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GENERAL SUMMARY. 

FRENCH ARMV. 

A Second m order of battle, in 2 Knet, 3 dhritiont, or 34 battalions. 

a Ligbt cavalry of the 2d corpa, 3 regprnenta, or 12 squadrona. 

B 1st corpa, 4 diviaionsy or 32 battaliona. 

k Light cavalry 1 corps, 3 regiments or 12 squadrona. 

C Cuirassiers of Kellerman, 24 squadrona. 

I) Cuirassiers of Milhaud, 24f|^adrona. 

E Dr^goona and cp*enadiera oHlMtArd, 20 squadrona. 

3? Chasseurs and lancers of the gSpjU ^ squadrona. 

G 6th corps, in column by (U|iM^» 2 diviaions, or 12 battaliona. 

g Light cavalry of the 0th M^i, in column by squadronsy 12 aqua* 

drons. 
h Light Cavalry of Subervie, in column by squadrona, 12 squadrons. 
I Foot guarda, 24 battalions. 
C Imperial head quarters, and apot %here the fimperor reihaiiied 

stationary a part of the day. 



ENGUSH ARMY. 

K 1st and 2d English division and the British division. 

L 3d English divisicfo, Ist and 2d Belgian divisions. 

M 5th and 6th Engliah divisions, and 3d Belgian. 

N Cavahy. 

O Reserve. 

F 4th English division. 

Q First brigade of English cavalry. 

R Anglo-Belgian line. ^ 

S English brigade. 

T English deUchment ^ 

U Anglo-Belgian detachment. 

V Brigade of Cavalry. 



PRINTED AND PUBUSHED BY ABRAfit^M SMAIX. 
1820. 

/ 



•ill 



~^ 



^ 




HISTORICAL MEMOIRS, 



OF 






BOOK IX. 



1815« 




TBANSIATED FROM TUK OBIGIHAI. MS. 

BT S: E. 0'M£ARA. 



PHILADELPHIA: 

PRINTED AND PUBUSHED BY ABRASf^M SMAU. 
1820. 



; 



, ->' 



^/ 



•/ ST V 



1-7 l^t^46 






CONTRNTa 



CHAPTER FIRST. 

THE BOURBONS ARE DRIVEN FROM FRANCE. 

I. The imperial eagle is successively displayed from 
steeple to steeple to the towers of Notre Dame at 
Paris. — II. Secret'corrvention concluded in the latter 
part qf the year 1814, by Austria^ France and 
England, against Russia and Prussia. — III. The 
King of Naples declares war against Austria, on the 
twenty-second of March. — IVT Congress qf Vienna 
in March, 1815. pace 9 

CHAPTER SECOND. 

MILITARY STATE OF FRANCE. 

I. State of the army on the first of March, 1815. — 
II Organization of an army of 800,000 men. — 
III. Arms, clothing, horses, finances. — ^IV. State 
of the army on the first of June, 1815.— V. Paris. 
~VI. Lyon. 25 

CHAPTER THIRD. 

PLAN OF CAMPAIGN. 

I. Could the French army commence hostilities on 
thefirstdf April f'-Al. The three plans of cam- 
paign— first project : to remain on the defensive, and 
wait for the armies of the enemy at Paris ari4 Ly- 
ons. — III. Second project : commence offensive ope- 
rations on the fifteenth of June, and invade Bel- 
gium. — IV. Third project : to begin offensive ope- 
rations on the fifteenth of June, and in case of not 
succeeding, to draw the endmy under Paris ^^ 
Lyons. — This plan the Emperor adopts. 5* 

CHAPTER FOURTH. 

OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN OF JUNE, 1815. 

' I. State and position of the French army on the even- 
ing of the I4th of June. — ^11. State and position qf 



iV CONTENTS. 

the English and Prussian ariT^,-— IIL Manoeuvres 
and combats of the fifteenth. — ^IV, Position of the 
belligerent armies on the night of the fifteenth^ six- 
teenth. 67 
CHAPTER FIFTH. 

BAITLE OF LIGNY. 

I. March of the French army to attack the Prussians. 
— n. Battle of Ligny on the sixteenth of June.-^ 
ni. Engagement at Quatre Bras, on the same day. 
— IV. Positions of the armies in the night of the 
sixteenth^ seventeenth. — V. Their operations on the 
seventeenth. — VI. Their positions in the night of 
the seventeenth^ eighteenth. 88 

CHAPTER SIXTH. 

BATTLE OP MOUNT ST. JEAN. 

L Line of battle of the English army. — 11. Line of 
battle of the French army. — III. Projects of the 
Emperor — Attack of Hougoumont. — IV. General 
Bulow arrives on the field of battle with 50,000 
meny which augments JVellingtorl s a,rmy to 120,000 
men. — V. Attack of St. Haye by the Jirst corps. 
— VI. General Bulow is repulsed. — Vll. Charge 
of cavalry on the plain. — VIIL Movement of 
Grouchy. — IX. Movement of Blucher^ which in- 
creases the enemy on the field of battle to 150,000 
men. — X. Movement of the imperial guards. 114 

CHAPTER SEVENTH. 

RALLYING. 

I. Rallying of the French army at Laon. — II. Re- 
treat of Marshal Grouchy. — III. Resources left to 
France. — IV. Effects of the Emperor^ s abdication. 

162 
CHAPTER EIGHTH. 

OBSEKVATIONS. 

I.-IL-III.— IV.— v.— VL— VII.— vni.—ix. 

Observations. 173 



PREFACE. 



THE manuscript from which the fol- 
lowing work has been faithfully translated, 
has been in the Translator's possession 
since October, 1818. Circumstances, how- 
ever, retarded the publication until the 
desire of the illustrious personage by whom 
it was dictated could be ascertained. It 
forms the ninth book of his great work- 
The time has not yet arrived, when it 
would be proper to submit to the public 
any more than the present volume, which 
is purely military; and which contains an 
authentic relation of the memorable events 
which, took place in France and in Flan- 
ders^ during the hundred days. 



Yl PREFACB. 

The Translator thinks, that the work 
caimot fail to satisfy the curiosity of the 
nation. Besides furnishing ample details 
of the operations which occurred in the 
Campaign of 1815, it is enriched with 
military criticisms of the first order. It 
is Napoleon himself who speaks. He 
criticises the conduct of the Generals who 
were opposed to him, while he bears ample 
testimony to the undaunted gaUantry of 
the British troops; and he supports his 
arguments by reasonings and by proofs. 

s 

It is unnecessary to pr«se such a work. 
It unmasks some reputations, but it declares 
tile truth. It will fiimish to history inap- 
preciable materials, and to military men 
interesting lessons. 

If, on considering all the circumstances 
which have attended the publication of this 
woric, any person should feel disposed to 
question the conduct of the Editor, in be- 
coming the means of brining it before the 
worid, he replies, that having been chosen 
by Napoleon as a prc^essional assistant 
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worthy of his confideDce, and having in 
consequence lived under the same roof in 
habits of frequent and unconstrained inter- 
crarse with him, the Editor would have ' 
proved himself destitute of the best attri- 
butes of human nature, if he had not sym- 
pafliised with the sufferings of a man, who, 
from the highest pitch of grandeur and 
power, had fallen into the hands of those, 
who, unhappily, did not consider it incom- 
patible with their glory to treat him with 
indignity. When the Editor accepted from 
his government the appointment of surgeon 
to Napoubon, at the request of the latter, 
he had of course no intention to ally himself 
with every s^ent of that government in 
improper feelings and illiberal practices; 
but he considered, on the contrary, that the 
treatment of Napoi4£on would be in exact 
conformity to the public professions of that 
government and its Allies; that is to say, 
a detention from naotives of state policy, 
accompanied by the most liberal and gene- 
rous treatment; stod he never anticipated 
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the possibility of his being expected to aid 
in the gratification of the Wjorst passions—- 
as questionable in their policy, as they^are 
unworthy of the great nation in whose 
name they have been perpetrated. 

It may not be improper to add, that a 
Translation is in preparation of the Eighth 
Book of these Historic al. Memoirs, 
which will appear in a few Weeks. 

BARRY E. O'MEARA, 

Late Surgeon to Napoleon. 

London, February 8, 1820. 



(^ A French toise it equal to 6 fieet 4 1-2 mohes. 

When money is mentioned, the franc is meant— equal to 18 Z"^ 



dents. 
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BOOK IX, 

CHAPTER FIRST. 

THE BOUUBONS ABE DBIVEN FROM FRANCE. 

i. The, imperial eagle is successively displayed from 
steeple to steeple to the towers of Notre Dame at 
Paris. — IL Secret convention concluded in the latter 
part of the year 1814, by Austria^ France y and 
JSnglandy against Russia and Prussia. — III. The 
king of \aples declares war against Austria, on the 
twenty-second of March. — IV. Congress of Vienna 
in Marchy 1815. 

I. Napoleon departed from the island of Elba 
ch the twenty-sixth of Febraary, 1815, at nine o'clock 
in the evening. He embarked on board the sloop of 
war Inconstant, which, during tfie whole passage, 
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displayed a white flag bespangled with bees. On the 
^rst of March, at five o^clock in the afternoon, he dis- 
embarked on the shores of the bay of Juan near 
Cannes. His small army assumed the tricoloured 
cockade. It consisted of 1,100 men, the greater part 
soldiers of the old guard. On the second he marched 
through Grasse, and at nine o^clock arrived at Semon, 
having that day traversed twenty leagues. On the 
third he passed the night at Barreme. On the fourth, 
his advanced guard, commanded by Qeneral Cam- 
bronne, took possession of the fortified place of%Sis- 
teron. On the fifth, he entered Gap: the seventh, 
at two o'clock in the afternoon, on the heists, in ad- 
vance of Vizille, he fell in with the advance guard of 
the garrison of Grenoble, marching against him. He • 
went to meet them alone, harangued them, made 
them mount the tricoloured colours, placed himself 
at their head, and at eleven o'clock at night entered 
Grenoble ; having in six days passed over eightj^ 
leagues of a very difficult mountainous country. This 
is the greatest march recorded in History. 

He remained at Grenoble on the eighth, and left it 
on the ninth at the head of 8,000 troops of the line> 
and thirty pieces of cannon; and at nine in the even- 
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ing he entered Lyons, the second town in France. 
Count D,efargues, Mayor of the city, jwesented him 
the keys thereof. The Count d^Artois, the Duke of 
Orleans, and Marestial Duke rf T^entc had alone 
left the place, at ten in the morning. Their unex- 
pected arrival at the Thuilleries threw the court into 
the utmost consternation. At length on the twen- 
tieth of March, die birth day of his son, at eight in 
the evening the Emperor entered Paris. Forty 
thousand troops of the line of every description, suc- 
cessively arranged themselves under his standards. 
The following day the small army of Elba arrived, 
having in twenty days perfc»med ^ march of two 
hundred and forty leagues. 

Louis left Paris on the night of the nineteenth or 
twentieth of March, and France the twenty-third. 
After his departure from Lille all the fortified places 
of Flanders hoisted the tricoloured flag. On the first 
rumor of the landmg of Napoleon, the Duke of Bour- 
bon was sent to Nantes to place himself at the head 
of the Vendeans. The Duke of Angouleme had 
previously been mvested with the government of the 
provinces on the left of the Loire. Every attempt to 
raise the western people in arms failed; they forgot 
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not the obligations they were under to Napoleon. 
The Duke oi Bourbon embarked on board of an 
English vessel at Paimboeuf, on the first of AjM'iL 
The Duke of Angouleme sent from Bordeaux, Baron 
Vitrolles, minist;er of state, in order to establish the 
chief place of his government at Toulouse.' He left 
the Dutchess his wife at Bordeaux, in hopes of re- 
tainmg, in the interests of his party, that important 
town, and of their rallying the Spanish army. Hav- 
ing placed himself at the head of the first regiment 
cf infantry of the line, the fourteenth of mounted 
chasseurs and some battalions of the royal volun- 
teers of Languedoc, he undertook the rash enterprise 
of marching against Lyons 5 at the same time the in- 
habitants of Marseilles were marching upon Greno- 
ble. He crossed Ae Rhone on the bridge of St. 
Esprit, destroyed the bridge of Drome, which de- 
fended the national guards of Montelimart, entered 
Valence on the third of April, and established his 
out posts along the left bank of the Isere. 

At the same time the people of Marseilles to the 
number of 2,500, ahd supported by the eighty-fourdi, 
and fifty- eighth of the line, under the command of 
Lieutenant General Emouf, entered Gap, and marched 
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towards Grenoble. This success was of very ihort 
duration. The Dutchess of Angouleme was, on the 
second of April, forced to leave Bordeaux, by the 
arrival of Lieutenant General Clausel. She embark- 
ed on board an English cutter. Vitrolles was ar- 
rested on the fourth of April by Lieutenant General 
Laborde, and transfeired to the prisons of Paris. 
Gteneral Gilly taking advantage of the enthusiasm of 
the people of Languedoc, placed himself at their 
head. His advance guard, consisting of the tenth 
mounted chasseurs, and the sixth light infantry, took 
possession of the bridge of St. Esprit, aiid drove the 
royalists therefrom. On the report of the dangers 
menacing Lyons, the inhabitants of Burgundy and 
Auvergne rose in a body and proceeded towards 
Lyons to demand arms, in order to march against 
those princes, allies of the enemies of the French ^ 
nation. In every part of the commune of Dauphiny 
the tricoloured flag was hoisted. Signals of alarm 
announced the approach of the royalists. The troops 
of the line, at the sight of the imperial eagle, dis- 
played before them by Lieutenant General Chabert, 
at the head of a detachment of national guards, 
abandoned the enemies of their country. The troops 
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of , Marseilles, suirounded on all sides, fled precipi- 
tately to their homes. The Duke of Angouleme, in 
dismay, then saw t^ie imprudence of his enterprise. He 
precipitately evacuated Valence, with the intention of 
taking possession of the bridge of St. Esprit. He 
was taken prisoner by Gener^ Gilly ; but his libjerty 
was restored to- him by the emperor, who, on the 
sixteenth of April, had him embarked at Cette, on 
board a Swedish vessel. Mareshal Massena, on dis- 
playing the tricoloured flag in Provence, put an end 
to the civil war. The restoration of the French peo- 
ple to their rights, was, on the twentieth of April, an- 
nounced to the capital, by a hundred discharges from 
the cannon of the corps of Invalids, and to foreign 
nations by the firing of the batteries oil the coast, and 
of the frontier fortifications. 

History will record with admiration the magnani- 
mity of the conqueror, on this occasion. Baron Vi- 
troUes, to whom the general amnesty decreed at Ly- 
ons did not extend, and the Duke of Angouleme, to 
whose sentence the law3 of retaliation dictated, had 
both their lives given them. " It is my wish,'' said 
Napoleon, " to have it in my power to boast that 
I reconquered my throne without the effusion of 
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blood, either in the field of battle, or on the» 
scaflfold.^' 

11. At the termination of the year ,1814, and the 
commencement of 1815,. discord had divided the 
congress of Vienna. Austria, France, and England 
had entered into a secret convention against Russia 
and Prussia, to whose exorbitant demands there ap- 
peared no boimds. Prussia insisted on the annex- 
ation of Saxony to her dominions, which was 
contrary to the interests of Austria. France, second- 
ed by Spain, demanded of the court of Vienna, as a 
recompense for the support given her, the restoration 
of the Bourbons of Sicily to the throne of Naples. 
This Austria refused,^ as much through jealousy of 
the Bourbons, as a desire not to betray King Joachim, 
who had contributed so much to the success of the 
allies in 1814, by siding with the enemies of his coun- 
try, against the head of his family and 'his benefac- 
tor. Murat's operations were then decisive of the 
event of affairs : for if with his army of 60,000 men 
he l\ad joined the Gallia- Italian army, commanded by 
the Viceroy, h? would have obliged the Austrian 
army to have remained in the defence of Corintbia 
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and Tyrol. The army of the Viceroy was superior 
to that of Field Mareshal Bellegarde, but it was held 
in dheck by the Neapolitans. Thus the weight he 
threw into the balance was equivalent to ,120,000 
men. With 100,000 men less the allies could not 
have undertaken the invasion of France before spring. 
In 1814, the Neapolitan army was in a good condi- 
tion, for it contained 2,000 officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers, French, Corsican, or Italian of the 
kingdom of Italy, who left it on the receipt o[ the 
circular of Count Mole, Grand Judge, recalling the 
French from the service o£ Naples. The Austrian 
ministers, at the congress of Vienna, took many oc- 
casions to impress the little importance they attached 
to the interference of the court of Thuilleries. 

They insmuated that Lewis the XVIII. could 
' not assemble 10,000 men without danger of the 
soldiers turning against himself* The Prince of 
Benevento advised the cabinet of the Thuilleries to 
form three encampments, one in Franche Compte, 
the other before Lyons, and the third in the south. 
These three encampments might be augmented to 
36 or 40,000 men, without any increase of the mili- 
tary establishment, and without any extraordinary ex- 
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pense. The credit of France would thereby be 
raised among foreigners. This plan was adopted^ 
Iii the course of the monA of February the troops 
were put in motion. The general of dWision, Ricard, 
repaired to Vienna, where, in several conferences, he 
boosted of the fine state of the French army, and 
of their zeal and attachment to the King. He 
pompously announced the formation of three camps, 
containing 80,000 men, in the vicbity of the Alps. 
The French plenipotentiaries insisted that ^is army 
aided by a Spanish division should be transported 
either by land, through Genoa, Florence and Rome, 
or by sea, to the southern part of Italy. The 
King of Naples was not inactive on his part. He 
collected - his army of 60,000 men on the frontiers.. 
To counteract the negotiations of the Court of 
the Thuilleries, he requested of Austria permission 
for the passage of his troops over the Alps into 
France, and sbrengthened, as much as lay in his pow- 
er, the opinion that the French soldiers were disaf- 
fected to the Bourbons. 

' It was under these c^cumstances that Napoleon 
landed. The French regiments destined to form the 
three encampments Were in motion. They seemed 



as if :^tirtiQiied to^e£K:ort^Eim» in histtiu^l^ant march 
Irom ^ bsif of St» iuw to Paris. .Mareshal Sou|i^ 
iim midistcar^of WW7 ww Reused <3f treason, but 
the. a3)pe9rwc^ cis^st jiiiov .w^$re fi^ious. . Thesjp 
jnoveironts rf troot^ -iin4 Aeir position^ though ac- 
cordiBg $0 wflU w^ the joute of the Emperor^ 
^ere in cionsoquenc^ of the impress orders of tfe? 
KJng and of ihe repjiep^ntations of the French plcm- 
|)otentiai*ies at Yibnha* F<»^q%ners on tiiiis occasloa 
shewed themselves better acquainted with die secret 
4i3positi(ms of die French people and the s^rmy, thaii 
<ihe prbces and ministers of the house of Bourbon. 

- ill. On the sixteenth of February, a &w d^ys be- 
fore Napoleon left the island of Elba, h^ despatched 
one d* his chamberlains to Najdes, to jbfomi that 
court, 1st. that he was upo^ the point of departing to 
re-enter his capital, and to drive the Bpurbons from 
his ttu'one: that he was determined to maintain, the 
treaty of Paris, which made him hc^ that the alli^ 
powers would take no part in die civil contest j that 
othawise, the Russian troops were beyond the N^?- 
men ; part of Ac Austrians beyond the Inn, the mft- 
jority of: the Prus^wis beyond die Oder, and half of 
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the English army in Amei^ ; ttikt the congresfi df 
Vienna had terminated its operatbns, and that thd 
tTzar was on his way ' t) St Pete^'sbui^. 2d, /Hurt 
he requested Murat to send a <:!ourier to 'Vienna, in 
order that his ambassador fnig^t tlotify ^t coart, 
that France would abide by the treaty of Paris, and 
particularly renoimced aU pretemioi|s to Italy. 3d 
iThat, in any case, hostilities could not commence b^ 
fol-e the end of July. That France anld Naples would 
Ihave time to concert measures ; ^lat previously he 
ought to intrench Ms army in a good positi<Mi In ad^ 
vance of Ahcona, and on all unforeseen occasions the 
principles of his conduct should be, that it would be 
better for him to retreat than to advance, to give battle 
behind the 6arignano, than on the Po ; that he might 
effect much as a diversioh, and when supported by a 
French army; but without which he could accom- 
plish nothing. 

The envoy of the Emperor arrived at Naples on 
the fourth of March. The sloop of war Inconstan(t, 
on her return fromthfe Bay of Juan, arrived tfiere on 
die twelfth. A few days after, a courier from Genda, 
brought thither the news of the triumphant enfry -of 
Napoleon iiito Grenoble arid Lytons. The King tio 
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Ibager amoeded his sntitnents. He openly avowed 
his iBtm&sst of reydtetiopisirtg It?Jy. " Th« Em- 
peror,'^ saidhfi, *^ wffl find no diftculty, Ae wh^If^' 
FretMdijmtim:wfll fiopfctttlm ^artdwrd. If I delay 
nourohing to the Pd^ if, I wait untfl July, the French 
armies will have re-estaWishedAe kingdom o£ Italy, 
and retaken the iron crown. It belongs to me to pro- 
claim the independence of Italy .^^ 

The envoy of die Emperor, and the'Qaeeii,.ear-^ 
ntstiy endeavoiBred to make ihe Kiag sensible of (he 
^ dasiger and trano-ityof auclvait^terprise,butinvahf^ 
He siet off for AnoQoa, and on the twenty^ seccMid of 
Mar^h was at the head of his army* He crossed Ihe 
, Rubicon, without even wailing for tt^ inibrmation of 
^ the arrival of the Emperor in IParis. He traversed 
Roinagi^ and occupij^d the Ecclesiastical States 
aod Tuscany with his troops. The Pope retted to 
G^noa, the Grand D^ke to t-eghpm. The Kii^, 
having surived at Bologna, attempted to excite the 
inhabitants -of the kingdoip of Italy to revolt But 
they requested to be informed \^ he did i:iot men- , 
tion Napoleon, their l^itimate King : that without 
his orders they could do nothing j naoreover, it appear- 
ed to them imprudoit to. act before die arrival of the 
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Frotich troops on&e Alps ; and fiasdly, tbrt-di^j were 
in want of muskets. The province of B>dogna alone 
jreqiirod 40,0(X). The Neapdktah artUbry were with- 
o/ut any. A few' days af terwards> the Austrian army, 
which had been conoentrated on the left bank of the 
Poy crossed ovei:9 d^ated the Neapolitan army, and 
entered Naples the twelfth of May. The King, un- 
able to enter the forti'essof Oaeta, embarked on board 
a merchantman and landed in Pipvence', where he 
remained to wait the arnval' of his £»nily, and to ccd- 
lect his partisans^ His Queen had capituiated widi 
a British cmnmodore^ who, according to the constant 
custc»n of the allies in these wars, to^ly disregarded 
the articles thereof, as at Danteic and Dresden. In- 
stead of tnunspor^g flie Queen to France, he landed 
hsc at Trieste* About the commencement of April, 
IVince Lucito, Accompanied by a chatrge d'afi&iies of 
Ae Pope, arrived incognito at Fontainebleau. -From 
him tifie first news of die invasion of the north of 
Italy by die King of Naples, was received. The 
Vape informed the firoperor, thiit if the possesion of 
Rome was not guiufanteed to him he should ts^e re- 
fuge iu Spain. The papal charge d^af&ir^ was re- 
ceived at the Thuilleries, and he departed with the 
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most favouraWe assurances to his holiness. The 
Emperor guaranteed all fliat had been accorded to 
him by the treaty of Paris, informing him also, that 
he censiired the conduct of the Kmg of Naples, as 
contrary to his wishesv 

IV. The news of die landing of the Emperor in 
France was received at Vienna on the eighth ci 
March/ The congress was still in session. On the 
thirteenth and twenty-fifth of March^ the Mmisters oiF 
die allied powers signed acts unexampled in histofyl 
Hiey believed the Emperor to be undone. ** He 
will,^^ they said, ^ be immediate!/ repulsed and dc- 
featcdl^y the feithfiil subjects of Louis.'' But when 
it was ascertained that the BourixMis, instead of op- 
posiftg resistance, were forced to fly firoto every part 
of France; tod that ^ Whole nation had declared for 
th6 sovereign df their choice, the alfies compron^d 
theif mutual jealousies, yet not without some hesita- 
tion. 

When the court of Vienna w;as irifibrmed of the 
sentiments of the: king of Nsqdes, andadiortlime 
after of his hostile march, she dbiibted not that he 
acted by the orders of Napolecm, stod who, c<»istut 
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aiKl unshaken in his. poCticd system, was na more 
what he had been at ChatiJlon, desiring with the 
crown of France to have that of Belgium, 'the Rhine, 
and perhaps eveii the Iron crown ; sht. hesitated no 
longer. The ministers signed a troity^against France, 
, by which the four principal powers engaged to fur- 
nish each 150,000 men. IT^e ratificatbns were ex- 
changed on the twenty-fifth of Aprils and it w^ sup- 
posed th^t by the end of July a million of men c^ .aU 
naticHis of Europe would be assembled on the firon- 
tiers of France. Sweden and I^ortugal ;ilQne refused 
^ furiii^h the^r contii^nts. The peace between 
£>nglwd; and the United States of America^ tondtnled 
Qkt Ghent, having been ratified about the end of f*eb* 
ruaiy, the English troops, no longer required ia 
Canada, were embarked for Europe. On the fifteenth 
of April the Duke of Wellingtw had his head quar- 
.ters at Brussels, .and Prince ]fflucher at Liege. 
The Thspies, the Dan\rf>e, the Spree, the Neva, 
and the Tagus, resounded with warlike preparatioi^ 
The French frj^te Melpomene being cm the cpast rf 
4[taly, :^as captured by the Engli^ vessel Riydii: but 
a few days after^vards orders w^re received from Lon- 
don by the Commodore jn the Mediterranean, to 
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respect the French flag, war having not yet been de- 
clared. The French vessels were thus left in secu-' 
rity. A French* fngate conveyed frqm Naples to 
France, Madame. These orders of the English go- 
vernment were occasioned by the indecision of the 
sovereigns at Vienna, and by the desire of the court 
of London to gain time; for her armies in Belgium, 
virere not in a state to defend that country : moreover, 
tlie admiralty, nieeting with considerable difficulties 
in equipping their vessels, were fearful lest the French 
squadron at Toulon might put to sea before theirs. 
Twice the steinge and unaccountable conduct of the 
King of Naples was the cause of our misfortunes: in 
1814 by declaring against France, and in 1815 by de- 
claring agamst Austria. 
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CHAPTER IL 

MIUTARY STATte OF FBANCE. 

I. State of the army on the first of March^ 1815. — 

II Organization of an army of 800,000 men. — 

III. Arms^ clothing, horses, finances, — IV. State 

of the army on the first of June, 1815. — ^V. Paris. 

-' •—VI. Lyon. 

I. During the six last months of 1814, the French 
army received a new organisation. In March, 1815, 
it was composed of 105 regiments of infantry, of 
which three were stationed in the colonies, four Swiss 
regiments, four of infantry of the old guard, under 
the denomination of grenadiers and chasseurs of 
France ; 57 regiments of cavalry of the line ; four re- 
giments of cavalry of the old guard, styled grenadiers, 
dragoons, chasseurs and lancers of France, eight bat- 
talions of artillery, two battalipns of pontoniers, three 
regiments of sappers, miners and workmen, termed 
engineer corps. The regiments of infantry con- 
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sisted of two battalions; six only contained three. 
The effective strength of each regiment one with 
another was. 900 men, of which 600 were disposable 
for active operations in the field. The effective 
strength of the cavalry was 25,000 men, and 16,000 
horses; and could tumish 11,000 horse for the field. 
The battalions of artillery were formed of the re- 
mains of corps. They had 2,000 horses in the de^ 
pots, and 6,000 distributed among the country peo- 
ple for subsistence. The whole effective force 
amounted to 149,000; and 93,000 men of every des- 
cription could take the field; {see table A). A force 
scarcely sufficient to garrison th^ fortified places; 
and the principal naval establishments. Fot all the 
fleet had been dismantled and the crews discharged, 
excepting one sail of the line and three frigates at 
Toulon, and two frigates at Rochefort. The only 
force, in existence, attached to the marine, was 
eight battalions of cannoniers. It therefore became 
necessar}^ to detach from the land army, troops for 
the defence of Cherbourg, Brest, L'Orient, Rdchefort 
and Toulon. There was sufficient of ordnance 
stores, notwithstanding the losses Sustained by the 
cession of the field equipage, shut up in Anvers^ 
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Vesel, Maycnce and .A^xandria, to provide for the 
wants of the greatest armies, and to repair the losses 
they might sustain dtiring several campaigns. There 
were in tljie arsenals 150,000 new muskets, 300,000 
to repairer- returned, besides those in the hands of 
die army. This was quite insufficient. All the forti- 
fied places were dismantled, the palissades and pro- 
visions for a siege had been sold, but the ordnance 
stores were sufficient for the equipment of the artil- 
leiy. 

II. £^ht hundred thousand men were judged ne- 
cessary to encounter Europe with equal force. The 
first care was the internal organization and regula- 
tions of the army. The numbers by which the re* 
giments had been designated ever since the year 
1794 were again adopted. They had signalised 
themselves in twenty-five campaigns and in a thou- 
sand engagements ! ! The third, fourtfi, and fifth bat- 
talions of the regiments of mfantry were ordered to 
be raised; also the fourth and fifth squadrons of 
cavalry; the thirty battalions of artillery; twenty re- 
giments of young guards; ten battalions of the wa- 
gCMi train, and twenty regiments oi marines. This 
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gave employment to all the officers on half pay both 
of the army and navy. Two hundred battalions of 
die elite of the national guards, were drafted; each 
battalion was composed of two companies of grena- 
diers, two of voltigeurs and consisted of 560 men. 
All the veterans were recalled to* their standards: 
there was no occasion of coertion 5 they repaired to 
them with joy : farmers, mechanics, and manufac* 
turers, &c. all abandoned their work at the end of 
the week, put on their old uniforms, and rejoined 
their former regiments. This requisition ought to 
have produced 200,000 men, but it added only 
130,000 to the army of the line, for a great number 
enrolled themselves in the 200 battalions of the elite 
of the national guard, and others entered as substi- 
tutes in the conscription of 1815. The conscription 
of 1815 was called out. It ought to have produced 
140,000 men, but at the end of May, there were onily 
80,000 of it. The insurrection of the Vendeans^ 
caused a deficit. Moreover, the young men of this 
conscription had been called out in 1814, and Aey 
preferred joining their standards as veterans. The 
twenty regiments of marines were fcM-meil by 30,000 
sailors of the former squadrons of Anvers, Brest, 
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Rochefort aiid Toulon. They were officered by the 
officers of the marine and the mates. A requisition 
of 250,000 men was to be proposed to the Chambers 
4n the month of July. The levy would have been 
completed in September. The number of retired 
and disbanded officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiCTs amounted to up\yards of 100,000 men, 
30,000 were capable (^ garrison duty. They speedily 
complied wiA the orders of Mareshal the Prince of 
Eckmulh, then Minister of War. Their experience 
and good will were of great use, in forming the new 
levies, and in the protection of the fortresses.. {See 
Table B.) 

IJI. The most important object was fire arms. 
The arsenals were furnished with a sufficient quan# 
tity of swords. The ordnance department took seve- 
ral measures to double the activity of the old nianu- 
factures* 1st. The, workmen were exempted from 
Dftilitary duty. 2d. They gave the necessary ad- 
vances to the contractors. 3d. The rigour of c4d 
regulations was relaxed, and agents authorised to re- 
ceive mixed models with simpler locks than those of 
the nKxiel of 1777. Manufactures of locks werfe 
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established on principles of expedition. The impe- 
rial manufactories could furnish 20,000 new stand of 
arms each month, but by these extraordinary means 
they could furnish 40,000, which in six months 
would have amounted to 240,000, this was however 
not sufficient. Work-shops were established, in all 
the large fortified places, in sufficient numbers to re- 
pair all the old muskets in the arsenals of France in 
six months. But the great resource was the work- 
shops established in the capital. They were of three 
descriptions. The first were for the purpose of re- 
stocking pieces, the cabinet makers of die suburb 
St. Antoine, though at fir^t unhandy at this work,^ 
nevertheless were not long before they became very 
expert. The second was for the repair of old mus- 
kets. The third made new ones. The workmen 
in brass and copper, journeymen clock makers, and 
ornamental workers in metal, who are numerous in 
this large city, were all employed. The artillery 
officers conducted all these shops with so much zeal 
and intelligence, that in the month of May, they fur- 
nished daily 1,500, in June 3,000, and were to finish 
4,000 — commencing from the first of July. There 
was more activity in the capital than in 1793, but 



Chap. I.] OF NAPOLEON. 34 

with this difference, that all was then waste^ anarchy 
and disorder. ' 

The arms manufactured by the revolutionary shops 
were defective, and of no great service ; but in 1815 
every thing was conducted with the greatest econo- 
my, upon good principles of management, and all the 
arms manufactured, conformed to the rules of art. 
This important service was not lost. {See Table C.) 

The manufactures of cloth calculated for the cloth- 
ing of troops were numerous in 1812 and 1813. 
They were competent to supply aU the wants of the 
army ; but in 1814 they were entirely stopped. The 
Minister of War gave them no orders ; nor had he 
directed the issue of any clothing to the troops, with 
the exception of the six regiments bearing the names 
of the King and Princes. From the month of April 
the treasury advanced several millions to the manu- 
facturers of cloth, which in one month put their esta- 
blishments into activity. Clothing for 800,000 men 
was a very considerable concern, which it would have 
been impossible ^to have procured in time. The 
minister, by one of the articles of the law authorising 
the levy of 250,000 men, ordered the local national 
guards to furnish 100,000 suits and equipments for the 
army in active service. 
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. The contractors had delivered 20,000 cavalry 
hcnrses before the first of June. 10,000 horses com- 
pletely equipped, were furnished by the gendarmerie, 
who had been dismounted. The price was paid to 
themjn cash, and in eight days they had all supplied 
themselves widi horses of their own choice. It was 
in contemplation to take the half of these horses in 
the course of July. 14^000 naore were contracted 
for. There was then on the first of June 46,000 
cavalry horses, either in the depots, or in the line, and 
at the close of July there, would have been 66,000. 
From the country people 5,000 artillery horses had 
been collected. Contracts for 15,000 had been con- 
cluded, of which 12,000 were delivered by the first 
of June. At that time there were therefore 18,000 
artillery horses. 

The facility with which these enormous expenses, 
were met by the Minister of Finances, the Duke of 
Gaete, and the Minister of the Treasury Count 
Molien, excited universal astonishment The pro- 
viding for every part of the service required imme- 
diate funds; iriost of the contractors even msisted on 
advances. Notwithstandbg this, the interest of the 
public debt, and the pensions, were paid with the 
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greatest promptitude. AH the internal expenses, so 
far from being diminished, were augmented. The 
great system of public works was recommenced over 
all France. " We see,^^ said the workmen, <* that 
tiie man of enterprise has returned. Everything was 
dull, now all is activity ; we were all without employ, 
now we are all occupied.^^ The opinion that the Em- 
peror had found a hundred millions, in gold, in the 
treasury of the Thuilleries, was generally believed. 
This was not so. The real treasure he discovered 
was the afiections of his people, the well wislies not 
only of the mass of the nation, but also of the French 
and Holland capitalists. The treasurer had nego- 
tiated four millions of the income of the sinking fund 
at 50 per cent., which he replaced on the credit of the 
national forests. This produced him, clear of all de- 
ductions, forty millions ready money, which was 
realised with extreriie rapidity. The King^eft Paris 
with so mush precipitation, that he left behind him 
the plate belonging to the crawn, valued at six mil- 
lions, as also the funds of the treasury spread through- 
out France, amounting to fifty millicnis. A part of 
this sum was employed by Baron Lewis, his minister, 

E 



94» MBB^IES [Book DC 

m buy^ in the <{kms ri^tmsa) pbligaticms given b^ 
the King. 

This bad system was abandoned by the Duke of 
(3aete, andith^ fonds, aj^rc^nated dicreto, w^retrt his 
disposals The contributions w^rc? not aug3ca9nt§<}^ but 
tbe-pTOpte wefe ej^r to stance paymeipJ^. Gia,tuir 
to^fe gifts w^re numerous. In some^^psa'toeiits they 
exceeded a miflion* On aU public occ^sjpnss^ un* 
known citfeens : approached AeEtnp^ror, and pre* 
saitedipack^ of bank n^tes. SeMW^I .^eson his 
return to hia apartments, he trwsfnitte^, tjo th© mini3- 
terof the. treasury SO or 100,000 francs,, fwl^h hf 
ted tfius received. Thi§ coidd not haye pfoduced 
any: very .considerable sijms, but we cite it as ^ 
testimony of the high excitement of <^e national goqd 

Wffl. . , ,: •• • ■ . '/ 

By the fir$t, of Qctpber, France W9uld h^v^ had 
a.»militaryestebliahment of. from 8 to 900,000 men 
completely organised, armed, and equipped. The 
question of her independence now consisted in being 
enabled to delay hostilities to the first of October* 
The months <rf May, June, July, Au^st, and S^ 
tember, were nece$sar)% but they were sufficient. At 
that period the frontiers would have presented a bar- 
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rier, too strong for any human power to break; With 
inpunity. {See table B.) ' 

IV. On the first of June the effectivefTorce of tJi'e 
iFVencK troops, under arms, was 559,000 meri- {See 
tcSles D. and Ei) So that m two months the mmistet 
of war had rafaed 414,000 men, nearly 7,000 a day. 
Of ib^ number, the effective strengdi of the army cf 
the line amounted to 36S,00Q; of the extraordmary 
may to 196,000. Of flie line, 517,000 men were 
piresent, clothed, armed, diseiplined, and ready tQ 
take the field. They wwe formed itito seven army 
'corps, four corps of reseh^e of cavafay, fourK^psdT 
observation, and the army (rf La Vendee. They 
were distributed along the frontiers, sb as. to covor 
them. But the principal forces were cantoned wMiin 
reach of Paris, towards the frontiers of Flanders. On 
the first of June aH the troops left the fortvcBses to be 
garrisoned by the extraordinary army. The fest 
corps, commanded by Count JEkion, took canton- 
ment in the envircms of billfe. it was composed of 
four divisions of infantry, the strength of each being 
four regiments; of a division of light cavalry? of 
four regin[>ents and of six parks of artillery. The 
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second corps, ctHnmanded by Count ReUle, cantoned 
ar6und Velenciens. Jts composHbn was the s«ne 
as the first corps, but somewhat stronger,^ some rtgl- 
n^nts havbg three bftttali(ms. The third corps, 
commanded by Count Vandamme, assembled m the 
enyiiKMis oi Mezieres. Itconsisted of three divisions 
of in&ntry, cme ei cayalry/ ai¥i five parks. Tlif 
fourth coqjs, commanded, by Count Gerard, ippas 
stationed in the vicinity rf Metz. It- comjn'ised three 
divisions of mfantt-y, a division of li^t cavalry, an^ 
five parks; one of its re^m^nt^ of iirfjjntry was 4^ 
tadied to La Vefidee. The fifth corps, commanded 
by Count Rapp^ was in Alsace, It consisted of tlirep 
divisions of infantry, a divisbn of light cavalry> and 
six parks, , The sixth corps, commanded by Cowt 
Lobaq, was assembled at Laon. It was composed 
of three divisions of infantry, one of light cav^iy^ 
and six parks; but fi^^m each of the divisions of in- 
^try there was a regiment detached to La Vendee. 
The seventh corps, commanded by JMaresh^ Sho- 
chet^ assembled at <^ambrey^' It comprised two divi- 
sions of infantrjr of the line, each composed of four 
regiments; of two divisions of the elije of the na- 
tional guards, of eig^t battalions each; of a division 
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of light cavahy ; and 6f «ix patks ef artillciy. The 
first ccnps of observation, denominated Jura, com- 
manded by General Leconrbe^ consisted of adh^kion 
of kifantry, of three regiments each; of two divi- 
sions of the elite of the nationid guards^ of eight 
battaUoas each> of a division of light cavalry; and 
fef five parks^ ITie second corps rf observation, 
cdied Vat", commanded by Mareshal Brune, wa^ 
Composed of a division of infantry of three regiments, 
two whereof consisted of three battalions; of a regi- 
ment of cavalry : and of three parks. These regi- 
ments of infantry were taken from the twenty-third 
military division, and replaced by the battalions <:i 
Corsican volunteers. The third cdrps of observation 
of the eastern Pyrenees, commanded by Genera! 
Decaen, assembled at Toulouse. Its strength con- 
aisled of a division of infanttry of three regiments, of 
a regiment of cavalry, of sixteen battalfons of the 
elite of die national guards,* and of three parks. The 
fourth corps of observation, commanded by General 
Clausel, was ast Bordeaux. Its organisation was (he 
same. These two last corps were weakened by de* 
taching from each a regiment of infantry for the ser- 
vice of La Vendee. The Vendeans, after having 
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Gen^ Lamanque cotnaiaiided tfie Jnnj^enal arfi^j^ 
int^plac^ Itwascompdfiittdtf e^fi[£i^iWBlt5oF 
Ae Uae, two mg^menta oC yoBng guttrdi; two k6^ 
mesa$ of qavaliyy^oC ten; fiquadpions ^ gefidttfmilsriey 
each 400 men, of tiiiehr&tettalk9t!s:ortIetacbiiiierite of 
die line, destined fixr the iirtoy ecMtps $ but frbtn' die 
urgency of the Dcoaskaa retained in La Vendee« The 
four corps of resenre of cavahy under, the command 
of Mareidml Gmwhify were aU ^:kntDn6d between the 
Aisne and /die Sambre. To eadit corps ef c^vabj 
there were attadied two po^ks ssid two divi^fxis^ each 
of direeregimentBj of light artilleiy. The first coips, 
consfatingof K^ Cttvdry, was cotoHMaided by Count 
Fajol. The second corpB^ composed of dmgoons^ 
was under die command of £xc€hn»is« The dikd 
corp9y formed .ctf cuttassiers, m^^ under orders oi 
Count Mikhaud. The fourdi corps, also <^ cuteas^ 
si^:^, was t)cnnmanded by Ccwit Kelierman* The 
Imperial gu»ds were cenqx^ed of ^fow regiments of - 
young guards, four of intermediate guards, four of 
old guf»xls, four regiments of cavalry, and nmety^six* 
pieces of cannon, {See Table F.) In4he army corps, 



t^ire^rndsts, general^, didtvotcdt^rtofnux^tbi^ 
two battalkms. The battalions were composed of 
600 ntfiR^fcciseiit, atid ixnfer amiB. I'Here wis, 
t|iei)efiai?ev^ dsfic^ofSMd^iy^ Hi^sehbW- 

evei?9 were ofi tibueir morcihy and would: havkj(^ed, 
befor&^ fif^t ^ Jiilfi Thethkd, fovffth, ttnd fifth 
battid^fH^mdttir recruits, wore moving from ^ parts 
erf fiwce toward Earis^ luyona, and the westl The 
ordnanee jjepartment was preparmg a mw equrpm^ft 
cS 500 jHOces erf fidd artillery, widi all the requisite 
stores^ ammulikton, hanieaaesr^ and a double quantity 
erf provii^ipns* Th^ SOO battaliona «rf the efite of the 
national guards £(H*m]ng an eJBEectire foroe of 112,00(1. 
men^ weare all raised. One hundred and ifty bat* 
talicms, ^nsistiiQ^ of 85^000, gasrisoned the ninety 
fortifications on &e fixmtiers of die onph^; {otty- 
d^t, aqi^unting tm 26,000 men, w^re stationed as 
' already iu)ted» Sixteen wkh the &c^ corps of obser- 
vatbn^ sixteen with. Ae seventh army corps, smd ^- 
teen formed a reserve on the Loice. Coont Dumas ^ 
di^)%i^ a^eat deal of aotivity and industry intal^* '^ 
lug tiiiese ti^Qops, and £(^ this he merited wdl ef : 
France. Independently of these 200 battalions olc^ 
the dite of gr^pgadiers and chasseurs, there were rais- 1 
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ed, during the monA of May, fcx-ty-eight battaliorts 
^ of national guards in Languedoc, Gasqony, and Dau* 
phiny. Those of Dauphiny were in Provence in 
June ; those of Languedoc augmented the third corps 
of observation to 15,000 nien ; those of Ggscony 
increased die fourth cwps to the same number. Tbh 
comjdeted the defence of the PyrOTeeS. These forty- 
eight battalions were not comprised in the statement 
of the first of June, for, at that time, they had not 
left their principal places of rendezvous in their de- 
partments ; nor was their organisation completed : but 
at the close of June they had reached" the places of 
tlieir destination. Of the 30,000 officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and privates called from rethre- 
tnent, 20,b00 men reinfwced the garrisons of the 
fortifications, and 10,000 garrisoned Marseilles, Bor- 
deaux, and other towns, where their jiresence might 
be useful in exciting public spirit, and in keeping a 
watchful eye on the evil disposed. The ninety for- 
tresses were provided with arms, palisadoes, and pro- 
^ visions. They were commanded by experienced 
officers. 

The first frontier line of the north consisted of 
Calais, Dunkirk, StrOmer, Lille, Conde, Maubeuge, 
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and PhiHepville. They were provisioned for six 
months. Their garrisons were complete, but nei- 
ther uniformed nor trained, diey consisted of the 
elite of the national guards. 

The second line included Andres, Aires, Bethunc, , 
Douay, Valenciennes, Le Quesnoj\ Avesne, and Re- 
croy. They were provisbned for four months. Thek 
garrison consisted of one half their proper number. 

The third line comprised, Montreuil, Hesdin, Ar- 
ras, Bouchain, Landrecy, Bapaume, Cambray, Ab- 
beville, Chateau d'Amieng, Peroune, Chateau d^ 
Ham, and Laon. They were provisioned for three 
months> and had the fourth pkrt.<^ their gsurisons. 

On the Moselle frontiers the first line was compos- 
ed of Charlemont, Meziers, Chateau de Sedan, Cha- 
teau de Bouillon, Longwy, Thicmville, Sarre-Louis, 
Bitche. These had supjrfies sufiicientfor four months, 
with complete gjarisons. 

The second line consisted of Verdun, Metz, Phals- . 
bourg, Toul. They were provisioned for four months, 
with half their ganison. 

On the frontiers oi Alsace there were, Landau, 
Lauterboui^, Hagemeaii, Strasbourg, Scelestadt, 
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Neubrisach, Huninguen. All with complete garri- 
sons, and six months provisions. 

On the Swiss frontiers, Befort, Besan^dn, Fort 
PEcluse, Auxonne, were provisioned for four months, 
and had their garrisons. 

On the frontiers of the Alps were, Fort Barraux, 
Briangon, Mont Dauphin, Colmars, Entrevaux, An- 
tibes, with their garrisons, and provisions for four 
months. 

The Mediterranean frontier comprised, the forts 
pf St. Marguerite, the castle of St. Tropez, the foij 
of Brigan^on, the forts of the islands of Hyeres, 
Toulon, the fort of Boue, Aigues Mortes, Cette, 
Collivure. All these had garrisons suf&dent to 
repel any sudden attack, and their supplies were 
coming in. The sea coast batteries w«re reinanned. 
All the fortifications on the frontiers of the Pyrenees, 
from Perpignan to Bayonne, of the first and second 
line, were armed and provisioned, with garrisons more 
or less numerous. Little was apprehended from 
Spain. In fine, all the fortresses on the Atlantic 
frontier, viz. Bayonne, Chateau Trompette, the forts 
of the island of Aix, of the isle of Oleron, of the 
Isle Re, of Rochelle, the castle of Nantes, Isle Dieu, 
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Belle Isle, Brest, fort St. Malo, Cherbourg, Havre, 
the castle of Dieppe, were armed, and with sufficient 
garrisons to be secure from any sudden attack. They 
were receiving their provisions. The guard coast 
cannoniers were raised. All the English forces be- 
ing occupied in Belgium, or in America, there was 
no serious apprehension for the sea coast. 

V. If, as it was to be feared, hostilities should com* 
mence before fall, the united armies of Europe would 
far exceed, in numbers, the French army, the desti- 
nies of the empire should then have been decided at 
Paris and Lyons. These two large cities had once, 
like all the capitals in Europe, been fortified, and like 
them their fortifications had gcMie to decay. 

However, if in 1805 Vienna had been fortified, the 
battle of Ulm would not have dec^ided the event of the 
war. The army cwps, commanded by General Ku- 
tusofF, would* there have awaited the return of the 
other Russian army corps, fi*om their route to Ulna, 
and the army of Prince Charles, approaching from 
Italy. In 1809, Prince Charles, who had been de- 
feated at Eckmulh, an<J obliged to retreat by the left 
bank of the Danube, would have had time to arrive 
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at Victma, «d to form a junction with tJie corps ol 
General Hiller, and die army of the Arch4oke John. 

If Berlin had been fortified in 1806, the army 
imited at Jen« would have raUied there, and been 
jqjlied by the Russkuis. 

I^ ki 1808, Madrid had been a strong place, the 
French army, after the victories of Esprnosa, Tudella> 
Burgos, and Sammosiera, would not have marched 
toward that capital^ leaving in the rear of Salamanca 
and Vallidolfd, the En^Ush anny o[ General Moore, 
and the Spanish army of Roroarau These two kst 
armies would, imder the fortificatkma of MsUlrid, 
have united with the armies of Acnigon and Va- 
lencia. 

In 1812 tise Emparor Napoleon entered Moskow* 
If the Russians had not taken the determination to; 
set fire to tiiat extensive city, a thing imrecoided in 
history, and which they alone were capabk of exe- 
coting, the taking of Moskow would ha^ve led to the 
suifugation of Russia i For the conqueror would 
hav^ there fouridi— 1st. All that was necessary to re- 
pair the clothing and stores of an army. 2d# Flow, 
v^tat^es, wine, brandy, and all tiuit was necess»y 
for^the stdbsistence of a large army. 8d. Homes ta 



CfiAP. II.} OF M APOIiBON. 49. 

remount all the eavaky } in fine, the Support of 80,000 
freed men, sons rf fteecfanen, or wealAj slaves, hn- 
patient of die yoke of Ae nobility, who would have 
communicated ideas of liberty and independence to 
the slaves; a frightful prospect, and which woul^ 
have induced the Czar to meike peace, the more so, 
as the conqueror's intentions were moderate. The 
ccMiflagration destroyed aH the magazines, and dis- 
persed the population. The jmerehants and common- 
alty xvere ruined, and this ferge city was then the re- 
ceptacle of disorder, anarchy and crimes. If it had 
beenfbrdfied, Kutusoff would have encamped on its 
ramparts, and its investrntent would have been. im- 
possible. 

Constantinople, though a much larger town than 
any of our modem caj»tals, owed its sjrfety to its for- 
tifications. Without them the empire oi Cdnstantine 
wc»ild have terminated in 700, nor have had a dura- 
tion of more than 300 years. The successful JMus- 
sdmOT would thai have jdanted the standard of 01^ 
prophet there* This they did not until 1440,-800 
years afterwards. Ttris cai»t^ therefore, was im 
debted to its walls for aOO years of eKistened 0uring 
this period it was fifty^tfai^ times bosieged^ and fifty* 
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two times unsucccssfijlly* The French and Venetians 
took it, biit after a very vigorous attack. 

Paris has ow6d its safely ten or twelve times to its 
walls. 1st In 885, it would have been sacked by 
t^e Normans. These barbarians besieged it two years 
without effect. 2dly. In 1358, it was in vain besieged 
by the Dauphin; smd thou^ the inhabitants, a few 
years after, opened the gates to him, it was of their 
own accord. 3dly. In 1359, Edward, Kmg of Eng- 
land, encamped atMontrouge, devastated the coun- 
try to its walls, but recoiled from before its worksj 
and retired to Chartres. 4thly. In 1429, King Henry 
the V. repulsed the attack of Charles the VII. 5thly. 
In 1464, the Count of Charolais surrounded this great 
city, but failed in all his attacks. 6thly. In 1472, it 
would have been taken by the Duke of Bourgonej 
but he was force J to content himself with ravaging 
its precmcts. 7thly. In 1536, Charles the Fifth, 
master of Champaign, placed hb head quarters at 
Meaux. He reconnoitred the ramparts of the capital, 
which owed its safety to its walls. 8thly and 9thly. 
In 1588 and 1589, Henry III. and Henry IV. retired 
from before the fortificatbns of Paris; and though 
some time afterwards the inhabitants opened their 
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gates, it was' of their own good wiD, and in conse- 
quence of the abjuration df St Denis. lOthly. Fi- 

. nally, in 1636, the fortifications of Paris, for several 
years, were the safety of its inhabitants. If Paris had 
still, in 1814 and in 1815, been a fordfi^d place, capa- 
ble of a resistance of onljr eight days, what effects 
might it not have had on the events of the world? 

A large capital contains the selection of a nation; 
all the great make their homes there; it is the centre 
of opinion, and the depositary of taste. It is one of 
the greatest contradictions and inconsistencies to leave 
so important a point defenceless. The JEmperor, on 
his return from the campaign of Austerlitz, often oc- 
cupied himself therewith, and had several plans drawn 
for fortifying the heights of Paris. The fear of ex- 
citing disquietude among the inhabitants, and the 
events which followed with such incredible rapidity, 
prevented him from canning this project into effect. 
How.! will it be said, do you pretend to fortify towns 
that have a circuit of from 77 to 96,000 feet? You 
will require 80 or 100 fronts, fr6m 50 to 60,000 gar- 
risbn soldiers, and from 800 to 1000 cannon. Now 
60,000 soldiers are an army; would it not be better 

, to employ them in line? This objection is generally 
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made to lai^ fortified plac«$ bot it br fklse, in as 
much^ as it confounds a soldier widi a man. WithoiA 
doubt it would require from 50 to 60,000 men to de» 
fend a large city, but not Irom 50 lo 60,000 sddiers. 
In times of miHortune and great tdAamky, the statd 
may be in want of soldiers, but not of men, for its 
jntemal de£snce., 50,000 men, of whom from 2 to 
3000 are cann^tiers, would defend a capital md in- 
terdict the entry to an army d'from 3 to 400,000 men. 
Now those same 50,000 men, in a champaign coun- 
try, if they are not well trained soMiers, and com- 
manded by ejcperienced offices, would be thrown into 
disorder by a charge of 3000 cavalry. Moreover, 
. in all large cities, a part of their inclosure is capable 
^ b^iDg inundated ; f<H*, being situated on large rivers-, 
their ditches can be filled witfi water, either by natiind 
memis or by steam engkies. Places c^ such magni^^ 
tilde, and containing sudi strong garrisons, have, iii 
C€Tt9ki {Ht)pc»rtimis, commanding points, without die 
possessicm of which, it would be impos^le to hazard 
wtsring the town. 

But, whatever might have been the plan of the 
campaign adopted in 1815, whatever care might hav^ 
been taken to arm, ]provision, and supply die nkie^ 
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forced places on the frmtiers c^ Fnmce, if tt^ enemy 
ecrnimenced hostSities before &I1, Paris and Lyons 
ti?5ere the two important points; whik they wercf oc- 
cupied in sufficient force, the country would not be 
lost, nor obliged to submit to the discretion. dT its 
enemies!! 

The General of engineers, Haxo; conducted the 
I^ of fortification for Paris. He commenced with 
&e occupatbn of the he^fats of Montmartre; those 
below the mills, smd the table land from the hill of 
Chaumont to the heights of Fere la Chaise* A few 
days sufficed to trace these works, and to make them 
assume an aspect oi d^ence. He had the csmal cf 
Ourcq, running from St Doiis to the bosm ci Vilette, 
completed. The officers, belonging to iim coTpe of 
bridges and highways^ were cl^aged with this work. 
They acquitted themselves with that zeal andqpatriot^ 
ism, fcMT which they were distinguished* The eartft 
was thrown c»i the left bank for the purpose of farm- 
kig a rampart On tfae right bank they constructed 
demi-lunes, to cover the platforms. The small town 
of St Denis was mundated. From the heights of 
Pere la Chaise, to the Seine, the right rested on the 
vmks estal^Ui^d at I'Ktoile, under the cannon of 
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Vincennes, and on the redoubts in the park of Bercy- 
A caponnier of 800 toises joined the barrier .of Trone 
to the redoubt of PEtoile. This caponnier was already 
constructed; the platform was raised, and had a good 
wall on each side. These works were completed^ 
and six hundred pieces of cannon planted on them 
by the first of June. General Haxo had traced the 
works for the left bank of the Seine from opposite 
Bercy to the barrier beyond die military academy. 
Fifteen days were required to finish them. The lines 
of fortification on both shores, communicated by fol- 
lowing the right bank of the Seine along St Cloud, 
Neuilly, and St. Denis. The city being thus defend- 
ed, a fort was to be constructed enclosing the tri- 
umphal arch of Etoile ; its right supported by the 
batteries of Montmartre, its left by the works con- 
istructed on the heights of the barrier of Passy, cross- 
ing their fire with the works established on the side 
of the military academy, on the o&er shore. In fine, 
three forts intrenching the fronts of Belleville, were 
situated on the extreme ridge of Paris; so that the 
troops might there rally, and prevent die enemy, after 
having forced the lines, fbom opening on Paris in that 
direction. In a system of permanent fortifications for 
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this city, all the low parts ought to be inundated j and 
the communications wHh the fOTtified entrance to the 
bridge of Charenton and of Neuilly should be occu- 
pied by small posts. That is to say, the heights of 
,Calviaire, in order that the army might manoeuvre on 
both shores of the Marne, and Seine. The parks of 
artillery for the right shore were separated from those 
of the left. . Sixes, twdves, and eighteens, were se- 
lected for the left bank; and fours, eights, sixteens, 
and twenty -fours, for the right. This was done to 
prevent confusion in the calibres. General officers. 
Colonels, and a great number of artillery officers, were 
particularly detailed to the direqtion of this service. 
There were two battalions of marine cannoniers 
from the Atlantic coast, in number 1,600 men ; four- 
teen companies of artillery of the line, making 1,500 
men, and twenty companies of the artillery of *the 
national guard ; of volunteers from the Academy of 
Charenton, from the Polytechnic School, and from the 
Lyceum; in all from 5 to 6,000 experienced gun- 
ners, competent to manage a thousand pieces oS can- 
non. Four hundred pieces of iron twenty-fours, 
eighteens^ twelves, and sixes, had surived from Ha- 
vre, out of tlie marine arsenals^ They were placed 
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in battery. Six hundred brass field pieces Were alsd 
destined for this service. Twenty batteries, with 
field equipments, forming four reserves of five bat- 
teries eadi, were so placed as to be readily tran^pcMTt^ 
ed to any part of the Bne, either to tfie intrenchments 
of Belleville, (W to the shores of the Seine, as eiAer 
might be meimced. Independent of Aese 6,000 can- 
nonniers, 55,000 men were sufficient tpgusu'd the en- 
closure ; and Paris offered a certain resource fpr more 
than 100,000 mmi, without weakenmg the army of 
the line. 

VI. The General of Division of Engineers, Lery, 
conducted the works at Lyons. This city, situated 
at the confluence of the Soane and Rhone, is strong 
by nature. He threw up works on the left bank of the 
Rhone to cover the bridge of Morand. The bridge 
of Guillotiere he protected by a tambour, and con- 
structed a drawbridge on the middle arch. The 
suburb erf* Guillotiere is without the defences of the 
town, but its inhabitants were patriotic and courage- 
ous. The engineer determined to protect it by a line 
of redoubts, which would admit of defendihg it a 
^ long time. The old inc^osure on the right bank of 
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the Soane^ led alUmg the summit of tfie hilts and 
Pierre-encise. It was completed, as also that be- 
tween* Ae Soan^ and Rhone. The proper place to 
attack Lyons is on these fronts, between the two rivers. 
The engineer threw up, in iidvance, three field works,^ 
which were flanked by the inclosure, and by out ano- 
ther. A hundred and fifty pieces of marine artillery, 
from Toulon, and a hundred and fifty brass field 
pieces were placed in battery. By the twenty-fiftfi 
of June all these works were thrown up, pallsadoed and 
armed. A battalion of marine cannoni^rs 600 men 
strong, nine companies of artillery of the line, mak- 
ing 1,000 men, and 900 cannoniers drafted fi'om (tie 
national guards, the school of agriculture, and the 
Lyceum, completed the number of 2,500; this was 
more than sufficieht for the service of the artillery. 
A large staff of artillery was attached to the place. 
Large stores of provisions were fi:nrmed there. From 
15 to 20,000 men were sufficient to defend Lyons. 
30,000 men were to be calculated on, without weak- 
ening the line of the army. 
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CHAPTER III. 

PLAN OF CAMPAIGN. 

!• Could the French army commence hostilities on 
the first of April ?— 11. The three plans of cam- 
paign^— first project: to remain on the defensive ^ and 
wait for the armies of the enemy at Paris andLy- 
ons. — III. Second project : commence offensive ope- 
rations on the fifteenth of June^ and invade Bel- 
gium. — IV. Third project : to begin offensive ope- 
rations on the fifteenth of JunCy and in case of not 
succeeding^ to draw the enemy under Paris and 
Lyons. — This plan the Emperor adopts. 

I. The Emperor, on the night of his arrival at 
Paris, commanded General Excelmans, 'to pursue, at 
the head of 3,000 cavalry, the military household of 
the King, and either to take, disperse; or promptly 
driv^ them beyorid the frontier. But it \vas composed 
df such heterogeneous materials that it dispersed of 
itself. What remained of them were in part sur- 
rounded and disarmed at Bethune, the other part pro- 
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ceededs^ for Neuve Eglise, where the Count d'Ar- 
tois disbanded them. General ^Lxcelmans seized on 
all the horses, magazines, and baggage of this corps. 
The officers and guards, beset on all sides by the 
country people, threw oflf their uniforms, and assumed 
various disguises, to escape the popular indignation. 
A few days after Count Reille entered Flanders with 
12,000 men, to reinforce the troops of Count Erlon, 
garrisoning that frontier. The Emperor was then de- 
liberating, whether with 35 or 36,000 men he should 
commence hostilities on, the first of April, by march- 
ing on Brussels, and rallying the Belgic army under 
his standard. The English and Prussian armies, 
were weakened, scattered, without order, without com- 
manders, and without any plan of action. Part of the 
officers were on furlough. The Duke of Wellington 
was at Vienna, and Mareshal Blucher at Berlin. The 
French army might march to Brussels by the second 
of April ; but 1st. Hopes of peace were cherished. 
France desired it, and would have highly censured ^ 
premature offensive movement, 2d. To assemble 
35 or 36,000 men it would have been necessary to 
abandon the twenty-threp fortified places from Calais 
to Philippeville, forming the triple line of the north. 



SQ MEMOIRS [BooKlX* 

If the public spirit of this frontier had been as good 
as that of Alsace, otihe Voges, of Ardennes, or the 
Alps, this would not have been of much consequence ; 
but the inhabitants of Flanders were divided in their 
opinion. The local national guards could not there- 
fore be trusted to garrison them. It would require a 
month to raise and march, from the neighbouring de- 
partments, the elite of the national guards, to re- 
place the troops of the line. 3d. In fine, the Duke 
of Angouleme was marching towards Lyons, and 
the troops of Marseilles on Grenoble., The first 
news of the commencement of hostilities would have 
encouraged the discontented. It was first of all es- 
sentially necessary to expel the Bourbons from the 
empire, and to rally the French people. This did 
not take place until the twentieth of April. {See the 
pieces at the end of this work.) 

II. During the month of May, when France was 
tranquillised, and every hope of preserving the ex- 
ternal peace of the country had vanished, the armies 
of different powers being on their march to the 
frontiers of France, the TEmperor meditated oa the 
plan erf campaign to be adopted. Three presented 
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themselves. The first to remain on the defensive, 
leaving to the allies the odium of aggression, engage 
them in our' fortified places, and having penetrated 
to Paris and Lyons, upon these tvv^o bases to com- 
mence a vigotX)us and decisive war. Tins plan had 
many advantages : 1st. The allies would not be ready 
to take the field before the fiftefenth of July ; they 
could npt arrive before Paris and Lyons until the fif- 
teenth of August. The first, second, third, fourth, 
fifth, and sixth corps, the four corps of cavalry, and 
the guards, would concentrate at Paris. These corps 
counted, on the fifteenth, 140,000 men under arms : 
on the fiftei^nth of August they would have consisted 
of 240,000. The first corps of observation of Jura, 
and the seventh army. corps would concfentrate at 
Lyons. They contained on the fifteenth of June 
25,000 men, under arms ; pn the fifteenth of August ' , 
they would have consisted of 60,000. 2d. The for- 
tifications of Paris and Lyons would have been finish- 
cd and completed by the fifteenth of August. 3d. 
Then there would have been time to complete the 
organisation and equipment of the forces destined for 
the defence of Paris and Lyons, to reduce the national 
guards of Paris, to quadruple the riflemen of that ca- 
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pifal, by augmenting ^em to 6Q^00Q men., Theiet 
battalbns cS riBtmtn being officesed firom the Ibe^ 
would be of great service. These joined ,ta 6,000 
canncmiers of Ae line, t)f the marine, and tjf the na* 
tional guards, and to the 40,000 m&x of the dqxxCat of 
the seventy regiments of infantiy, alKl (^ the unum- 
fmtned guards, belonging to the army corps near Pa* 
ris, would raise the force defied to guard the in- 
trenched camp of Park to 11&,000 men. At Lyons 
the garrison would l3e composed ci 4,000 nai^bnai 
guards, 12,000 riflemen, 2,000 cannoniers, atid 7,000 
then belonging to the depots of the eleven regiments 
of infentry near Lyotas. Total 25,000 men. 4th. The 
armies of ^e enemy penetmtii^ towartls Paris kosh 
th^ north and rast, w6uld be obliged to leav^ lS0fiO9 
men before the forty-two fc^fied j^ces, on those two 
frontiers. Estima^g the fcfrce of these hostile ar- 
mies at 600,000 n^n, they .would be reduced Vb 
450,000 oh their arrival bcfisre Fms. The allied af^ 
itiies penetrating towards Lyons, would be obliged 
to set down in sufficient fierce bef6re the ten fronti^ 
fortifications of Jura and die Alps. Suppo^ng dieoli 
150,000 men, cm their investment of Lyons they 
\v^u!d scarcely have 100,000. 5th. The nationd 
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jcn^ havk^ attadud its heig^, would excite great 
efiergy m NomuiMiy and &etagiie, Auvergne^ Bory^ 
Slc* NnfHofom battalions ivouki daily arrive at Pa- 
ris. Every dung would be augmenting on the si^ 
of Fcanee, and dimia^ing on die^part of the allies. 
6tb. 5240,OM men^ i»anoeuvrii^ on die two shores of 
die Seine and Manie, under die command of ^ die 
En^eror, and [nx>fected by the vast mtraiched camp 
of Btfis, guarded by 116,000 stationary troops, 
woiddfindly defeat 450,000 enemy. 60,^000 men, 
cemmanded by Mareshal Sudiet, manceuvring on 
bdfa shcms of die Bhone and Soane, protected by die 
works of Lyons, defet^dedby 25,000 stadoniuy troops^ 
woi^ overcome tibe army erf* die enemy, and die sat 
cred cause oi diecoui^ wotild tdnn^h. 

JQ. The second plan was to commence hostilities 
hefdre die enemy could be {n'^avedi Now it being 
iQq)09sit4e fior the allies tq commence hostilities bo- 
five the fifteendi of July ; it would be necessary tp 
,ta|;e die field on die fifteenth of June, and to def^^at 
die Englisji and Prussian armies in Belgium, before 
die armies of Russia, Austria, Bavaria, Wurtem- 
ftourg, &c. had arrived m the Bfaine* On die fif- 
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t^erttti of JCinc, an-armyof t40,00d msh coidd be 

assembled in Tkmdiit*s, lea^in^ a diam'^f posts lddfi|f 

sd) the fkmtiers, and Igood gamsoMin the fbrtressel^ 

1st. If die ErigKsfti aiid Prijssian armiiss 'shoidd be 

beaten, Belgium would rise, and . her armies would 

recruk diose of France. . 2d; The defeat cf die £ng^ 

lish army would be die downfel of the British niinis^ 

try, who 'would he rejdaced by friends to peace, to 

Iberty, and tolhe independence of nations. Thiscit- 

cncDstsmce akme.would tenKiinate die war. 3d. If 

vtys 'should not be the case, die army, victorious in 

Belgium, ^nd^strengdiehed by die fifth army corps^ 

» 
which remained in Alsace, and by the recruks from 

the depots during the months of June and July, would 
march towanis: the; . Voges against the Russian and 
: Austrian army. 44h. The advantages of this plan 
were many. It txjnibrmed to the genius of the na- 
tion ^4o die spirit ^nd^prkiciples'df fliis war. It would 
remedy the clreadful inconvenience attached to the 
fest project, that c£ abandoning Flanders, Picardy, 
Artois, Abace,: Lorraine Ghampaign, Bm-gundy, 
Franche Compte, and Dauphiny, widiout firing a 
musket. But was it possible with 140,000 men to 
defeat the two armi^ covering Belgium, namely, the 
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j^glbh aimy^ comistmg of 104^000 mei^ under 
anna^ (See the esHmaie 6); aaddie Pruamn army 
^iaOfWtMn,waSs^ The 

strengdi 6[ these armies oug^ not to bd valued by a 
comparison <)f the numbers ^4,000 wkh 140,000, 
because the armies of the alfies were compc^^ of 
troops qS different degrees of worth. An English- 
man might be equal to a Frenchman, two Hollanders, 
Pmssians, or confedemtbf^ men to onie Frenchman. 
The -enemy's armies were cantoned under die com- 
mand of two different generals, ahd were composed 
,of the individuals oi natioiKs, diffi^g in ofmiion and 
Interest; 

IV. The mcmdi c^ May passed in these medita'^ 
tions. The insurrection of La Vendee weakened 
the army oX Flanders^20,0(X) men, reducing it to 
120,000. This was to unfortunate oocurreoce, and 
lessened the chance cS success But the war in La 
Vendee might extend; die allies, masters of several 
. ]»t>vinces, might rally parti2suis for the Bourbons. 

* N. B. Not comprising the fourteen English regi- 
ments part disembarked at Ostend, from America, part 
garrisoning the fortresses in Belgium. 



AUkx^ liie pitfifdi) of Fntfuee w«o fTAne td ftoM 
FiJQfiO)^ jre^ the:ai&eeh ^ an loni^ 
wMld bfi fawt^slde 46 them. On tiie otbgr sld«^^ 
Bdgifim, M ^ few 4epafti»«iiteQf ij>e Rto^ kh*^ 

soioe luidenrtandi^g m 4^ B^lgip ^siy. Thia^* 
termined the Eiifp^^ to a4opt a thud pl^, wbkh 
was to attack the ]^i|^^«b ^nd frussi^Q anny on the 
fiftpienth qi Jm^^ to sepai^^t^ a^ to defeat them^ aii4 
if he failed^ to cwfioy kis army at Pari? and l^^m* 
It mustj^e acknpwledged ^ t^ armyi ^psf N^vk^ 
l^en rejfuji^ in Belgiuip^ would return wea^e^^ im 
Psffis; that the occasbn would be lost of r^dDcing 
the national guards of Paris from 36,000 to 8,000^. 
and c^ augmisqting.tbe rifiep^en to 60,000; f<^ this 
could not be done in thfe absence of die Emperor, mA 
^WS ^^* ^^ 1^^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^> that %e idlids, 
VIk) pf thenkseWea would not commmice bo^Htics 
l^9Fe Ae l^tfe of July, wwW be urged on t(> it by 
the fii^t qf July, if atts^ki^ in Junci. Tl^ir jamch 
towards Pjuris wo^ld ajbo be much more rapid after a 
victcMy; and moreover, the army of Flanders, re- 
duced to 120,000, was inferior by 90,000 men to d»t 
of Mareshal Bluchpr, and of Wellington. But in 
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t8l4> iVaaiee with 40,000 men^ iiced the vn^ cont- 
mamied by Maredial BtiMdii^, iMd that caBunanded 
by Prince Schwattaenfaerg, and yAutt the two filii- 
peifi^ and liie King ttf Prussia i;i«»pfes^ Tbesfe 
artiues united amounted to SSO,000 menw Siie bslA 
«fi^n beaten them!! At die bxaMe <)F Montmimd, 
the Cdrps df Sai^ein, of Yorck^ md ttf Klefc, amount-' 
<hI to 40,000 men; they t^ere attetked, defeated, and 
driven beyond die Marae by 16y000 f nenchftien, 
^athdy^ &e foot and horse guards, ^fe diviision Ricard 
ifif 1 ISO men, aiid a dhrisiJDn c^ coiiiasMersL • Mar^aft 
BkK^r, whh 20/)OO min, wai kept ih ch«:k by die 
cotps of Marmont of 4,<X)0 mten; as was also (he 
army of Schwartzenfod-g of 100,000 men, by Ac 
scarps bf Macddtiald, Ou<£not, ^and Ointrd, being alto- 
geAf^ less Hvm 18,000 men. 

Hitt Duke of DalmjBftia waas appointed Msgoir-Ge- 
Q^ ^ liie 4rmy. On die second of June he issued 
^le following gc^ of the di^ «fd ibmiediately^kit 
Faria m viak the iimresses dP Flahders and itss amrh 

^ The most a&gust ceremony has just ^^oteecrated 
" our bii^itutions. The Emperor has received from 
"the delegates of the people, and the depmta'tKins rf 
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"all Ae corps of the aimy, the expressions of the 
" voice of the whole nation on the additional act to 
** the constitutions of the empire, \yhich had been 
*^ sent for his acceptance. A neyv path unites France 
" to the Emperor. Thuis are the destinies accom- 
" plishedy and all the effects of an impbus league can , 
" no longer separate Ae interests df a great people 
" from that of the h«ro who, by his brilliant victories, 
*' has been the admindon of the universe. 

" It is at the time when the national good will ma- 
" ntfest itself widi so much energy, that the dries of 
** war are heard.. It is at the moment when France 
^* is at peace with all Europe, that foreign armies ad- 
" vance on our frontiers: what are the intentions erf 
" this new coalition? do they mean to erase France 
" from the rank of natioi^s? do they intend to plunge 
" into slavery twenty-eight miUbns of Frerichm6n? 
" Have they forgotten the first leaguisr fcHmed against 
" our .independence, served to our aggrandisement 
"and gfory? A hundred distinguished victories, 
" which momentaly reverses and unfortunate circum-' 
** stances could not efface, ought to recal to them 
" that a free nation, conducted by a great man, is m- 
" vincible. 
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<' Every' one is a soldier in France when it b a 
^ questbn of national honour ac liberty. A comm(xi 
^^ interest now unites Frenchnnen. The obligations 
^ violttice forced us bto are annulled by the flight of 
" the Bourbons from France, by the appeal they have 
^ jnade to foreign armies for assistance to remount 
** the throne they have abandoned, and by the unani- 
^* mous voice of the nation, who, in resuming the 
**free exercise of their rights, have solemnly dis- 
*ravowed all that has been done without their partici- 
^* pation. 

" France cannot receive laws from foreigners^ 
** Those who have gone to request a parricidal assis- 
, ** tance will not be long before they learn and expe- 
** rience, as well as Aeir predecessors, that contempt 
** and infamy follows their steps, and that they can 
^* only e£&ce the opprobrium that attaches to them by 
** returning in our ranks. 

" A new career of glory is now before the army. 
" History will make distinguished mention of the 
•* military deeds, which have gained reno^ for the 
^^ defenders of their country and national honour. It 
^* is said our enemies are numerous, but what is that? 
^* It will be the more glorious to conquer them ; and 
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" their defeat will shed the more lustre on our arms. 
^^ The contest commencing is not beyond Ae genius 
*^ of Napoleon, nor our forces. Do we not behdd 
*" the departments rivalling each odier in devotion to 
** the cause, and forming, as if b^ enchantment, five 
" himdred brave battalions of national guards, who 
** already have come to double our ranks, to defend 
*' our fortresses, and tb participate in the glory of the 
" army? It is the high excitement of the attachment 
" of a generous people, that no power can conquer, 
" and that posterity will admire. To arms! 

** Soon the signal will be given for every one to be 
** at his post. Our victorious phalanxes will derive 
** the greater renown from the number of our ene- 
"mies. Soldiers! Napoleon directs us. We fight 
" for the independence of our fine country. We are 
"invincible.'^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN OF JUNE, Ij8l5. 

I. State and position of the French army on the even- 
ing of the lAth of June. — II. State and position of 
the English and Prussian army. — III. Manoeuvres 
^nd combats of the fifteenth. — ^IV. Position of the 
, belligerent armies on the night of the fifteenth^ six- 
teenth. 

I. The fourth corps, commanded by Count Ge- 
rardj* left Metz on the sixth of June, crossed the 
Meuse, and arrived on the fourteenth at Phih'ppeville. 

• * Lieutenant-General Count Qerard commanded the 
V fourth corps. Lieutenant-General Count Girard com- 
manded the third division of the second corps. To pre- 
vent confusion we will give the title of Count to General 
Gerard^ and designate his name in italics. The denomi- 
nation of General will be applied General Qirard, and 
his name given in Roman characters. 
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Count Belliard took the command of Metz, and of 

the frontier of Sarre. He carefully masked the move- 

* 
ments of the fourth corps, by occupying, the frontier 

with detachments of the battalions of the elite of na- 
tional guards, detailed &om the ganisons of Metz^ 
Longwy, Sarre Louis, &c. and of the free corps, 
raised in those departijients, that were uniformed and 
organized. The imperial guards marched from Paris 
cm the eighth of June towards Avesne. The first 
corps left the vicinity of Lille, and the second Valen- 
^ ^iennes, for positions between Maubeuge and Avesne.. 
The garrisons of all the fortresses from Dunkirk 
masked this movement by occupying the passes with 
strong detachments; so that, at the time the canton- 
ments of this frontier were concentrating, die out- 
posts were tripled; and the enemy, deceived, sup* 
posed the whole army was assembled on the left. 
The sixth corps marched from Lacm upon Avesne. 
The four corps of cavalry concentrated on the Sam- 
bre. The Emperor left Paris on the morning of the 
twelfth, breakfasted at Soissons, slej^ at Laon, gave 
his last orders respecting the stores and defences of 
that place, and arrived at Avesne on the thirteenth. 
On the evening of the fourteenth the army formed 



Cmap.IV.] op napoleon. qq 

three encampments; the left, mor6 than 40,000 men 
strong, comprising the first and second corps, en- 
camped on the right bank of the Sambre, at Ham- 
sur-heure, and at Solze-sur- Sambre; the centre, 
amounting to upwards of 60,000, and composed of 
the third and sixdi corps, of the imperial guards, and 
of the reserve of cavalry, at Beaumont, where the 
head quarters were also located ; the right, exceeding 
15,000 men, formed of the fourth corps, and a divi- 
sk)n of cuirassiers, in advance of Philippeville. The 
encampments were established in the rear of hills, a 
league from the frontier, so that the smoke of our 
fires might not be perceived by the enemy, who in 
reality knew nothing of our position. By the returns, 
on the evening of the fourteenth, the army amount- 
ed to 122,400 men and 350 pieces of cannon, 
namely: 
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On the same evening the Emperor addressed the 
anny in the following order of the day : 

" Soldiers ! This day is the anniversary of the bat- 
" tie of Marengo and Friedland. Then, as at Aus- 

* N. B. The cannoniers, and soldiers of the artillery 
train, the pontoniers, the sappers and miners, the soldiers 
of the wagon train, that is, those who are employed in 
transporting provisions, and the requisites of an army, 
are comprised in this return ; all being enrolled in 
France. The grooms and postillions of the officers, not 
being engaged by the state, are not comprised therein. 
Fifteen years ago the artillery drivers, the wagoners,* 
See. were not included in the returns, being neither pard 
nor clothed by the state, but by the contractors. This 
made a difference of a twentieth in the returns, so that 
an army of 120,000 men would only have been returned 
J.14,000. This is the case with the English. •An Eng- 
lish army returning 1 14,000 men, would really be 120,000. 
In this army there were, forty-six men of the artillery 
and of engineers for each piece of ordnance, comprising 
the military equipage and train of both ; that is thirty, 
four men for each piece were with the army, and twelve 
with the park. The staflf of the artillery, the staff of the 
engineers, cannoniers of the pieces, the artillery drivers, 
the sappers, miners, and workmen, and two companies of 
the wagon train attached to each army corps are com- 
prised in the first number. The pontoniers, yrith their 
equipage of pontoons, the workmen of the park, the. 



72 MEMOIRS [BookIX. 

** terlitz and at Wagram, we were too generous. We 
'^ put faith in the protestations and oaths of princes, 
** whom we left on their thrones. But to day, allied 
" together, they are arrayed against the independence, 
" and the most sacred rights of France. They haire 
" commenced the most unjust aggression. Are not 
*' they, are not we, any more the same men ? 

** Soldiers of Jena ! against these same Prussians, 
" to-day so arrogant, you were one to two, and at 
" Montmirail one to three. 

" Let those among you who have been captives to 
"the English, describe their prison ships, and the 
" evils they have suffered. 

" Saxons, Belgians, Hanoverians and the soldiers of 
" the cortfederation all extremely regret^ ihiM they are 
" forced to lift iheir arms in the cause of princes, ene- 
" mies of justice, and of the rights of the people. 

soldiers of the train attached to double approvisioning, 
to the caissons, and other vehicles belonging to the park, 
the reserve of sappers and miners, the workmen of the 
engineers, and the men belonging to the wagon train 
companies, of the reserve df military equipage, are in-' 
eluded in the second number. So that this army of 
120,000 men, did not really consist of more than 114,000 
combatants, and three hundred and fifty pieces of cannon. 
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"They know this coalition to be insatiable! After 
" it has Swallowed up twelve millions of Polanders, 
" twelve millions of Italians, a million of Saxons, six 
" millions of Belgians, it will destroy the German 
" slates of the second order. 

"Madmen! a moment of prosperity has blinded 
"them. The oppression and humiliation pf the 
" French people is out of tlieir power! If they enter 
" France^ they will there finid their graves. 

" Spiders! we have forced marches to make, bat* 
" ties to fight, £fad perils to encounter; but, with firm- 
" ness, victcay will be ours. The rights, the honour 
" of the country will be reconquered. 

" For all Frenchmen of courage, the time has ar- 
" rived to conquer or die/^ ^ 

II. On the fourteenth the enemy were, without any 
apprehension, in their cantonments. The Prussian 
army formed the left, and the English army the right. 
The first, commanded by Marshal Blucher^ amount- 
ed to ia),000 ttien, namely, 85,000 infantiy, 20,000 
cav^, 15,000 artillery, engineers and military bag- 
gage; -and had three hundred pieces of canncm. It 

K 
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was divided into four corps. The fiffet, Commanded 
by General Zietten, rested on the English cantoi\- 
ments, bordered on the Sambre, and had Charleroy 
for its head-quarters, and Fleurus fcM- the point of con- 
centration. The second, under the orders of General 
Pirch, was cantoned, on the frontier^ iti the envifons 
bf Namur, its pfoint of concentration. The third, 
under the command of General Thielmar, stretched 
along the Meuse to the environs of Dinant. Its point 
(jf concentration was Ciney. The fourth corps, com- 
manded by General Bulow, was stationed in the rear 
of the three first. Its head-quarters was at Liege. 
Half a day was required to assemble each corps. The 
anny was to form a junction behind Fleurus. The 
first corps was there already; iht second, at Namur, 
was eight leagues distant; the third, at Ciney, four- 
teen leagues; and the fourth, at Ham, sixteen. The 
head- quarters of Marshal Blucher was at Namur, 
distant sixteen leagues from that of the Duke of 
Wellington, who was at Brussels. 

The English army, under the orders of thfc 
Duke of Wellington, was composed of .twenty- 
four bHgades, of which nine were English, ten 



^ 



Chap. IV.] OP NAPOLEON- 75 

German,* five from Holland and the Low Countries ; 
of eleven divisions of cavalry, formed from sixteen 
English regiments, nine Germanf and six Holland. 

* Namely: 2 German Legions in the pay of England 
S Hanoverians 

1 of Nassau 

2 of Brunswick 

10 

t Namely:, 5 German Lirgions 

3 Hanoverians 
1 of Brunswick 
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veterans at Ostend, arid the ninth, twenty-fifth, twen- 
ty-ninth, and thirty-seventh English regiments, in 
the fortresses of the Belgic firontiers, where considera- 
ble bodies of militia had assembled. The nine Eng- 
lish brigades, the five Hanoverian, and the two bri- 
gades of the German Legion, formed six divisions, 
denominated English. The five Holland brigades, 
with that of Nassau,' constituted three, called Belgic; 
the troops of Brunswick composed one. These ten 
divisions were divided into two great corps of infan- 
try. The first was commanded by the Prince of 
Orange, whose head-quarters was at Braine-le-Comte. 
It was composed of five divi^ns, of which two were 
Eriglish, namely, the guards and the third division, 
axid three Belgic. Their points of junction were 
Enghien, 'SeJignes, Braine-le-Compte, and Nivelle. 
The second corps was under the orders of Lord Hill, 
whose head-quarters was at Brussels. It was com- 
posed of five divisions, four English and that df 
Brunswick. Their rallying points were Brussels, 
Ath, Halle and Gand. Lord Uxbridge commanded 
the c^vahy . Grammont was his point dT rendezvous. 
.The general park was cantoned round Gand. It re- 
quked half a ^y for each divisicm tg march to its 
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rallying point The army was to concentrate at 
Quatre Brafe, in order to be two leagues on the right 
of the Prussians. The head-quarters of the Prkice 
of Orange was six leagues distant from Quatre Bras^ 
Nivelles two and a half, Enghien thirteen, Soignes 
eleven, Brussek, the principal head-quarters of the 
army, eight, Gand seventeen, <kammont thirteen, 
Atfi thirteen. Two entire days were therefore re- 
quked ftar both armies to form their united line of 
battle. Together, their force would be 224,2Q0 
men, namely : ^ ^ 

English. « Pmasiaos. 

ArtilleVy 11,200 15,000 26,20oJ '^*'''' |t%^»?^ ^^^" 

Ordnanoe 255 pifsces, 288 pieees, 545 pieees. 

In the night of the fourteenth, — ••fifteenth, the spies 
on their return to the head-quarters of the French . 
army at Beaumont, announced that all was quiet at 
Namur, Brussels, and Charleroy. This was a fortu- 
nate presage. The concealment of the movements 
of the French army, for two dkys, was, in itself, a 
great poinfgained. The Prussian army ws^ already 
forced either to throw its point of junctioin more'in 
the rear of Fleurus, or to receive battle in that posi- 
tion, where the English could not assist then^. The 
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characters gf the two commanding generals was v^ry 
different. The partisan habits of Marshal Blucher, 
his activity, and daring character, formed a great con- 
trast to the circumspection and slow marches of the 
Duke of Wellington. If the Prussian army were 
not first attacked) it would be mote alert and expedi- 
tious to succour the English army, than this last . 
would be to reinfcMce Marshal Blucher. ' All the 
operations of Napoleon tended towards the attacking ' 
05 the Prussians in the first instance. 

III. At day br^ak on the fifteenth of June, the 
tiu*ee French columns comnienced their march. The 
advance guard of the left, composed of the division 
of Prince Jerome, of the second corps, on leaving its 
encampments, fell in with the advanced guard of the 
Prussian corps of General Zietten 5 it encountered 
and repulsed it, took possession of the bridge of Mar- 
chiennes, and made five hundred prisoners. The 
Prussian advaQce rallied on Charleroy. The cavalry 
corps of General Pajol, forming the advance guard 
of 'tfie centre, was in motion by three in the morning. 
It was to be supported by General Vandamme^s 
corps of infantry. From Beaumont to Charleroy there 
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were no catisways over tibc bad crossings where defiles 
are continually met with. Th6 third corps was en- 
camped a league and a half on the right of Beau- 
mont At six jn^ the meaning Count Vandamme was 
still in his camp, although he i should have left it at 
the time the cayahy did. The emperor having per- 
ceived, it advanced with his guards, and entered Char- 
leroy at noon, preceded by the light cavalry of Gene- 
* ral' Pajol, who were pursuing tiie enemy sword in 
hand. The corps of Genefal Vandamme di4 not ar- 
rive there until three o^clock in the afternoon. The 
right, commanded by Count Gerard^ got possession 
of the bridge of Chatelet, at an early hour. All the 
columns arrived in the evening. From Charleroy to 
Brussels is fourteen leagues. A paved road leads to 
it, though Gosselies, Trasne, Quartre Bras, Genappe 
and Waterloo : at the distance of five hundred toises 
from Charieroy another artificial road takes to the 
right, through Gilly to Namur, eight leagues distant 
from Charleroy. Zietten's corps, iriformed by the 
hussars, of the movement of the French army, has- 
tily evacuated Charleroy, by these two routes. One 
division retired by the road to Brussels, and haltedat 
Gosselies: the other took the route to Namur, and 
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halted at Gilly. General Pajol followed the enemy, 
on the route to Namur. General Clary, with a bri- 
gade of hussars, followed them on that to Brussels, 
The troops skirmished on both these roads. General 
Claiy not being sufficiently strong, was supported by 
General Lefebvre Desnouettes, with the light cavalry 
of the guards, and his two divisions of artillery. 
Duhesme's division of young foot guards, were 
placed in reserve in rear of PajoPs cavalry. A regi-' 
ment was detached from it to take post midway be- 
tween Charleroy and Gosselies, acting as a reserve to 
the cavalry of General Lefebvre Desnouettes. Count 
Reille crossed the Sambre on the bridge of Marchi- 
ennes, and marched towards Gosselies, there to take 
the road to Brussels, and push on as far as Qtatre* 
Bras. Greneral Count Erlon received orders to sup- 
port General Reille. As soon as Marshal Grouchy 
opened on Charleroy with the reserve of cavalry, and 
followed by the third army corps, he' took the route 
to Gilly, which General Zietten evacuated to take po- 
sition between Gilly and'Fleurus, protected by a 
piece of woods. General Reille got possession of 
Gosselies after a slight resistance. Marshal Ney 
had just arrived cm the field of battle. The Empe- 
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ror immediately ordered him to Gosselies, there to 
take command of all the left, composed of the first 
and second corps of Lefebvre Desnouettes, the di- 
vision of caValiy, and of Ae cavalry corps of Ge- 
neral Kellerman^ amounting together to 47,800 men, 
to scour the road from Gosselies towards Brussels, to 
take post on it, beyond Quatre Bras, and to keep 
possession in a military manner, by having strong 
advanced guards on the route to Brussels, Namur, 
and Nivelles. The division of General Zietten^s 
corps, which had defended Gosselies, retired by a 
movemei](t on their left toward Fleurus. General 
Reille ordered the third division, commanded by Ge- 
neral Git^d, to foUpw it 5 and with his cavalry and 
4rfhree other divisions, marched towards Quatre Bras* 
Prince Bernard oi Saxe commanded a- brigade of 
4,000 men, ©f Nassau troops, this was tlie second of 
the third Belgic division. As soon as he hearid thq 
report of cannon on the side of Charleroy, and waa 
infcHrmed of the retreat of Zietten, he marched to* 
wards Frasne, and there posted himself 1000 toises 
in advance of Quartre Bras, on the road to Brussels. 
General Lefebvre Desnouettes, after a slight cannon- 
ade, by making a demonstration of turning his position^ 
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and cutting him off from Quatre Bras, forced him to 
retire. He took station between Quatre Bras, and 
Genappe. Count Reille was marching without any 
obstruction to encamp in advance of Quatre Bras, 
when he was joined by M^^rshat Ney, who having 
heard a cannonading in the direction of Fleures, and 
received the report of General Girard, that a consi- 
derable fiarce was in that direction, thought it prudent 
to take positicm, having his advance guard at Frasne, 
and videttes placed towards Quatre Bras, 

The corps oi Vandamme and of Grouchy, haying 
united at Gilly, deceived by false reports, lost two 
hours, in post, supposing there were 200,000 Prus- 
sians in the rear of the woods, and in advance of 
Fleuriis. The j^mperor himself reconnoitred the 
enemy, and judging that the woods covered only two 
divisions of the corps of Zietten, of 18 or 20,000 
men, he gave immediate order to advance/ The 
enemy retreated, and were briskly pursued. A charge 
c^ four squadrons, commanded by General Letort, 
broke tiu*ou^ two squares, and destroyed the twenty- 
eighth Prussian regiment : but the intrepid Letort re- 
ceived a mortal wound. This general was one of the 
nio^ distinguished cavalry officers j none more brave ; 
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nor possessed in a greater degree the art of exciting a 
charge, and electrifying both men and horses. His 
voice and example made the most timid brave. At 
night the corps of Vandammc and Grouchy took post 
in the woods of Trichenage and Lambiteart, near 
Fleurus. 

K 

J 

IV. Durmg the ni^t of the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
the head quarters of the French were located at 
Charleroy. Marshal Blucher^s at Namur. The 
Duke of Wellington's at Brussels. . The first Prus- 
sian army corps, under the command of General 
Zietten, weakened by the loss of 2,000 men, concen- 
trated on the heights in rear of Fleurus, occupying 
that village by a detachment The second corps, 
which had rallied at Namur, was all night on the 
march to join the first, at Sombref. The third cwps 
assembled in part at Namur, and in part at Ciney. 
The first marched all night for Sombref, where it ar- 
rived on the morning of the sixteenth ; it was impos- 
sible for the second part to be there before the after- 
noon of the same day, pending the battle. The 
fourth corps, commanded by General Bulow, not hav- 
ing received orders for concentration until late, and, 
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consideiing the distance, could not be on its route 
until the sixth. It did not enter Gembloux, two 
leagues distant from Sombref, until the night of the 
sixteenth, seventeenth, after the loss of the battle. 

On the fifteenth, at seven o'clock in the evening, 
the Duke of Wellington was informed, by a courier 
from Marshal Blucher, that hostilities had com- 
menced, that a strong French reconnaisance had put 
to the sword some of his out-posts. This appeared 
to him to require nothing more, than an order for his 
line to be on their guard. At eleven o'clock at night, 
a second courier from Marshal Blucher, announced 
to him. that the French had entered Charleroy at 
eleven on the fifteenth, and were marching in line to- 
wards Brussels, that the whole line between Mar- 
chiennes, Charleroy and Chatelet, was broken and 
covered with troops, that the French army was 
150,000 men strong, and the Emperor at their head. 
He immediately issued orders for the breaking up of 
the cantonments, and for each division to concentrate 
at its assigned place, and there to await further orders. 
The third Belgic division, which alone of the Eng- 
lish army, occupied cantonments within six leagues 
of Quatre Bras, was competent to arrive there in 
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in the morning of the sixteenth. Foiur other divisions 
withm the distance of nine leagues, mi^t be there 
by the evening of the same day : But the remainder 
of the army, distant about 12, 13,, 14, 17 and 19 
leagues, could not concentrate there until the night of 
the sixteenth, seventeenth, and the fdlowing day. Th^ 
artUlery and cavalry were also in this situation. But 
when united at Quatre Bras, the English army would 
be- two leagues distant from Fleurus. At Brussels 
the drums beat the signal to arms on the night of the 
fifteenth, sixteenth. The Brunswick division, and 
the fifth English divisicm, there, were on their march 
to Quatre Bras, in the morning. 

The French army passed the night in three columns. 
The left, commanded by Marshal Ney, had its head 
quarters atGosselies, its videttes upon Quatre Bras, 
and its advanced guard at Frasne ; the second corp^, 
attached to it, was between Frasne and Gosselies, 
having in advance General Girard's division to its 
right on the road to Fleurus ; its first corps was 
in column from Marchiennes to Gosselies. The 
centre, composed of the reserve of cavalry and the 
third corps, was in the woods between Fleurus and 
Charleroy j the guards were in column oh the road 
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from Charleroy to Gilly ; and the sixth corps in ad- 
vance of Charleroy. The third column, forming the 
ri^t, was in advance of the bridge of Chatelet The 
whole army was thus united, having crossed the Sam- 
bre by three bridges : the left on that of Marchiennes, 
distant 2,000 toises from that of Charleroy, upon 
which the centre had crossed, and it was 3,000 toises 
from the bridge of Chatelet, over which the right had 
passed. The Frcgich lay \mder arms during !he 
night of the fifteenth, sixteenth, in a square of four 
leagues. It was equally competented to bear on the 
Prussians or English. It was already placed between 
them. The two armies of the enemy were surprised, 
and their communications with each other very much 
interrupted. All the movements of the Emperor had 
succeeded to his wish. He had it now in his power 
to attack the opposed armies in detail. There was 
no alternative left them to avert the dreadful evil, un- 
less to give up the ground, and to unite th^ir forces 
at Brussels, or beyond it. 
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CHAPTER Y. 

BATTLE OF UGNY, 

I. March of the French army to attack the Prussians. 
—•II. Battle of Ligny on the sixteenth of June. — 
III. Engagement at Quatre Bras, on the same day. 
— ^I V. Positions of the armies in the night of the 
sixteenth, seventeenth. — V. Tfieir operations on the 
seventeenth. — VI. Their positions in the night of 
the seyenteenthy eighteenth. 

I. In the night, Marshal Ney received (Htlers to 
march oa the sixteenth, at day-break, in advance of 
Quatre Bras, to take a strong position on the road to 
Bi'assels, guarding the roads to Nivelles and Namur, 
by his flankers of the right and left. Count Flahaut, 
aid-de-camp-general, carried these ^ orders, and re- 
mained all day with the Marshal. The division of 
General Girard, the third of the second corps, which 
was lying in observation opposite Fleures, received 
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orders to renmin m its jx>8ition ; it beuig to act under 
die immediate command c^the Emperor; who, with 
the eentre and right of his army, marched to attack 
the Prusskin army, before its fourth corps, under the 
wders of General Bulow, could come up, and before 
tilie English army should have assembled on its right. 
The riflemen met at tfie village of Fleurus; but, 
dter a few discharges of cannon, those of the enemy 
fell back on their army, which was then perceived to 
be in order of battle; their left, on the village of Som- 
brcf, occupying the road of Namur; their centre, at 
the village of Ligny ;. their right on the village of St. 
Araand ; their reserve occupied a line of 3000 toises, 
on the heists of the windmill of Bry. The IVench 
army hsdted, aii^d formed. It was ten o^clock ih die 
morning. The third corps was in advance of Fleurus, 
having Ae division dF Girard on its left 1200 toise 
distant; the fourth corps formed the centre. Marshal 
Grouchy, with the cavalry of Pajol and Excelmans, 
composed the right. The guards, infantry, artillery, 
and Milhaud's corps of cuirassiers, formed a se- 
cond line, on the ridge, commanding the plain be- 
hind Fleurus. • 



H 
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' TlieEtiipemr, widi a smaUretinpe, rode along d^ 
cham of videttes, ascended die he^^ tod ^ wind*^ 
mfllsy and perfec^y ascertamed Ib^ ppsldon of &t 
enemy's mtny. It certakily consisted of a fc^ce eK«« 
^^eedii^ 80,000 men; k$ firont was covered by a 
deep laione; its r%fat was in the wind. The Ime of 
batde was perpendicular to t!^ road of Namur, ^md 
to Quatre Brs^ ; and, in a directk)fi» finom the village 
of Sombref to Gosselies* The point of Quatre Bias 
was perpendicular ta the near of the nud^ of the 
line. It is evident dmt Mardial Biucher didnc^ ex- 
pect to be attacked oh iSm day. He supposed Im 
should have time to ccmiplete the concentration of his 
army^ and to be suf^orted oa his r%ht by tfie Eiog* 
Ush army, which was to open On Quatre Bras, by 
the road^ of Brussels and .Niveltes, on the seven* 
teenih. 

An officier of the staff of Ae left wing broi^ in* 
telligence^ that as Marshal Ney was on Ae point c^ 
marching to the position, in advance of Quatre*]l%as» 
he was stopped by hearbg a cantaonade on his kft 
flahk, and by reports brought him that die two Eng- 
Ksh and Prussian armies had already effected their 
junction, in the environs of Fleurusj fliat, ia this. 
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fSUd^ otzSbkSf should he continue his march» he 
would be tmsied; that he was ready to execnte,any 
orders die £mperar shoidd send him, on bdng in- 
formed of diis new incident ^ The Emperor blamed 
him fear' having riready lost eight hours; what he 
tamed a new occarrehce had existed since die even- 
ir^ before: he reiterated die order, to march in ad- 
vance ci Qyatre Bras; and that, as soon as he had 
taken post, to detadi a column of 8000 infimtiy, witfi 
i» (avafay division of Lefebvre Desnouettes, and 
twen^r-e^t pieces of cannon, by the road leacfing 
fitAm Quatre Bras toKamur; and at die village of 
Mdrc^i^s to leave this road to attack the heights of 
Bry, in rear of the enemy. Exclusive of this de«^ 
tacSiment, the Marshal would have, at his position 
ctfQoatreBras, 32,000 men, and eighty pieces of 
ordnance.^ These Were sufficient to keep in check 

^ strength of the left wing at dkj break on the 16th. 

, Infantry. Cavalry. Artillery. 

2d Corps 3 Divisionfl, • 16,000 1,400 1,292 36 

lit Corps, 4 lljTisions ^ . 16,500 1,400 1,564 46 

Cuirassiers, Kellerman's . •• . 3,000 300 12 

Oil«id«, i:iefefovTe neanoiMttes* <* 2,000 300 1^ 

32,500 7,800 3,456 "fti 
> -^^ » 

43,756 men, 108 ps. ord. 

rinfantry 8,000^ 
Betachment . : < Cavalry 2,000 >> 10,844 men^ 28 piecei ord. 
CArtiUery 8443 



Ifae divismis of the £ii^ish'ami7» d»t would^aime 
^ thiftt dag^ ^ Mm^.Kqr rocdbmd these ^odjaun^^ 
]Mf pA^ d^ven. He was Aax yn&kcld^ ad^wMcd , 
(uiu*djiQttt Brasoe. Ataocm he du|^ tafaavQ tdica 
1^18 p99«tioii la a^^ance of Qoatre Bras* Now ifrmxi 
thjispbpfttQthe hei^ x^firy is 4Q0Oliuaes$ llie 
€<du{iu> d^ti^ed to the rear of Mardia} Bludioc^ 
should th^efore be at the vUlage of Marchah before 
twobfclgci:. . The line occi^ifed by the army mar 
Fleun»s wa3 inactivei and part of it was tasi^led^ the 
Fru^^iaiis seemci^ under no epprefaeosion. 

11. Attwoo^cbckthc^Empfsrorordbi^aifliaiige 
of front at Fleurus, the right in adv^^ice. This move^ 
ropo$. i^ced the third eqrps at th^ dis^uice of .two 
cannon shot &om igt* Amandj' the fourA the same 
distance from Ligny ; and the third likewise the same 
from Sombref. The third division, under General 
Girard, was drawn up en potence on the e^ti'eme 
right of the Prussian, army. The ravine, covering 
the front of the enemy's position, commenced be- 
tween the third corps and Girard's division; so that 

rtofantry 24,500^ 
Remainder . • < Cavalry 5,800 V 31,953 nen» 80 pieces ord. 
CArlillery 1,0523 
N. B. Independent^of 5,300 men, witb the paH^ at Charl^roy. 
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tiiis dtviskm teas .oa Ae UOt tiS ^t trnvaie. l%t' 
gurads and MiMud's cmradiy performed th» same 
mameuvte, ta^g ibeur scttioiis in ^ secotid fiftei, 
«aa toises in roar of tbe thisd ^d tewd^ <XifKs« lite 

- mihcQsps^HHi its march from Chiaterof, received 
c#da^ to hasten, and take pott in advance of Fbimis, 
as^a \genend reserve. Every dimg anndunoed die 
dtatruetioa of the Prussian army. Count Berardj 
hairing approached the Emperor for instructions re- 
specting &ft atteck of the village of Ligny, die Em- 
peror said to him, **Ind)reehows€iefateof thewar 
*♦ may be decided. , If Ney execiutes his orders pro- 

^ ^!petiy^ mita camum dT'tlie Prussians Will'eseape. 
** They sire cotn^etdy smprised.'^* 

At tl^'W o'dock in tfaer s^emoon the thkd corps 
attacked die viU^ of St Ammd. A quarter of an 

* The French army at Ligny was 7^1,000 men strong, and had 240 
pieces of oodaance. 

Infantry. Cavalry. Artillery. 

2d Corps, Girard's Division . . 5,000 *« 270 S 



3d Corps 

4i1iOorFte . . , 

6th Corps 

eoards 

Pajol's Corps of Cavalry 

E^elmans* 

Milhaud*s 



13,000 1,400 1^290 38 

12.000 1,400 1.290 38 

9,500 1,400 1,290 38 

11.500 2,000 $,100 82 

«♦ 2,500 , 300 12 

«« 2,«00 300 12 

«* 3,000 300 ^2 



51,000 14,300 7,140 240 
71,940 men» 240 pieces> 
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hour aftor, ikt iburth vattapked Ligny* Marshal 
Groi^<:hy forced the I^t of the Prussians to M back. 
. j\U die positions imd hmises, cm the right of the ra* 
yine, wore taken, and Ifae enemy driven to the left stcb 
dfjL The reopindar cf die diird Prussian tmay 
CQip^ arrived during die engagement at Sonibr^; 
thi^ incMaaed die 'enen^y's strengdi to 90^000 men^ 
The French army, including die sixdi army corps, 
which was ccma^ai^y in reserve^ amounted to 70^000 
men. The village of Ligny was taken and retaken 
four times. Count G^mrifpiprdcidaiiydbtingtttshed 
himsdf there, and„ ([fisp^yed as much intrepdlty as^ 
talenti The attack tipon St. Amand was not so 
obstinate; it was alsa taken and retaken; but was 
carried by General Gfcard^ who having received or- ^ 
ders to a^ance by the* left of the ravine with his^ 
division, manifested there that bravery of character, 
of which he has g^ven so many examples in his mili- 
tary career. He drove beforethe pomts of his bayo- 
nets all that opposed liis march, and had obtained 
possession of half the village, when he feU, mortally 
woun^d- The third corps mamtained itself m the 
other part erf the' village. It was half after five; and 
th6 Emperor was manoeuvring the infantry of his 
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|;uards to march them on Ligny, wjien General Van- 
damme brought information that a column of 30,000 
men, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, was advancing 
cwFleurus; that it was at firSt takenfor the column 
detached from the left, but besides bcung much stron- 
ger, it came by a different route j that the troops d[ 
General Girard had ascartained it to be hostHe, and 
bad in oonsequence abandmied the extremity of the 
Tillage, and taken positkm in the woods to cover 
Fleunis; ihkt the firmness of die Aird corps it$elf 
was ^laken, and if the reserve did not arrive to stop 
^s vcoliimn, it would be c^liged to evacuate St. 
Amand, aid retreat The movement d Aid column 
ai^ared inexplicable. It must have either passed 
between Marshal Ney and Blucher, or between 
Charleroy and Quatre Brtls, however the report 
lyas repeated. The Emperor halted the guards, 
and sent^ with all possible expeditbn, his aid de camp, 
General Dejean, a confidential officer, to ascertain die 
numb^^, strength^ and intentions of the column. An 
hour afterwards this pretepded English column was 
discovered to be the first corps, commanded by 
Count Erlon,, and which h^ad been left m reserve, two 
leagues and a half from Quatre Bras, raarching^to 
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support the attSKJc on St Amand. Girard^s diviskHi, 
undeceived) retook its position, and confidence was 
^ restonsd to the third corps. The guards resumed their 
inarch on Ligny. General Pecheux, at the head of 
his divisidn, crossed the ravine. Count Gerard^ all 
the guards, infantry, cavaliy, and Milhaud's cuiras* 
siers, supported his moviement. All the aiemy^s re- 
serve were driven before our bayonets^, and the cen- 
trt of hi^ line broken. ,Forty pieces of cannon, eight 
colours^ or standards, and a considerate number cS 
jfrisoners were the trophies of the day. Marshal 
Grouchy, and Generals Excelmans and Pajol were 
xiistinguished by their intrepidity. Lieutenant General ■ 
Monthion was directed, in the night, to pursue the 
left wing oi the Prussians. The official reports of 
the enemy mention 25,000 men, killed, wounded or 
prisoners, without counting 20,000 men, ^o dis- 
' banded, and pluncjered the shores of die Meuse to 
Liege. The guards and the sixth corps sustained 
no loss. It was considerable in the fourth corps, 
and in Excelmans^ and PajoPs corps of cavalry, b}it 
much less in the third, Gerard's division of the 
second cor^ sustained the greatest loss. The total 
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of killed and wounded amounted to 6,950 men.* Se- 
veral of the eneipy's generals were killed or wounded. 
Marshal Blucher was thrown from his horse by a 
charge of cuirassiers, under the horses feet, but they 
followed up their charge without seeing him. Night 
had set in, and the Marshal escaped, considerably 
bruised. The disproportion of loss in the Prussian 
and French .armies was occasioned by the French re- 
serve being kept all the time of the battle out of can- 
non shot, by the third and second corps, forming the 
»first line; being masked by the swells of the ground, 
while the Prussians were competely exposed from 
St. Amand and Ligny, to the heights of Bry. Every 
discharge from the French artillery that missed the 
first line, st?"uck the reserve ; not a shot but told. Ge- 
neral Girard had distinguished himself at the passage 
of Tesiri in 1800. He contributed much to gaining the 

* Loss of the French army at Ligny. 

2d corps, Girard*s division ,- 1,900"\ 

3d corp3 * - - -1 - - - 1,800 j 

4th corps ----.-. 2,300 | 

1st cavalry corps - - - - 200 J>6,950mcD. 

2d ditto - - 400 

4th ditto - ...,-- .' - 150 

Guards 200 



'I 
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battle of Lutzen in 1813. He was one of the most 
intrepid soldiers of the French army. The Emperof , 
pleaded with the conduct of Count Gerard^ com- 
manding the fourth corps, destined the baton of mar- 
shal of the empire for him. He considered him an 
honour to France. ^ 

III. The Prince of Orange, whose he^d quarters 
were at Braine-le-Comte, did not receive the orders of 
the Duke of Wellington to concentrate his troops, 
until day break. He marched, with the second bri- 
gade of the third Belgic division, to Quatre Bras, to 
support the brigade commanded by Prince Bernard 
of Saxe, whq, after having defended Frasne on the 
fifteenth, had taken post between Quatre Bras and 
Genappe. The Prince of Orange remained all the 
morning with 8 or 9,000 Belgic or Nassau troops, of 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, at that important posi- 
tion. He knew that all the cantonments of the Eng- 
lish army were broken up, an^ that they were di- 
recting their march by the route of Brussels and Ni- 
velles, towards Quatre Bras. He was aware of the 
importance of this position, for if the allies should 
lose it, all their cantonments coming from Niyfelles, 
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could only efiect their junction by the cross road, and 
in rear of Genappe. If, therefore, Marshal Ney had 
executed his orders, apd had inarched at day break 
on the sixteenth, with his 43,000 men,* to Quatre 
Bras, lie would have taken this position, and with his 
numerous cavalry and light artillery, routed and dis- 
pa:^ed the division. Moreover, it would have been in 
hk power to attack the divisions oS the English, sepa* 
rately, in their march on the road of Nivelles and 
J^iisse^s. ' The Marshal having again received the 
orders of the Emporor, marched with the three divi- 
sions of iofantiy of the second corps, a division of 
light cavalry, a division of Kellerman's cuirassiers, in • 
all 16fiOO infantry^ 3,<!)00 cavalry, and forty-four pieces 
of ordnance (from 21 to 22,000 men). He left in re- 
serve, in advance of Gosselies, to observe Fleurus, and 
secure his retreat, the first corps, containing 16,000 
infantry. General Lefebvre Desnoyette's division of 
light cavalry, the guards, and a division^ of Keller- . 
man's cuirassiers, forming together 16,000 infantry, 
4,500 cavalry, and sixty-four pieces of ordnance, 
the riflemen commenced the engagement at two 

* See Page .91, a table containing the returns of these 
43,7^6 men* ^ 
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o'clock, but it was not until Aree, when the cannon- 
ade of the battle of JLigriy was ^eaviest, ihat he vigo- 
rously attacked the enemy. The Prince of Grangers 
division was soon brokeil : but it was supported by 
the Prince of Brunswick's and the fifth English di- 
visions, which arrived in great haste, and disorder. 
They had neither artillery ndr cavalry. These 
two divisions had left Brussels at ten in the morn- 
ing, and had marched eight leagues. The com- 
bat recommenced with warmth. The enemy had the 
superiority in numbers, for Marshal Ney's second 
line was three leagues in the rear, biit the French ar- 
tillery and cavalry were much more numerous. The 
Brui^swick division was repulsed, as well as ^ that of 
Nassau ; it had a great number killed, among whom 
was Prince Regnant of Brunswick. The forty- 
second, a Scotch regiment, of Picton'? division,' hav- 
ing formed 'a hollow square, to receive a charge of 
cuirassiers, was broken, and cut to pieces. Its colonel 
was killed, and its colours taken. The French rifle- 
men had already reached the farm of Quatre Bras, 
when the English division of guards, No. 1, and the 
Alten division. No. 3, artived, running, on the road of 
I^eville. They were likewise without artillery or 
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cavalry. It was then Marshal Ney felt the want of 
his second line. He sent for it, but it was too late : 
being s^ix o'clock, it could not reach the field of bat- 
tie until eight. The Marshal, however, kept up the 
contest with .his usual intrepidity. The French troops 
highly distinguished themselves. The enemy, .though 
double in infantry, yet being very inferior Jn cavalry 
and artillery, could make no progress; and having 
taken possession of a piec^ of woods, that flanked the 
position, they preserved it until night. Marshal Ney 
took up his head-quarters at Quatre Bras, and form- 
ed his line of battle two cannon shot distant from the 
enemy. He was joined by the first corps, command- 
ed by Count Erlon, whose movement on St. Amand, 
occasioned a delay of only half an hour. The lo^s 



English armt/ at Quatre Brat, from three in the afternoon to nx in the 
, , ^ evening. 

Infant. Caval. Artill. 



3d Belgic Division - - - . 8,000 ** 12 

Brunswick /Division - - - - 8,000 1,500 " 

5th English, or Picton's - - - 9,200 ** " 

25,200, 1,500 12 



From six to nine in the evening. 

As above , 25,200 1,«00 12 

1st Englis'h, or Cook's . - - 3,500 

3dGen. Alten's .... 8,800 



<< 



37.500 * 1,500 12 
The remainder of the army, with the artillery and cavAlry, arrived 
m the night of the l/th, 18th. 
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of the English army is stated in the official returns, 
to have amounted to 9,000.* The loss of the Fre^ck 
was 3,400 men.f This disparity of loss wjU be easily 
accounted for, on taking into consideration, that tfa^ 
English army, deprived of artillery and cavalry, wer^^ 
exposed to the grape shot of fifty pieces of cannon^ 
incessantly firing from Aree o'clock ia the afternoop 
to eight m the evening. • 

,1 V. The third French army corps that night rest- 
ed on its arms, an the field of batde, in advance of 
St Amand; the fourth corps in advance of Lignyj 
Marshal Grouchy at Sombref; the jn^rial guards oisi 
the heights of Bry, the light cavalry havii^ advanced 
posts to the Namur road; iht sixth coips in reserve 
behind Ligny. Blucher retreated towards Wavres 
in two columns, the one by Tilly, the other by Gem- 

♦ Zo88 of the EngUsKarmy at Quatre Bras. 
English - . ^ . - - 2.500 
Hanoverians - - • - • 1,000 
Those from Belgium and Nassau 3,000 
Brunswickers - - . . 2,500 

Total * 9,000 men. 

f Lo99 of the French army at Quatre Bras. 
Ist Corps .... « 

2d Corps - - - . 3,000 

Ke}lerman*8 Cavalry - - 300 ' 

Guards - - . . 100 

Total - 3,400 men. 
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bloux, at which place, the fourth corps, commanded 
by Generiil Bulovr, arrived about eleven at night from 
Liege. The dispersed Prussians covered the coun- 
try, and committed dreadful ravages. Namur, and 
ihe country between the Samber and the Muse, were 
the victims thereof. The defeat of these oppressors 
of Belgium, and of the country on the left bank of 
the Rhine, fiUed^ with joy, ihe inhabitants oi *these 
thirteen departments, who beheld thei^selves restored . 
to the great family of their affections. The Duke of 
Wellington passed the night at Quatre Bras; the 
lEinglish troops continued to arrive by Ae two roads. 
They were much harassed and fatigtied. They had 
been on thek* marfch from the night of the fifteendi 
to the night of the sixteenth, seventeenth. 

V. At day-break General Pajol, with a division of 
his corps of light cavahy; and Ae Teste division of 
infantry of the sixth corps, commenced the pursuit 
<3i the Prussian army in the direction of Wavres, by 
Ae roads of Tilley and Gembloux. They took a 
number of wagons and caissons. Marshal Ney re^ 
ceived orders to march oh Quatre Br^is at day-break, 
and to attack the fear guard of the English te-iskly. 
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Count Lobau, with two divisions of thelnfantiy of his 
corps, his light cavalry, and Milhaud's cuirassiers, 
marched by the road of Namur towards Quatre Bras, 
to aid the attack of Marshal Ney, by taking the Eng- 
lish in flank. Marshal Grouchy set out with Excel- 
mans' corps of cavalry and the third and fourth corps 
of infantry, to support General Pajol, and to follow 
Blucher sword *in hand, in order to ^event his rally- 
ing.^ He had positive orders to keep between the 
road leading from Charleroy to Brussels^ and Blucher, 
so as to be in constant communication, and in a state 
.to unite with the army. It was probable that Marshal 
blucher would retire towards Wavres; bis orders 
directed him to be there at the same time with hin>. 
, Should, the enehiy continue his march towards Brus- 
sels, and pass the night covered by the forest of 

. Soignes, he was to have follow:ed him to ttie edge 
thereof^ if he retreated towards the Meuse to cover 
his comnvunicatlon with Germany, he was to havp 
pbseirved him by the advanced guard of General Pa- 

* jpl, to have occupied Wavres with Excelmans^ ca-. 
yaliy , the third and the fourth corps of infantry, ia 
order to keep up an intercourse with head-quarters, 
which was marching on the road from Charleroy to 
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Brussels. The third division of the second corps, 
which had suffered so much at the battle of Ligny, 
remained to guard the field of battle, and take Care of 
Ae wounded. Thus the French army was on its . 
march, in two columns, to Brussels; the one of 69,000, 
the other of 34,000 mdn. , 

The Emperor visited the field of battle and order- 
ed assistance for the wounded. The loss of tlie 
Prussians was enormous ; six of their corpses were 
seen for one of the French. A great number of 
wounded, who had received no assistance, were at* 
tended to. All the pages, and several officers, staid 
to take care of them. Young Gudin, son of the brave 
general of that name, and who was killed in Russia, 
at the Combat of Valencia, w*as remarkable for his 
oare and tenderness on this occasion. This sacred 
duty fulfilled, Napoleon set off in full, speed, to arrive 
at Quatre Bras, at the same time with ,Count Lobau's 
cavalry. He overtook it at the village of Marchais; 
but having got within sight of the farm of Quatre 
Bras, he perceived it still to be occupied^ by a corps 
of English cavalry. Shortly after a reconnoitring party 
©f 100 French hussars came up, being briskly driven 
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back by an English cavalry regiment. The French 
cavalry formed; Milhaud's cuirassiers on theright, 
the light cavalry on the left The infantry were placed 
in second line, and the artillery took position. A party 
of 500 horse was despatched to Frasne, to obtain in- 
formation from the left. What could be the matter 
in this camp?. It ought to have been on its march at 
six o'clock in Ae morning. Arrived at the edge of 
the woods, the hussars commenced ^ing; they soon, 
however, discovered, that what they had taken for 
English, were the red lancers of the guards. Officers 
were sent to Ney to urge him to file oflf for Quatre 
Bras, and immediately after Count Lobau again 
formed and marched in advtoce. An English sutler,, 
who had been taken prisoner, gave information of the 
movements of their arpiy. The Duke of Wellingtcm 
did not hear of the disaster at Ligny until late in the 
night. ^He immediately ordered a retreat in the direc- 
tion to Brussels, leaving General Uxbridge, with a 
corps of cavalry, and some brigades of horse artillery, 
as a rear guard. General Uxbridge immeiiiately re- 
treated on the sight of Count Ljobau's army corps. 
The Emperor having arrived at the tu'm of Quatre 
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BraSy had twelve pieces of cannon put in battery, 
which engaged with two English batteries. The rain 
fell in torrents. The troops cm the left had not jxt 
commenced their march. The Emperor, impatient 
at iheir delay, sent orders directly to the chiefs of 
corps. At length Count Erlon appeared. He took 
the head of the. column, and made disposition to 
attack briskly the English rear guard. General 
Reille, with the second corps, followed him. When 
Ney arrived, the Emperor manifested his displeasure 
at his indecision, his delay, and at his having caused 
the loss of three very precious hours. The Marshal 
stammered, made an excuse that he thought Welling- 
ton was still at Quafere Bras, with all his army.. Count 
Lobau^s corps followed the second corps. The guards 
marched after. Milhiaud's cuirassiers, having a divi- 
sbn of PajoPs light cavalry, commanded by General 
Subervie, in advance, formed an intermediate column. 
The Emperor stationed himself at the head of the 
afmy. The weather was dreadful. On the turn- 
pike road the soldiers were half leg deep m water. 
Ort the ground they sank knee deep, over which the 
artillery could not pass, and the cavalry with difficulty. 



108 MEMOnte [BooK^iX. 

This rendered fte retr^t rf Ac enemy^s cav;ihy dif^ 
ficult, and enabled the artillery to annoy them. At 
-six in the evenmg,' the enemy, who until then had 
only protected his retreat with a few pieces of cannoA^ 
dismasked fifteen. The- evening was vary foggy. ' It 
was impossible to distinguish the strength of his rear 
guard; it had evidently been just reinfcrirced; and as 
the forest of Soignes was not far off, it was prpbable 
he would hold that position during the night. To 
ascertain this, Milhaud's cuirassiers displayed, aiijd 
under die protection of the fire of four batteries of 
hwse artillery, made demonstrations of charging. 
The enemy then dismasked fifty or sixty pieces of 
cannon; the whole army- was there. It would have 
required two hours more <rf day-light, to have at- 
tacked them. The Frenqh army took position in ad^ 
vance of Planchenoit. The head-qqarters were sta- 
tioned at the farm cf CaiUpiic, 2^400 tpises from the 
village of IMount St. Jean. 

During this retreat several English cavalry officers 
were taken prisoners and Goilducted to the Emperpr; 
many were wounded. He. had them dressed by his 
surgeon, before questioning thein^ ,aftc^ which he inr 
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terrogated them on die state (^«their army, making 
u^ of Genera} Flafaaut as interjM^t^. Among these 
officers was Captain Elphinstone. In traversing Ae 
Brussels road, to Quatre Bras, the great loss sus- 
tained by the English, was evident, although they had 
already interred the greater part x)f their dead. 
< Marshal Grouchy pursued Blucher by the routes 
of Mount Guibert and of Gembloux, but reports in- 
duced him to believe that the greater part of the Prus- 
sian army had retired by Gembbux j he directed the 
principal part c^ his force to this pomt He arrived 
there at four o'clock in die evening of the 17th. He 
there learhed that Buiow's corps had entered this 
{^ce in the night, and had not been jH^esent at the 
battle; that there was great disorder in several of the 
Prussian ^o'my corps ; that all the surrounding villages 
were full of wounded and runaways;, that deserdon 
was already very great ampng the Saxons and West- 
jAalian troops, and even among die Prussians. He 
sent out reconnoitring parties, in die directicm : of 
Wavres and Liege, fdlowing die two tear guards f£ 
di6 enemy retiring in those directions. This being 
done, Grouchy took post. He had <mly marched tw# 
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kaguesu Towards cvemng he received positive in* 
fbrmation that the priiK^ fbrce of the enemy was 
moving towards Wavres. It was six o^clock, and 
the soldiers were preparing thek siqipers. He judged 
he would be in time by morning to foBow thetn. Thej 
thus gained a march of three hours on him. This 
fatal resolution was &e principal cause of Ae loss of 
the battle of Waterloo. 

It continued to rain during the night, which made 
the flat country almost impassaWe for the aftifl^ and 
cavalry, and even the infantry. During the day of 
the seventeenth, and the night c^ iht seventeediy 
eighteenth, the fianker^ m the right of the Fi^nck 
army ]:^ported, that they wete in communication with 
those of Marshal Gfouchy, who was aH day h pwtswk 
^ Blucher, wi&out any important event occurrmg. 
At liine in the evening, General Milhaud, who had 
marched wMi his c^ps to keep up the comnmnica<- 
Mons wi#i Grouchy, reported his knowledge of a co* 
lunmof the enemy's cavalry^ having been tlirowrt 
irt great haste from Tifly to Wavres; A corps 
of 2,000 rivalry was mSaithed towards Halle, menac* 
kig to turn the right of the forest erf" Soignes, and to 
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march towards Brussels. The Duke of Wellington^ 
alarnied, immedr4tely sent thither his fourth divisbn 
ci in&htry/ The French cavalry returned to camp 
at night. The English divmicHi remained in observa- 
ticm, ^d w?i$ unfitted for duty during Ac battle. 

VI. The Emperor, with Ae first, second, and sixtfi 
wrjMs of infantry, the guards, a division of PajoFs 
light cavalry, and Milhaud's and Kellermiin's cui- 
lassiers, m all 68,906 men, and 242 pieces cf ord- 
nance, encamped in advance of Planchenoit, on 
wch side of the road to R'ussels, which was four 
leagues and a h^ distant. The English army 
before him was 90,000 men ^ong, with 255 
pieces of ordnance ; it had its head quarters at Wa- 
terloo. Marshal Grouchy, with 34,000 men, and 
108 pieces ci ordnance, ought to have been at Wa- 
vres, but he was in fact at Gembloux, having lost 
sight of the Prussian army, which was at Wavresj 
where the four cprps were united, amoimting to 
75,000 men,. 

At ten o'clock at hight, the Emperor despatched an 
officer to Marshal Grouchy, whom he supposed at 
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Wavres, to inform him, that there would be a great 
battle the next day : that the English army was post- 
ed in advance of the forest of Soignes, its left resting 
cm the village of Haye ; that he ordered him to de- 
tach, before day, from his camp at Wavres, a divi- 
sion of 7,000 men of ^very description, and sixteen 
pieces of cannon td St. Lambert, to form a junction 
with the right of the grand army, and to act with it. 
That as soon as he had ascertained the evaluation of 
Wavres by Marshal Blucher, either ^to continue his 
retreat to Brussels, or to take any other direction ; he 
should march with the greater part of his ti-oops,' to' 
support his detachment lat St. Lambert. 

At eleven o'clock at night, an hour after these instruc- 

> 
tions had been sent, a rejlbrt was received from Mar- 
shal Grouchy, dated Gembloux, five in the evening. 
He informed that he was with his army at Gembloux, 
ignorant of the direction taken by Marshal Blucher; 
whether he had directed his course to Brussels cnr to 
Liege ; that in consequence, he had posted two ad- 
vanced guards, the one between Gembloux, and 
Wavres^ and the other one league from Gembloux, in 
the direction of Liege. Thus Marshal Blucher had 
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escaped, and was three leagues distant from him! 
Grouchy Had only marched two leagues, on tlie 
seventeenth. A second officer was sent to him at 
four o'clock in th^ morning, to reiterate the orders of 
the preceding evening. . An hour after^ at five, a 
second report was received, dated Gembloux, two 
o'clock at night The Marshal stated^ that at six in 
the evening he had ascertained, that Blucher had 
marched with all his forces towards Wavres, that in 
consequence he would have inunediately followed 
him ; but as the troops had encamped, and were pre- 
paring their suppers, he would not march until early 
in the morning, so as to be in tin>e before Wavres, 
which would aniount to the same thing ; and the spl- 
diers having^ taken a goo<}, rest, would be full of 
spirits. ' 



^, . 



£44 MEMOIRS [Book IX. 



CHAPTER VL 

BATTLE OF MONT SAINT JEAN. 

I. Line of battle of tlie English armi/.—ll. Line of 
battle of the French army. — III. Projects of the 
Emperor — Attack of Hougoumont. — IV. General 
Billow arrives on the field of battle with 30,000 
meny which augments Wellington's army to 120,000 
men. — V. Attack of St. Haye by the first corps. 
— VI. General Bulcrw is repulsed. — VII. Charge 
of cavalry on the plain.-^VIlI. Movement of 
Grouchy. — IX. Movement of Blucher^ which in- 
creases the enemy on the field of battle to 150,000 
me7i. — X. Movement of the imperial guards. 

During the night the Emperor gave all the neces- 
' sary orders for the battle of the next day, though, to 
all appearance, it would probably not take place. 
During four days, since the commencement of hosti- 
lities, he had by the most able manoeuvres, surprised 
his enemies, gained a splendid victory, and separated 
the Wo armies. This was much Jbr his glory, but 
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not enough for his situation. The three hours of. de- 
lay by the left, in its movements, had prevented him 
from attacking, as he intended, the English army on 
the 'afternoon of the seventeenth. This would have 
crowned the campaign! Now it was probable, that 
the Duke of Wellington and Marshal Blucher would 
take advantage of the night to traverse the forest of 
Soignes, and form a junction before Brussels. After 
this union, which would be effected before nine in the 
morning, the position of the French army would be 
very delicate ! The enemy's two armies would be 
reinforced by all its troops in the rear. 6,000 English 
had lately disembarked at Ostend from America. 
It would be impossible for the French army to hazard 
traversing the forest of Soignes to attack, on defiling 
from it, forces double its o\vn, and already formed. 
Yet in a few weeks, the armies of Russiaj Austria, 
Bavaria, &c. would cross the Rhine, and march to- 
wards the Mame. The fifth corps, in obser\'ation, 
in Alsace, amounted only to 20,000 men. , 

At one o'clock in the night, deeply occupied with 
these important thoughts, he left his quarters on foot, 
accompanied only by his grand marshal. It was hk 
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intention to have followed the English army in {ts re^- 
treat, and to endeavour to attack it, notwithstandmg 
the darkness oi the night, as soon as it should com- 
mence its march* He went the rounds of the grand 
guard. The forest of Soignes appeared in a bdaze. 
The horizon between that forest, Braine-la*Leude, an4 
the farms of Belle Alliance and oi Haye, was resplen- 
dent from the fires of the bivouacs* The most pro- 
found silence reigned. The fatigues of the preced- 
ing days had buried the English army in deep $leep. 
Having arrived near the woods of Chateau Hougou- 
mont, he heard the noise of a cohimti in march ; now 
this was the time fot the rear guard to leave its sta^ 
tion should the enemy be retreajdng ; but this noise 
soon ceased. The rain fell in torrents. Several 
officers sent out to recpnnoitre, and spies, returned 
at half after three. They stated that the English 
army was not in motion. At four, the scouts brought 
in a countryman, who had acted as guide to a bri- 
gade of English cavalry, which had marched to take 
post on the extreme left, at the village of Ohain. 
Two Flemish deserters, who had just left their regi- 
ments, gave information, that their anny was prepar- 
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ing fbr battk, timt no retrograde movement had taken 
place; that the succe&s of the Emperor was earnestly 
wished for by the inhabitants of Belgimn; the Eng- 
Ksh and Prussians being equally hated by them. 

The English general could not have done any thing 
more contrary to the interests of his party and nation^ 
to the general spirit of this campaign, and even to the 
most simple rules of war, than by remaining in the 
position he occupied. Behind him was the defiles of 
the forest of Soignes, should he be beaten, all retreat 
would be cut off. TThe French troops were encamp- 
ed in the mud. The officers judged it impossible to 
^ive batde that day. The artilleiy and cavalry could 
not manoeuvre on the ground, it being so very wet 
and soft. They calculated upon its requiring twelve 
hours of fine tveather to dry it. The day com- 
menced dawning. The Emperor returned to his 
head-quarters, \*rell pleased with the great fault the 
enemy^s general had committed, and much regret- 
ting lest tfie bad weather should prevent;^ him taking 
advantage rf it But already it had commenced 
clearing up. At five he perceived a few weak rays of 
that sun which woiild set with the destructfon of the 



il8 MEMOIRS [Book IX. 

English army. The British oligarchy would be over- 
thrown. France was to rise on that day more glorious, 
more powerful, and greater than ever ! ! ! 

The English army was in line of battle,' on the road 
leading from Charleroy to Brussels, in advance of the 
forest of Sojgnes, and crowned a fine piece of table 
land. The right, consisting of the first and second 
English divisions and the Brunswick division, com- 
manded by Generals Cook and Clinton, rested on a 
ravine beyond the road to Nivelles. It occupied the 
chateau of Hougoumont, in advance of its' front, by 
a detachment. The centre, composed of the third 
English division, and of the first and second Belgic, 
commanded by Generals Alten, Collaert, and Chasse, 
was in advance of Mount St. Jean : its left was flank- 
ed by the road to Charleroy. The farm of St. Haye 
was occupied by one of its brigades. The left, com- 
prising the fifth and sixth English, and the third Bel- 
gic divisions, commanded by Generals Picton, Lam- 
bert, and Perchoucher, rested its right on the road to 
Charleroy. Its left was in rear of the village of St. 
Haye, which it occupied by a strong detachment. 
The reserve was stationed at Mount St Jean, at the 
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intersection of the roads from Charleroy, and from 
Nivelles to Brussels. The cavalry drawn up in three 
lines on the heights of St. Jean, ranged in the rear of 
the whole line of batde, the extent of which was 
2,500 toises. The enemy's front was covered by a 
natural obstacle. The elevated plain was gendy con- 
cave in its centre, and by a gende sloi)c ended in ^ 
ravine of small depth. The fourth English divisbn, 
commanded by General Colville, occupied, as flank- 
ers on the right, all the openings from Halle to Braine* 
la-Leude. A brigade of English cavalry, as flankers 
on the left, took possession of all the communications 
from the village of Ohain. The force shewn by the 
enemy, was difierently estimated. The most expe.- 
rienced officers macfe it amount to 90,000 men, in- 
eluding the flanking corps, which was nearest the 
truth. The French army consisted of only 69,000 
men, but the victory did not appear less certain. 
These 69,000 men were good troops. In the enemy's 
army, the English alone, amounting to 40,000 men 
at most, could be considered as such. 

At eight o'clock the Emperor's breakfast was 
brought to him. There were several general officers 
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there — -He said " The enemy's army is superior to 
" ours by a fourth :* we have nevertheless ninety 
"chances in our favour, and not ten against us.'^ 
" Without doubt,''* said Marshal Ney, who had just 
entered, " if the I)uke of Wellington were simple 
" enough to wait for your Majesty ; but I coriie to 
" inform you that already his columns are in full re- 
" treat and disappearing in the forest" " You must 
" have seen badly," replied the Emperor, " it is too 
** late, he would expose himself to certain destruc- - 



• Stafe of the French amnf of Flandert on the I7ih rf June in the 
evening. 

Forces under tbe immediatd orders of the Emperor on the field of 
battle of Mount St^Jenn. 



Imperial Guards 

1st Corps 

2a Corps . . . 

6th Corps 

1st Corps of Cavalry ' . 

Sd Corps of Cavalry 

4ih Corp^ of Cavalry 

Loss sustained on the l6lh 



?*resent on the field of battle of Mpiint"^ 
St, Jean on the evening^ of ihe^irth> 
at the camp of PUnchenois • ' • j 

t 

ToUl 



Infant. 



11,500 

16,500 

16,500 

6,300 



50,800 
3,000 



4^800 



Caval 



Hrtill. 

Kngin 

Mil. 

equip. 



4,000 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
3,000 
3,Q00 



15,600 
750 



U,850 



6,500 

500 



6,000 



Piece* 
ordin. 



96 
46 
38 
30 
6 
12 
12 



240 



340 



68^6^ men, 240 pieces ord. 
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^ tion. He has thrown the dice, and they ate ours !'^ 
^t fliat moment some artillery officers, who hj^d been 
reconnoitring the plain» announced, that the artillery 
might be manoeuvred, but with some difficulty, 
which in the course of an hour would be much di- 



Forces under the ^OfiiBs^of Marshsl Grouchy/ 



3d Corps . . , , 

4th Corps . . . , 
6th Corps, Ist division . 
1st Corps of Csvalry, Ist diTision 
2d Corps of CaTslry 



Loss sustained on the 16th 

Present, under arms, on the evening of ^ 
the 17tb June at Geilibloux . 3 



Infant 


Cava!. 


ArtUl. 

Bnifin. 

Mil. 

Bquip. 


Pieees 
ordin. 


13.300 

13.000 

3.000 


1,400 
1,400 

1,400 
2.700 


* 


38 

38 

8 

6 

12 


2«,700 
3,90a 


6,900 
900 


3,900 
400 


102 


24,800 


6,100 


3,100 


103 


34^ 


men/l 


02 pice 


es ord. 



. ToUl . 
Foroes left in the resr at Ligny and Charleroy. 



3d Division of the 2d Corps left on the^ 

field of battle at Ligny . . ) 
Parks left at Charleroy, or at Quatre 5 

Bras . 4 . .3 

Loss on the 16th . • . 

Present, under arms, ott the evening of > 
the irth June at LignyandChai^leroy^ 

Total 

N. B. The French army at the battle of Mount St. Jean was com- 
posed of 95 battaiions and 110 squaclrons. 



Infant. 


Caval. 


Artill. 

Engr«n- 

Mil. 

Bquip. 


Pieces 
ordin. 


5,000 




200 
';^00€i 


8 
4 


5,000 
1,900 




5,200 


12 


3,100 


' 


5,200 


12 


8,30C 


1 men, 1 


2 piece 


sord. 
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minished. The Empercx* immedbtely mounted his 
horse. He rode to the rifiemen opposite St Haye, 



State oftheEn^Uth andPrutnan armiet on the evening of the ITthJune. 
Rni^lish army on the field of battle at Mount St. Jean. 

1st DtTision, English Guards . . . 3,500"^ Pieces 

2d Do* 1 brigade English infantry, 1 Ger- ordin.. 

man, 1 Hanoverian .... 8,900 

3d Do. 1 brigade English infantry, 1 Ger- 
man, 1 Hanoverian . . . 8,800 

4th Do. 2 brigades English infantry, 1 Ha- 
noverian 7,100 

5th Do. . . Do. . . . 9,200 

6ih Do. 1 brigade English infantry, 1 Ha- 
noverian . . . ^ . 6,500 

rth Do. Flemings and Hollanders . 7,500 ^64,000 

8ih Do 7,500 

9th Do. Hollanders and Flemings, 1 bri- 
gade from Nassau . . . . 8,000 

10th Do. Brunswickert .... 6,000 



Total on taking the field . 
Loss at Quatre Bras . 

Present on the field of battle at Mount 
St. Jean . , 

GAVALRT. 

8 Divisions of EUiglish Cavalry, composed of 
16 English regiments, 5 |ii<inoverian, 
and 5 German 

Holland and Belgic cavalry 

Brunswick cavalry • . . ... 
I 
Total on taking the field 
Loss at Qqatre Bras 

Present under arms at the battle of the 
18th . . ' . . . 

ART. MIL. BatTJS. 

Artillery, English, Hanoverian, and German 
Artillery* Holland, Belgic, Brunswick, &c. 



73,000 
9,000 



64,000J 



15.000 
3,200 
1,800 

20,000 
500 



^ 19,500 



Total . : . 
iioas on the 16th 

Present at the battle of the IBlh 
To»al force of the 
Mount St. Jean 



19,500j 

4.2001 
2,000 

6,200 
200 

6,OOOJ 



6,000 



English army at the battle of 7 39500 2^ 

• • • • • 5 ' \ 



^$0 
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»gain reconnoitred 4e enemy's line, and directed 
the General of Engineers, Haxo, a confidential offi- 



Prussian arm/ at Wavres on the ^venincrof the 



»1 






rinfant. Caval. Artil. &c. 
. I havini; 75 piecei I IS© 

S. I ordnance . 30^000 1 -^ 

Wj Loasonthel5th&l6lh ir,000 I 13,000 » 

« I Present on the eveninr I 

I of the inh, at the I 

L caropofWavret 13,000j 



CI 



ffnfant. Caval. Artif. 

h avlng 75 ps. ord. 30,000 
Loss on the 15th kl6tlY 12.000 



CO 



Present on the evening 
of the 17th, at the 
. camp of Wa?re8 18,000 J 

rinfant. Caval. Anil. 

having 75 ps. ord. 30,000 
Loss on the 15ih & 16ih 16,000 



V 18,000 



Present on the evening 
of the 17th, at the 
. camp of Wavres 14,000^ 



W4,000 



K. B. These three corps 
lost at Ligny 40 ps. ord. 



r-Infant. Caval. Artil. ^ 

having 75 ps. ord. 30,000 I 
Loss on the 15th & 16th I 






Present on the evening 
of the l7th, at the 
^ camp of Wavres 30,000j 



-30,000 



Total force of the t*russian army*^ 



.000 



100 



Force left at the 
parks of the Eng- 
lish and Prussia 
armies. « 



English 



Prussians 



70 



I'Tdtal -^ 
force left 
at the 



5,000 



8,000 



Updrks. J 



13,00.0 



on the evening of the 17th at the [^ 

camp of Wavres j 

N. B. The Eagliab wrmjr at Mount St. Jean eonsiited of 34 English batta- 
lions, 8 of the German Legions,^ Hauoverian, SBranswiek, SO Holland, and 
Belgie and Kassau. ToUl 104 battalioDS, 160^ batulions, and 43 brigades oi' 
artillery. Not ineluding the 14 regiments of in&ntry in garrison in Bclgiam , 
or lately disembarked at Ostea^. 
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cer, to a|ipraach near, to ascertain wliether he had 
erected any redoubts or mtrenofaments. The Gene- 
ral aeon returned witfi the infbrmatbn that he could 
perceive no traces of works. The Emperw having 
reflected for a quarter of an hour, dictated the order 
of battle, which two Generals noted down, sitting on 
the ground .The aid de camps carried it to the dif- 
ferent army corps, who were under arms, full of im- 
patioice and ardour. The army commenced its tnove- 
ments, and marched in eleven columns. 

XL Of these eleven columns, four were destined to 
form ^e first line, four the second, and three the 
third. The four columns of the first line were, that 
on the left formed by the cavalry of the second corps ; 
the second by three divisions of infantry of the second 
corps; the third ^by the four divisions of mfantry dt 
the first corps; and the fourth by the cavalry of the 
first corps. The. four columns of the second fine 
were, that on the left formed by Kellerman's cuiras- 
siers; the seccmd by the two divisions of infantry of 
the sixth corps; the third by two divisicms of light 
cavalry, the one of the sixth corps commanded by die 
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General of division EHiumorit; the other detached 
from Pajol's corps, commanded by the General of 
division Subervie; die fourth by Milhaud's cuims^ 
siers« The three columns of the third Mne were, that 
oi the left, formed by the division of horse ^ena- 
diers, and of dragoons of the guards^ commanded by 
G^ieral Guyot ; the second by the three divisions of 
old, middling, and young guards, commanded by 
Lieutenant'Generals Friant, Morand, and Duhesme; 
the third by the mounted chasseurs and the lancers 
of the guards, commanded by Lieutenant-General 
Lefebvre Demouettes. The artillery marched on the 
flwks of columns; the parks and w^agons in the rear* 
At nine o'clock the heads of the four columns, 
'forming the first line, arrived at the place of their de* 
ployment At the same time, at a greater or les& dls* 
tance, the seven other columns were perceived defiling 
from the heights. They were marching wiA trum- 
pets and di:ums sounding the attack. The music 
recalled to the soldiers the remembrance of a hundred 
victories. The ground appeared proud of the burden 
ci such a number of brave men; It was a grand 
sig^t. The enemy fdaced so as to perceive them, 
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even to the last man, mtist have been struck with it, 
and the army must have appeared to Aem double to 
what it really was. 

The eleven colUnms displayed with so much pre- 
cision, that there was no confusion, and each took 
the station assigned to it, in the mind of the com- 
mander. Never were such large^bodies mpved with 
so much facility. The light cavdry of the second 
corps, forming the first column of the left of the first 
line, displayed on both sides of the road from Nivelles 
to Brussels, nearly as high up as the woods of Hou- 
goumont. It scoured, the whole plain, on its left, 
. havmg strong guards on Braine le Leude, and its light 
artillery, in battery, on the road of Nivelles. The se- 
cond corps, commanded by General' Reille, occupied 
the space between the roads of Nivelles and Charle- 
roy, being an extent of from 900 fo 1000 toises. 
Prince Jerome's division was on the left near the road 
of Nivelles and woods of Hougoumont ; General Foy 
was in the Centre, and General Bachelu on the right, 
which rested on the road of Charlaroy, near the farm 
of Belle Alliance. Each divisbrt of infantry was 
drawn up in two lines, the second being thirty toises 
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distant from the first, having its artillpry in front and 
its parks m the rear, near the road of Nivelles, The 
third column, formed by the first corps, under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Count Erlon, rested 
its left on the right of the toad from^ Charleroy, near 
the Belle Alliance, having its right opposite the farm 
of Haye, on the left of the enemy. Each of its divi- 
sions of infantry was in two lines, with the artillery 
in the interval of the brigades. Its light cavalry 
formed the fourth column, and displayed on its right, 
in three lines. It observed La Haye, Frichemont, 
and Arew posts toward Ohain upon the enemy's 
inkers. Its light artillery was on its right. 

The first line had scarcely been formed, when the 
heads of the four columns of the second line arrived 
* m their groimd. Kellerman's curassiers stationed 
themselves in two lines thirty toises apart, their left 
being on the road to Nivelles, a hundred toises dis- 
tant from the second line of the second corps, thqir 
Tight cm the road to Charleroy. Their line extended 
1,100 toises; dieir artillery formed two batteries, the 
one near tlie road of Nivelles, the other on the^ right 
near that of Charleroy. The second column, com-. 
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mandcd by Lieutenant-General Count Lobau, march- 
ed to within fifty toises in rear of the sec(^d line ci 
the second corps, where it halted in close column of 
divisions. Its depth amounted to about a hundred 
toises, along the left of the road ta Charleroy. There 
was an interval of ten toises between the two columns 
of division. Its artillery was stationed on its left flank. 
The third column, consisting of the light cavalry of 
the sixth corps, under the orders of the General of 
division Daumont, followed by General Subervie^s 
coAimand^ formed in close cdumn of squadrons. Its 
left rested on the road to CharlCToy opposite its in- 
fantry, from which it was only separated by this road» 
Its light artillery was on its right flank. The fourth 
column, composed of Milhaud's cuirassiers, disfday- 
ed, in two lines, with an interval vi thirty toises, and 
at a himdred toises in rear of the second line <£ the 
first corps; its left towards the road. of Charleroy; its 
right in the direction of Frichemont Its firont ex- 
tended about 900 toisesl Its batteries were on its 
left, near the road, to Charlanoy, and at its centre. 

Before this second line was formed, the heads of 
column of the reserve arrived at their station. The 
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cavalry of the guards formed 100 toises in rear of 
Kellerman, in two lines, with thirty toises of interval. 
The left rested on the. road to Nivelles, and the right 
on that of Charleroy. The artillery was in the centre. 
The centre column, composed of the infantry of the 
guards, displayed in six lines, each of four battalions, 
having an interval of ten toises between them, and 
occupying both sides of the road to Charleroy, a little 
in front of the farm of Rossome. The artillery of 
the regiments were placed in battery on the right and 
left; that of foot and of horse of the reserve, in rear 
of the lines. The third column, consisting of the 
mounted chasseurs, and the lancers of the guard, 
displayed in twp lines, with thirty toises of interval, 
and 100 toises in rear of General Milhaud, its left 
being towards the road of Charleroy, its right on the 
side of Ff ichemont, and its light artillery ^t its centre. 
At half past ten, a thing almost incredible, all the 
movements were performed, and all the troops were 
in their stations. The most profound silence reigned 
on the field of battle. The army was drawn up in 
six lines, forming the figure of six W. The two 
first were of infantry, having the light cavalry on the 
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wings, the third and fourth of curassier?, the fifth 
and sixth of the cavalry of the guards^ with six lines 
of infantry of the guards, placed perpendicularly at 
the summit of tljese six W, The sixth corps, in 
solid column, was perpendicular to the lines occupied 
by the guards, having its mfantry on the left of die 
road and its cavalry on theVight The roads'of Char- 
leroy and Nivelles were unobstnicted, in order that 
the artillery of the reserve might be rapidly trans- 
ported to any part of die line. 

The Emperor rode along the ranks. It would be 
difficult to express the enthusiasm which animated 
the soldiers. The infantry raised their caps on the 
points of their bayonets; the cuirassiers, dragoons, 
and Jight cavalry, their helmets and caps on Ae point 
of their swords. ITie victory appeared certain. The 
old soldiers, who had been present at so many en- 
gagements, admired this new order of iDattie. They 
endeavoured to penetrate the ulterior views of their 
General, and disctissed the point and manner of at- 
tack* The Emperor now gave his last orders, placed 
^ himself at the head of his guards, at the summit of 
the six W., and dismounted. From this place he 
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had a view of both armies; the sight extended cod* 
sideraUy to the right and left of the field of battle. 

A battle is a dramatic action, which has its com- 
mencement, its middle, and its end. The order of 
batde taken by the two armies, and the first move* 
meitts to come to action, constitute the prelude. The 
ccmtre movements of the attacked army forms the 
plot. This causes new dispositions, brings on the 
crisis, from whence springs the result. As soon as 
the attack of the centre of the French army should 
be unmasked, the enemy's General would make con- 
Ire movements, either by his wings, or in rear of his 
•line, to cause a diversion, or to succour the point at- 
tacked. None of these movements could escape die 
well exercised eye of the French monarch, in the 
centrar position he was placed. He had also at his 
command all the reserve, to march them at pleasure, 
wherever the urgency of circumstances might require 
their presence. 

III. Ten divisions of artillery, among which were 
three of twelves, were united, with their left resting on 
the road to Charieroy, on the eminences beyond die 
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Belle Alliance, and in advance of the left division of the 
first corps. They were destined to cover the attack 
on St Haye, which two. divisions of the first corps, 
and the two of the sixth corps were to make, at the 
same time tl^at the two other divisions of the first 
corps marched upon the village of Haye. By this 
movement the left of the enemy would be turned. 
^The division of light cavalry of the sixth corps in 
close column, and that of the first corps, which was 
on the wings, were to participate in this attack, which 
the second and third lines of cavalry would support, 
as well as all the foot and cavalry guards. The French 
army, in possession of Haye and Mount St. Jean, 
Would cut off* all the right of the English army, con- 
taining its principal strength, firom the road to Brus- 
sels. The Emperor preferred turning the enemy^s 
left to his right; 1st. In order to cut them off from 
the Prussians at Wavres, to prevent their junction, 
should they contemplate it; and even if they should 
not have intended it, if the attack had been made an 
the light, the English army repulsed would have 
fallen back on the Prussian, whereas being made on 
fhe left it would be separated from it, and thrown in 



CiiAP. VL] OF NAPOLEON. 133 

the direction of the sea. 2dly. Because the left ap- 
peared the weakest. 3dly. The Emperor momently 
expected the arrival of a detachment, from Marshal 
Grouchy, on his right; and he did not wish to run 
the chance of being separated from it* 
. While every thing was preparing for this decisive 
attack, Pruice Jerome's division on the left engaged 
in a fire of musketry, at the woods 'of Hougoumont, 
It soon became very brisk. The enemy having un- 
masked nearly forty-four pieces of cannon, tjeneral 
Reille ordered the artillery of his second division to 
advance : and the Emperor sent an order to General 
Kellerman to send forward his twelve pieces of lighf 
artillery. The cannonade soon became very severe. 
Prince Jerome several times carried the wood of Hou- 
goumont, and several times was repulsed. It was de- 
fended by the division of English guards, the best of 
the enemy's troops. These being placed on his right, 
was of considerable advantage to the French, as it 
rendered the grand attack on his left more easy. Foy's 
division sustained Prince Jerome's. Prodigies of 
valour were displayed on both sides. The English 
guards covered the woods and avenues with their 
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dead bodies, but not without selling thefr lives dearly^ 
After many vicissitudes, which occupied several 
hours of the day, the entire wood was in possession 
of the French. The chatfeau, into which a few hun- ' 
dred intrepid soldiers had thrown themselves, made 
an obstinate resistance. The Emperor ordered a bat- 
tery of eight howitzers to be formed, which set fire to 
Ae bams and rocfs, and enabled the French to be^ 
come roasters dF the post. 

The honour of commanding the grand attack of 
the centre was conferred on Marshal Ney. It could 
not have been intrusted to a braver person, or one 
more accustomed to such operations. He sent one 
ef hfe aids-de-camp to announce all being ready, and 
that the signal was only waited for. Before ^ving i^ 
the Emperor again surveyed the field of battle, and 
perceived in the direction of St. Lambert, something 
tfiat seemed like troops. He said to his Major Gene* 
ral, " Marshal, what do you see towards St. Lam- 
bert ? I believe I see 5 or 6000 men. It is probably 
a detachment from Grouchy.'^ All the glasses c^the 
staff* were turned in that direction. The weather was 
considerably foggy. As it happens on such occasions^* 
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some maintamed, that it was not troc^ but trees ; 
others that it was columns in position, odxers agam, 
that it was troops on march. In this imcertamty, with- 
out any further deliberation, he wdered Lieutenant 
General Daumont, to mswch with his light cavaby, 
and those commanded by General Subervie, to scour 
the r^ht^ to form a prompt communicaticMi with the 
. .troops that might arrive at St Lambert, to effect a 
junction, should they be from Marshal Grouchy, and 
to keep them in ch^ck, should they belong to the ene- 
ipy. * These 3,000 cavalry had only to wheel on their 
right by fours to be out of the lines of the army; 
They mgirched rapidly and without confusion, 3,000 
toises, where they arranged themselves in order of 
battle enpotence^ upon the whole right of the army. 

IV. A quarter of an hour afterwards, an officer of 
chasseurs, brought in a Prussian of the regiment of black 
imiformed hussa,rs, who had been taken prisoner by the 
scouts of a flying column of 300 chasseurs, who re- 
connoitred the country between Wavres and Panche- 
noit. This hussar was bearer of a letter. He was 
.very intelligent, and gave all the information that 
could be desired. The column seen at St. Lambert, 
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was the advanced guard of the Prussian General Bu- 
low, who was marching on with 30,000 men ; this 
was the fourth Prussian corps, and had not been at 
die battle of Ligny. The letter announced the ar- 
rival of this corps ; and the General requested orders 
from the Duke of WeDington. The hussar men- 
tioned, that he had been at Wavres m the morning ; 
that the three other Prussian army corps were en-* 
camped there, that they had passed the night of the 
seventeenth, and eighteendi there, that there were no 
French before them ; that they supposed the French 
had marched towards Planchenoit ; that a patrole oi. 
his regiments had been in the night two leagues from 
Wavres, without meeting with any French cwps* 
The Duke of Dalmatia expedited the intercepted let- 
ter, and the report of the hussar to Marshal Grouchy, 
to whom he repeated the order of immediately march- 
ing to St. Lambert, and to take General Bulow^s corps . 
in the rear. It was eleven o'clock. The officer had 
not more than four or five leagues to go, and on good 
roads, to reach the Marshal. He promised to be 
there in an hour. By the last information fi^om the 
Mafthal, it was known thaf at break of day he was 
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to march towards Wavres* Now from Gembloux to 
Wavres is only three leagues^ Whether he had ot 
hot f eceived the orders sent in the night from the im- 
perial head-quarters, he ought certainly to have been 
«igaged, about that tiitie, before Wavres. T^'he glasses 
turned in that direction* could perceive nothing, not si 
single report of cannon was heard. Soon after Ge- 
neral Daumont setit information, that several scouts, 
well mounted, sent by him in advancCj had met with 
patroles of the enemy'in the direction of St. Lambert } 
that the troops seen there, were^ without doubt, the 
enemy^s. That he had sent picked patroles, to form 
^communication with Marshal Grouchy, and to cJarrf 
him information and orders. 

The Emperor immediately ordered Coittxt LobaU 
to cross the road of Charleroy by a movement oil the 
right of his two divisions, to march to the support of 
tile light Cavalry towards St Lambert, to choosfe a 
good intermediate position, where with 10,000 m&if 
he might keep in check 30,000, if that should be ne- 
cessary $ to attack the Prussians vigorously, as sdoii 
as he sliould hear the canhoti of the troops detatehed 
10 their rear by Maf shal Grouchy- These sarange^ 
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ments were impiediately put in execution. It was of 
the utmost importance, that Count Lobau^s move- 
ment should be tnade with expedition. Marshal 
Grouchy, it was supposed, had detached 6 or 
7000 men from Wavres to St. Lambert, and who 
would be placed in a very perilous situation, for Bu- 
low's corps was 30,000 men strong j on the other 
hand, General Bulow's corps would be surprised and 
cut to pieces, if, at ihe moment of being attacked in 
rear by from 6 to 7000 men, it should be attacked in 
front by a man of Count Lobau's character. 17 (m: 
18,000 Frenchmen, thus stationed and commanded, 
would be a force much superior to 30,000 Prussians. 
These events occasioned a change in the Emperor's 
first plan. His Kne of battle was weakened by 10,000 
men, sent against General Bulow. He had now only 
59^000 against 90,000. The enemy was also rein- 
forced by 30,000 men, already arrived on tlie field d£ 
batde. The contest was therefore between 120,000,, 
and 69,000 men ; nearly one to two. 

" We had, this morning,'^ said tlie Emperor, to 
the Duke of Dalmatia, ** ninety chances in our fa- 
" vour ; Bulow's arrival has taken thirty from us -, 
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** but we have still sixty against forty, and if Gropchy 
*^ repairs the dreadful fault he yesterday committed, 
^' by delaying at Gembloux, and rapidly despatches 
** his detachment, the victory will be the more dec!-. 
** sive, for Bulow's corps will be entirely cut up.'^ 

There was no apprehension as respects Marshal 
Grouchy : Aftet having sent his proposed 4^tach- , 
ment to St, Lambert, he would still have from 27 to 
28,000 men. The troops Blucher had with him at 
Wavres, were reduced from the 90,000 at Ligny, to 
40,000, bothT^y the loss of 30,000, and the desertion 
of 20,000, plundering the shores of the Meuse, and 
also by the men detached to cover his army, as well 
as his baggage, between Namur and Liege. Now 
40,000 'or •JbSjOOO routed and discouraged Prussians, 
could make no head against 28,000 Frenchn^en, well 
stationed and victorious. 

V. It was noon. The riflemen were engaged along 
the whole line, but the battle had really only com- 
menced,, on the left, in the woods, and at the chateau 
of Hougoumojnt. On the extreme right. General . 
Bulow's troops were still stationary; they appeared to 
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be formmg, and waiting for their artillery to pass the 
defile. The Emperor sent <Mrders to Marshal Ney to 
commence the cannonade, to take possession of tkm 
ferm of Saint Haye, and to post a division aS infantiy 
there; also to drive the enemy from the^villfige of 
JIaye, and occupy it, in order to intercept all qom- 
munication between the English army and GenenjJ 
3ulow, Eighty pieces of cannon spread death along 
the left of the English line; one of Ae divisions was 
entirely destroyed by the cannon and grape shot of the 
French, While this attack was goin^ on, the Em- 
peror attentively observed the movements of the ene- 
my's General; on his ri^t he made mme^ but per- 
ceived him (Ml his left, preparing a large charge of 
cavalry. He rode thither in full spfsedt The charge 
had taken place^ It had repulsed a column of infantry, 
advancing on the plain j had taken two eagles from it, 
^d seven pieces of cannon. He ordered a brigade 
of Milhaud's cuirassiers of the second line to chatge 
this cavalry. It set pfif shouting "Live the Emperor!^' 
The English cavalry was broken, apd the greater 
part remained on the field of battle. The cannon 
^ ere ret?iken, and the ijifantry protected^ Sever^ 
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charges of infantry and cavalry took place, the de- 
tails o^ whicti belong more p-operly to the history of 
each regiment, dian to that of a general battle, where 
fuch numerous details would create c(»ifasion* Suf- 
fice it to say, after three hours contest, the farm of St 
Haye^ notwithstanding the resistance of the Scotch 
tegiments, was taken by the French infantry, and 
the object proposed by the French General accom- 
plished. The fifth and sixth En^sh divisicHis were 
destroyed. G^ieral Pictc^ remained dead on the 
field of battlfe, 

Durmg this engagement the Emperor rode along 
the line of infantry ci the first corps, the line of ca- 
valry composed of Milhaud^s cuirassiers, and the 
third line consisting of the guards, amidst Ae cannon 
balls, grape shot, and shells, ricochetting from line 
to line. The brave General Devaux, commanding 
the ;vrtillery Of the guards, was shot by his side. He 
was a great loss, particularly at that time, for he was 
better acquainted than any other person, with the po- 
eitions occupied by the reserve of the artillery of the 
guards, consisting of ninety-six pieces. The General 
of brigade, Lallemand, succeeded hhn, and was 
shortly after wounded. 
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There was considerable disorder in the English 
army. Those with the baggage train and the wound- 
ed, seemg the Fretach approach on the Brussels road 
and by the principal opening of the forest, crowded te 
make good their retreat. All the flying English, 
Flemings, and Germans, who had been dispersed by 
the cavaliy, took the route to Brussels, It was four 
o'clock. Th^ victory would then have been decided, 
had not General Bulow's corps at that time made its 
powerful diversion. About two o'clock in the after- 
noon, General Daumont reported, that Bulow wae 
defiling in three columns, that the French chasseurs 
kept up a retiring fire upon the enemy* who appeared 
to be in great numbers; he estimated them at jnc^e 
than 40,000 men. He moreover stated that his scouts, 
well mounted, had been several leagues in difierent 
directions, and had brought no information of Mar* 
shal Grouchy; he was therefwe not to be calculated 
on. 'At the same time the Emperor received very 
distressing news frqm Gembloux, Marshal Grouchy, 
in place of having marched from GemWoux at dawn 
of day, as he had announced in his despatch of tw© 
o'clock at night,, had not left his camp at ten in the 
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morning. Tlw oflBcer attributed it to the dreadful 
weather— a very ridiculous motive. This inexcusable 
delay on such a pressing occasion, by so zealousr an 
^cei', cannot be explained. 

VI. It was not long before the cannonade com- 
menced between General Bulow and Count Lobau. 
The Prussian army marched forward in echelon, hav- 
irg its centre in advance. Its line of battle was per- 
pendicular to the right flank of the French ai;piy, 
parallel with the road leading from Saint Haye to 
Planchenoit. The centra echelon unmasked thirty 
pieces of cannon. Count Lobau opposed ^ like num- 
ber of artillery to them. The Count perceiving that 
the first echelon was not supported, attacked, broke, 
.and drove it a considerable distance; but the two 
other lines, which appeared to have been retarded by 
the bad roads, rallied it The Prussians, without 
attempting to break the French line, endeavoured to 
outfls^nk it by a movement on the left. The Count, 
fearful of being turned, retreated in chequer, towards 
the army. The fire of the Prussian batteries wjfe 
doubled; sixty pieces of cannon were counted. The 
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kdls fdl on the road before and in re«i* of the Belle 
Alliance, where the Emperor was with his guards J 
this was the line of operation of the army* At the 
most eritical moment the enemy had approached so 
near as to pour their grape shot on this Foad* The 
Emperor ordered General Duhesme, who command- 
ed the young guards^ to march to the right of Ac 
sixth corps with his two brigades of infantry and 
twenty-four pieces of cannon- In a quarter* of - art } 
hour this formidable battery oommeuced firkjg* Tim ? 
French artillery soon acquired the superiority; it wa$ 
b^ter served, and better staticmed As soon as th* 
young guards encountered the Prussians, their march 
appeared to be^ arrested* An unsteadiness was d> 
served in their line; they continued however to ex- ^ 
tend their left, outflanking the right of the French, . 
and reaching to the heights of Plancbenoit* LWute* 
nant-Gen^ral Morand then marched with four batta- 
Uons of old guards and sixteen pieces of cannon, to 
the right of the youn^ guards* Two regiments of 
old guards took position in advance of Planchenpitv 
The Prussian line was outflanked. Bulow was re* 
pulsed ; his left fell backy converged to its centre^ 
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and^ insensible, the whole line gave way. Count 
Lobau, Get^rals Duhesme and Morand, marched in 
advance. They soon took possession of the ground 
which General Bulow's artillery had occupied. This 
General had not only failed in his attack, and un< 
masked his reserve, buty from being at first held in 
check, was now in retreat. The bullets of the Prus- 
sians, so far from now reaching the road of Charleroy, 
did not strike the position occupied by Count Lobau. 
It was seven o'clock in the evening. 

VII. Two hours had passed since Count Erlon had 
taken La Haye, and out-flanked the left of the English, 
and the right oi General Bulow. The light cavahy 
©f the first corps, in- pursuit of the enemy's in&ntry 
on the plain of La Haye, were driven back by a body 
of cavalry of superior numbers. Count MiBiaud was 
then ascending the heights with his cuh^ssiers, he in- 
formed General Lefebvre Desnouettes, who imme- 
diately set out to support them. It was five o'clock, 
the time when General Bulow's attack was heaviest, 
and when so far from being held in check, he showed 
fresh troops, which extended his line on the French 
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right. The English cavalry was repulsed by the in- 
trepid cuirassiers and the chasseurs of the guards* 
The English abandoned all the field of battle between 
St. Haye and Mont St Jean, by which all their left 
was broken up, aild thrown on their right. At the 
sight of these brilliant cHargeSy shouts of victory were 
heard on the field of battle. The Emperor said, 
" It is an hour too soon ; however, what has been 
" done must be followed up.'' He sent orders to 
Kellerman's cuirassiers, who had remained in their 
position on the left, to hasten to the support of the 
cavalry on the plain. General Bulow was then me- 
nacing the flank and rear of the army. It was c£ Im- 
portance to make jio retrograde movement, in any 
part, and to support the cavalry in the position they 
had taken, although f^remature. This rapid move- 
ment of 3,000 cuirassiers, marching off to the shouts 
of " Live the £mperor !'' and under the^cannonade of 
the Prussians, effected a happy diversion in this criti- 
cal moment. The cavalry pushed forward as if in 
pursuit of,the English ; while Bulow's army was still 
progressing in its movement on the French flank and 
rear. The soldiers, and even the officers, sought to 
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ascertain, by the countenance of the chief, whether 
they were victorious, or in danger ; but it bespoke con- 
fidence. This was, in the space of twenty years, the 
fiftieth pitched battle, at which he had commanded. 
In the mean time, a divisicm of the corps of cavalry ' 
of the guards, commanded by General Guyot, and 
which was in the second line, behind Kellerman's 
cuirassiers, set off in full trot for the .plains. The 
Emperor perceived it, and sent Count Bertrand to 
recal it. This was his reserve. But the Count 
was too late, it had already taken part' m the en- 
gagement; any retrograde movement would then 
have been dangerous. From five o'clock in the even- 
ing the Emperor was thus deprived of his reserve of 
cavalry, of that reserve, which, well directed, ,had 
gamed him so many victories. However, these , . 
12,000 select cavalry performed wonders. They 
routed all the enemy's numerous cavalry,.that opposed 
them, broke through several squares of infantry, took 
sixty pieces of ordnance, and in the middle of the 
N 3quares got possession of six colours, .which three 
chasseurs of the guards, and three cuirassiers, pre- 
sented to the Emperor before the Belle Alliance. The 
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enemy, for the second time that day, considered the 
battle as lost, and beheld with terror, the difficulties 
the disadvantageous ground chosen by him, would 
oppose to his retreat. Ponsonby's brigade was charg- 
ed by the red lancers of the guards, commanded by 
General Colbert, suid was broken ; its general, pierced 
by seven dirusts of the lances, fell dead. The Prince 
of Orange, on the point of bemg taken, was severely 
wounded^ This brave body of cavalry, not being sup- 
ported by a strong corps of infantry, which was retained 
by General Bulow^s attack, was forced to content it- 
self with keeping possession of the field of batde it 
had ccmquered. At seven o'clock, General Bubw 
was Impulsed in his attack, and the cavalry ^tiU kept 
possession of the plain tfcey had occupied* The 
victory was won; 69,000 Frenchmen had overcome 
120,000 enemy. Joy was in every countenance, and 
hope enlivened every breast. These feelings suc- 
ceeded to the high excitement experienced Hurii^ tfie 
attack of the flank by an entire army, and which, for 
die space of an hour, threatened to cut off the retreat 
of the Trench army. At this moment the cannonade 
of Marshal Grouchy was distinctly heard. It was 



Chap- VI.] OF NAPOLEON. £49 

beyond Wavf^s, in the most distant, and in the near- 
est points, in rear of St, Lambert. 

Vm* Marshal Grouchy did rtot leave his camp at 
Geipbloux until ten in the morning, and at half past ' 
twelve was midway to Wavres. He heard the terrible 
cannonade of Waterloo, no experienced man could 
onistake it. It was several hundred pieces of cannon, 
and two armies in deadly contest. General Excel- 
mans, who commanded the cavalry, was struck with 
it Ho went to the Marshal, and said to him. " The 
" Empeix>r is engaged with the English army ; there 
" can be no doubt of it. So heavy a caraionadp Can- 
** not be a skirmish. Marshal ! we ought to march 
*' towards the fire. I am an old soldier of the army 
^ of Italy. , I have heard General Bonaparte inculcate 
" these principles a hundred times. If we take to the 
** left, we will be on the field of battle in two hours.'^ 
"I believe,'' said the Marshal, " you are right ; but 
** if Blucher should march from Wavres, and take 
*' me in flahk, I shall commit myself by breaking my 
'^ orders, which are to march against Blucher.** Count 
Gerard now joined the Marshal, and gave him the 
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same advice as Excelmans. " Your order directs/^ 
said he, " that you should have been yest^day at 
" Wavres, and not to day. The safest course to take 
" is to march for the field of batde. You must con- 
" fess, that Bluch^r has gained a day's march on you. 
" He was yesterday at Wavres, and you at Gembteux, 
" atid who knows where he now is. If he has effect- 
" ed a juncticm with Wellington, we will find him on 
" the field of battle, then your order will be executed 
" to the letter. Jf he should not be there, our arrival 
" will decide the battle. In two* hours we can take 
" part in the engagement ; and if we destroy Ae 
" English, what will Blucher, already beaten, be able 
*^ to do.'' The Marshal appeared' convinced; but at 
this very moment,- he received information thai his 
light cavalry had arrived at Wavres, and were engaged 
with the Prussians; that all their force was uiHted 
there, and that it consisted c^ at least 80,000 m^i ; 
upon this he continued his march towards Wa^s, 
where he arrived at four in the afternoon. Believing * 
that the whole Prussian army was before him, he spent 
two hours in forming his line of battle, and irutking 
his dispositions. It was then he received the message 
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firom the c^cer^ despatched from the field of battle 
at ten in the momii^. He detached General Pajd 
with 12,000 men towards Limate, a bridge over the 
DylC) a league in rear of St Lambert. The General 
arrived there at seven o'clock in the evenbg. He 
crossed the river. During Hub time, Martial Grouchy 
attacked Wavres- 

IX. Marshal Blucher passed the night (^ the seven- 
teenth, eighteenth at Wavres, with the four corps of 
his army, amounting to 75,000* men. Informed that 
the Duke of Wellingt(Mi had determined to stand the , 
issue of a battle before the forest of Soignes, provided 
he might calculate on his assistance. He detached 
in the morning his fourth corps, which crossed the 
Dyle at Lhnate, ,and united at St. Lambert. Tlris 
corps was entkre. It had nqt been present at Ligny. 
Marshal Bhicher's light cavalry, which reconnoitred 
two leagues from his camp at Wavres, heard nothing 
of Grouchy. At seven in the morning they only saw 
a few scouts. Blucher concluded that the whole 
French army had united at Mount St. Jean. He put 
the second cor|)s, comipanded by General Pirch, in 
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motion. This corps was reduced to 18,000 men. 
The marshal himself marched with the first, under 
the orders of Zietten, and which was reduced to 
13,000 men. He left General Thielman, with the 
third corps, at Wavres. 

The second corps, commanded by GenersU Pircb, 
marched by Lasne, and Blucher with the first corps, 
towards Ohain, where, at six in'the evening, he form- 
ed a junction with the English brigade ci cavalry, 
acting as Bankets. Hq ther^ received informatioa 
that Marshal Grouchy, ^ith a considerable force, was 
present before Wavres at four, that he was making 
arrangements for attack, and that the tfiird corps was 
not competent tq resist him* The Manual had no 
choice to make. It was necessary for him to suppcMrt 
his principal forces, General Bulow, and the En^isb. 
He sent orders to General Thielman to hold out as 
long as posisible, ^d to retire towards him^ when 
forced so to do. Moreover, he was not in a state to 
return to Wavres. He would not have arrived tfiere 
until late in the night, and should the English army 
be beaten, he would be placed between two fires, 
whereas, if* he continued witfi the English army, and 
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then should be victorious, he would be sufficiently in 
time to march against Marshal Grouchy. His march 
was very slow; his troops were much fatigued, and 
the roads were completely cut up. Theise two co- 
lumns, together about 31,000 men strong, opened the 
communication between General Bulow and the Eng- 
lish. The first, who was in full retreat, halted. Wel- 
lington, who. was in despair, and had no other pros- 
pects before him but a -certain defeat, saw his safety. 
The brigade of English cavalry at Ohain rejoined 
him, as well. as part of the foiA-th division of flankers 
on the right. If Marshal Grouchy had passed the 
night of tKe seventeenth before Wavres, as he ought 
to have done, according to: his orders, Marshal Blu- 
chtx M^ould have remamed tlicre in observation, with 
all his forces, believing himself pursued by the whole 
of ^e French army. If Marshal Groiuchy had, ac- 
cording to his communication from his camp at Gem- 
blbux, dated two o^clock at night, marched at the 
break of day, that is to say, at four in the morning, 
he would not have arrived at Wavres in time to pre- 
vent General Bulow from marching ; but he would 
have, stopped Marshal Blucher's other three corps. 
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The victprjr would still have been certain; but the 
Marshal, however, did not arrive before Wavres until- 
{bur in the afternoon, and did not attack until six. 
He was too hite ! .The French army^ 69,000 tnen 
strong, whiqh, at seven in the evening, was victo- 
rious over' an army of 120,000 men, being then ia 
possession of half of the field of battle of the £ng- 
lisharmy, and havingrepulsed General Bulow^s corps, 
had victory snatched from it by the arrival of MaiT- 
shal Blucher with 30,000 fresh men j a reinforce- 
ment which augmented the allied army to about 
150,000 men, that is^ two and a half against one. 

X. As sbon as General Bulow^s corps had "been 
repulsed, the Emperor ordered General IDrouot, who 
performed the duty of Aid-Major-Qeneral of the 
guards, to rally all the guards in advance of the farm 
df Belle Alliance, where he was, withdght battklions 
drawn i>p in two lines, the eight others having march- 
ed to support the young guards, and to defend Plandie- 
noit. In the mean time the oivalry, which continued 
to occupy the elevated plain against all opposition, saw*^ 
the movement of General Bulow,.but placing confi- 
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tience in the reserve ci guards, Which they saw be- 
fore him, they were under no apprehension, and on 
his corps being repulsed, uttered s|;iQuts of victoiy. 
They were only waiting fot the infantry oi guards 
to decide the victory ; but they were much astonished 
on seeing <he arrival of Marshal Blucher's columns. 
Some regiments fell back« The Emperor perceived 
it. It was of the greatest importance to restore con- 
fidence to die cavalry ; and perceiving that a quarter 
of an hour was still necessary for rallying all the 
guards, he placed himself at the head of four bat- 
talions, and advanced on die left, in front of St Haye, 
having sent aid-de-camps along the line, to announce 
the arrival of Marshal Grouchy, and to say, that widi 
a little firmness the victory would be decided. Ge- 
neral Reille concentrated his cc^ps on die left; in front 
id Chateau Hougoumcmt, and was preparing his at- 
talck. It was necessary that die guards should engage 
alltc^ther, but the eight other battalions were still in 
die rear. Crossed by circumstances, and seeing die 
cavahy discountensuiced, and that a reserve of infantry 
was necessary to support them, he ordered General 
Friant to march widi ^ fow battalions of middle 
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guards, in front of the enemy^s attack. The cavahy 
rjesumed confidence, and moved on with its* accustom- 
ed intrepidity. These four battalions of the guards 
repulsed ajl that opposed them, and tile charges ci 
cavalry carried dismay into the English ranks. Ten 
minutes aften^^ards the other battalions of the guards 
arrived. The Emperor formed them by brigades, 
two battalions in line, and two in column on the right 
and left. The second brigade was in echelon. This 
united the advantages of both orders. The sun was 
set General Friant wounded, passed at the time. He 
said all was goiqg on well, that the enemy appeared 
to be forming their rear guard to support their retreat, 
but that they would be entirely broken as soon as the 
remainder of the guards should march on them. A 
quarter of an hour was required. It was then that 
Marshal, Blucher arrived at La Haye, and defeated 
the French corps aefending it ; it was th^ fourth di- 
vision of the first corps, they fled, after having made 
but a faint resistance. Ahhough they were attacked 
by four times their numbers, yet if they had shown 
resolution, thrown themselves into houses, it being 
dark, Blucher would not have had time to force the 
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village. It was there where the cry of " save your- 
self/' was said to have been heard. A breach bemg 
thus made, and the line broken by the weak resist^ 
ance of the troops at La Haye, the enemy's cavalry 
inundated the field of batde, and General Bulow 
marched forward. Count Lobau did his best, but 
the confusion was such, that he was forced to ordar 
the guards to change flieir front, who^were formed to 
advance. This movement was performed widi order. 
The guards faced to the rear. The left on the side 
ctf Saint Haye and the right on the side of Belle Al- 
liance, showed front to the Prussians, and to the at- 
tack of Haye ; soon after each battalion formed in 
square* The four squadrons of service charged the 
Pru3sian3. 'At this time the brigade of English ca- 
valry having arrived from Ohain, marched /oru ard. 
These two thousand cavalry penetrated between Ge- 
neral ReiUe and the guards. A dreadful confbsion en- 
sued over all the field of battle. The Emperor had only 
time to put himself under the protection of one of the 
squares of guards. If General Guyot's division of 
reserve cavalry had not been engaged, without having 
received orders, in the rear oi Kdlerman's cuiras-* 
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siers, it would Have repulsed this diai^ and pre- 
vented the English cavalry from making an impnes* 
sion ofi the field of batde,: the foot guards coidd d^n 
have sustained every attack of the enemy, Genarad 
Bulow, marching on his left, out-flanked the ndiole 
line of battle. Night increased the disorder, and p"^-/ 
vented every eflfort. If it had been day light, so Aat 
the troops a)uld have se«i the EUnperor, they would 
have rallied. Nothing c6uld be done in ibc dark. 
The guards commenced retreating. The, fire firom 
the enepiy was already 400 toises in the rear, and die 
roads occupied. The Emperor, with his staff, re*- 
imimed a long time with the re^ments of guards on 
a piece of rising ground. Four pieces c£ cannon sta* 
tioned there kept up a to'isk fire on the plain ; its last 
discharge wounded Lend Paget, commmder c^ the 
English cavalry. There was now not a moment to 
be lost. The Emperor could only effect his retreat 
across &e fields. Cavahy, artiUe^, in&ntry, were zH 
tfirown togetho* in ponfusbn. The staff gamed die 
small village of Gcjnaj^je. The Enqperor was in 
hopes of there organising a rear gu^ ; but the dis^ 
•order was 89 greiit, d^at every eflfort was in vain. It 
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was eteven at night. In despair of organising any 
defence, he placed his hopes m GiranPs division) • the 
third of the second corps, which had been left on the 
fidd ^ battle at Ligny, and to wluch he had sent or- 
ders to march to Quatre Bras, to cover tfie retreat of 
die atroy. ^ 

Never did the French lEurmy behave better than on 
diis day. It performed prodigies of valour. The 
superiority of the French troops, infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, ^as so great over that of the enemy, 
that if the first and second Prussian corps had not ar- 
rived, the victory would have been certain and com- 
plete over die English army and Bulow's corps ; that 
is to say, one to two, (69,000 men against 120,000.) 

The loss of the En^sh army, and that of Gene- 
ral Bulow, was, durmg the battle, much gres^ter than 
the French} and if the loss sustained by the French 
durmg the retreat, diough very ccHisiderable, (for 60Q0 
of them were taken prisoners,) be taken into consi- 
derati<Mi, it would still not be equal to that of the allies 
during these four days. They acknowledge it to have 
amounted to 60^000 men, namely, 11,500 English, 



1^ MEMOIRS [Book IX. 

3,500 Hanoverians, 8,000 from Belgium, Nassau, 
and Brunswick, — total df the English army, 22,500 ; 
Prussians 38,000, making together 60,500. The loss 
of the French army, even including that in the retreat, 
and until it had arrived near Paris, was 41,Q00 men* 
The imperial guards maintained their old reputa- 
tion ; but they were beset, by unfortynate incidents. 
They were out-flanked on their right, ^d their left 
was crowded by the flying and enemy. If those guards 
could have fought with their flanks supported, they 
would have repelled the efforts of the enemy's two 
united armies. For upwards of four hours, 12,000 
French cavalry, were masters of part of the enemy's 
battle ground. They fought against all flieir infantry, 
and repulsed every charge of their cavalry, amounting 
to 18,000. Lieutenant General Duhesme, an old sol- 
dier, covered with wounds, and of the greatest braveiy, 
was tal^en prisoner in attempting to rally a rear guard. 
Count Lobau was also taken. Camlx'onne, General 
of the guards, remained, severely wounded, on the 
field of battle. Of twenty^four English Generals, 
twelve were either killed or wounded. The Holland- 
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ers lost three Generals. Th6 French General, Du- 
hesme, was assassinated on the nineteenth, by a 
Brunswick hussar, although a prisoner. This crime 
remains unpunished. He was an intrepid soldier, 
a consummate general, always firm, either in good or 
bad fortune. ' 



X 



162 MEMOIRS [Book IX. 



CHAPTER VII. 



RAX.LYING. 



'I. Rallying of the French army at Laon. — II. Re- 
treat of Marshal Grouchy. — III. Resources left to 
France. — IV. Effects of the Emperor^ s abdication. 

I. The road to Charleroy is very large, sufficiently 
so fof the retreat of the army. The bridge at Ge* 
nappe is of the same size ; five or six files of wa- 
gons might cross abrpast ; but on the arrival of the 
first fugitives, the baggage trains, and parks there bar- 
ricadoed themselves, by placing wagons overturned^ 
on the road, so as to leave a passage of only three 
toises. The confusion soon became terdble. Ge- 
napis is situatecf in a hollow. The advance of the 
Prussian troops, in pursuit of the army, having arrived 
on the heights which Command it, at eleven at night, 
succeeded in dispersing a handful of brave men, ral- 
lied by the intrepid General Duhesme, and entered 
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the village. Among the baggage they took, was the 
Emperor's post-chaise, which he had not used since 
he left Avesne. It had b^n custonlary for it to fol- 
low the Emperor to the field of battle, behind the re- 
serve of guards. It always contained a change of 
apparel, a sword, a cloak, and an iron bed. At one 
o'clock in the morning the Emperor arrived at Quatre 
Bras, dismounted at a bivouac, and despatched seve- 
ral officers to Marshal Grouchy, to inform him of die 
loss of the battle, and to order him to retreat towards 
Namur. The officers who had been sent from the 
field of battle, to brmg up Girard's division from 
Ligny to Quatre Bras, and if time permitted, as far 
as Genappe, brought iht distressing intelligenqe, that 
it was impossible to find that division. The General 
of artillery, Negre, an officer of great merit, was at 
Quatre Bras, with die parks of reserve ; he had how- 
ever only a small escort. A few hundred cavalry 
rallied ; Count Lobau placed himself ^t their head, 
and took every possible measure to organize a rear 
guard. The soldiers of the first and second ccMps, 
who, a few days before, had crossed the San^bre on 
the bridge of Marchiennes, bent their course to this 
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bridge. They left the turnpike road at Quatre Bras 
or Gosselies, to take fhe cross road. The guards and 
the sixth corps retired towards Charleroy. The Em- 
peror sent Prince Jerome to Marchiennes, with orders 
to rally the army between Avesne JEind Maubeuge. 
He hiniself went to Charleroy. When he arrived 
there at six in the morning, a great number of men, 
particularly cavalry, had already crossed the Sambre, 
and were making towards Beaumont He stopped an 
hour on the left bank, despatched a few orders, and 
then directedhis route to PhilippviUe, in order the bet- 
ter to form a communication with Marshal Grouchy, 
and to send his orders to the frontiers of the Rhine. 
After having remained four hours in this town, he with 
all possible despatch repaired to Laon, where he ar- 
rived on the twentieth, at four o'clock in the after- 
noon. He had a conference with the prefect ; di- 
rected his aid-de-camp. Count Bussy, to superintend 
the defence of that important place ; sent Count De- 
jean to Guise, and 'Count JFIahaut to Avesne. He 
awaited despatches from Prince Jerome. By these he 
was informed, that the Prince had rallied upwards of 
25,000 men in rear of Avesne, and fifty pieces of cian- 
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non ; that General Morand commanded the foot, and 
General Colbert the cavalry guards ; that the army 
appeared' to augment continually ; that the greater 
part of die general officers had arrived ; that the loss 
was not so great' as might have been imagined, up- 
wards of half the artillery stores were saved, 170 
pieces of ordnance were lost, but the men and houses 
arrived at Aveshe. T?1ie Emperor ordered them to 
rendezvous at Fere, there to be provided with pieces ; 
and directed confidential officers to organize a new 
field equipage there. Marshal Soult received orders 
to repair to Laon with the general head-quarters. The 
prefect took every measure to fill the magazines of 
the town, and to secure provisions for an army of from 
80 to 90,000 men, which, in a few days would con- 
centrate around this town. -The Emperor expected 
that the allied generals,profitingof their victory, would 
march their army as far as the Somme. He ordered 
Prince Jerome to leave Avesne on the twenty- second, 
with the army, for Laon, the point of junction an- 
nounced to Marshal Grouchy and to General Rapp. 
The Emperor, not being more than a journey of 
twelve hours distant from Paris, Judged it fejtpedient 
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to repair thither. His presence would not be neces- 
sary with the army on the twenty -first, twepty-second, 
twenty-third, and twenty-fourth. He calculated upon 
being back by the twenty-fifth. These six days, in 
Ae capital, he would employ to organize things for 
this national crisis, to complete the defences of Ae 
capital, and to hasten the resources that could be ob- 
tained from the Sepots and flie provinces. It was 
then easy to' judge by supposing, and which could 
not be doubted, that Marshal Grouchy's army would 
arrive safe, that the loss of the French army would be 
inferior to that experienced by the enemy at the bat- 
tles of Ligny and Waterloo, and at the engagement 
of Qilatre Bras. It has since been ascertained be- 
yond a doubt, that the loss o£ the allies amounted to 
63,000 men, while that of the French did not exceed 
41,000 men, comprising therein the prisoners taken in 
the retreat. 

II. Marshal Grouchy atta-cked Wavres at^ six in 
the evening of the eighteenth. General Thielman 
made a spirited resistance, but was defeated. Count 
Gerardj at the head of the fourth CcM-ps, forced the 
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passage of t|ie Dyle. Lieutenant General Pajol with 
12^000 men, had been detached to Limate; he' there 
repulsed General Bulow's rear guard, crossed the 
Dyle, and took possession of flie opposite heights ; 
but at ten o'clock it was so dark that he could not 
continue his march ; and no more hearing the can- 
nonade of Mount St- Jean, he took post. Count Gerard 
was severely wounded at Wavres, by a ball striking 
his breast ; happily it was not mortal. On the nkie^ 
teenth, at day break. General Thielman attacked 
Marshal Grouchy, but was briskly repulsed. The 
village of Bielau and all the heights beyond Wavres 
were taken by the French. The General of Brigade, 
Peine, a distinguished officer, was mortally wounded 
on this occasion. Marshal Grouchy had ordered the 
pursuit of the enemy, and to march in the direction 
of Brussels, when he received information of &e loss 
of the battle, and the order of tiie Emperor to retreat 
towards Namur. This he immediately did. Thfe 
Prussians followed him with caution; but having 
however advanced too far, they were, repulsed^ and 
lost seven pieces of cannon, and a few hundred pri- 
^ners. General Vandamme took post at Namur^ 
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Marshal Grouchy at Dmant. General Thielman 
foiled m every atfeick he attempted. On the twenty- 
ftnirth, Msa^hal Grouchy ^s whdte corps Was atRethel. 
On^th^ twenty-i^xfli ht '^^ed Ae arn^y at Laon, 
This fi«^e amounted to 1^2^000 men, 6,500 of whom 
were cavalry, and 108 pieces of ordnancel This <Md 
not include a cctfwd^rabte number of disabled men, 
or small depots of cavalry. 

Iir. France was in a very Critical state after the bat- 
tle of Waterloo, but it was not desperate. All ar- 
rangements were made, calculating upon a defeat in 
Belgium. 70,600 men had, on the twenty-seventh, 
r^lli6d between Paris and Laon. From 25 to 30,000 
men, comprising therein the depots of the guards, 
were on their march from Paris and the depots. Ge- 
neral Rapp, with 25,000 select troops, would arrive 
early in July on the Marne. All the losses of the 
artillery were repaired. Paris alone contained 500 
field pieces, and only 170 had been lost. Thus ai!j 
army of 120,000 men, equal to that which crossed^ 
the Sambre on the fifteenth, and with a train of artillery 
of 850 pieces, would cover Paris on the first of July. 



GiiAP. VII.] OF NAPOLEON. ifi^ 

Independent of this, the capital had for its defence, 
36,000 national guards, 30,000 riflemen, 6,000 gun- 
ners, 600 pieces of ordnance in battery, and was for- 
midably intrenched on the right bank of the Seine^ 
and in a few days, the works on the left ba^k would 
lie completed The English and Prussian armies^ 
weakened by more dian 80,000 men, which reduced 
them to 140,000, could not cross the Somme with 
more than 90,000 men. They would there await the 
co-operation of the Austrian and Russian armies^ 
which could not reach the Mame until the fifteenth of 
July. Paris had therefore twenty-five days to preparp 
for defence, to complete her armaments, her supplies of 
provisions, her fortifications, and to collect troops 
from all parts of France. Even on the fifteenth of 
July, not more than 30 or 40,000 men would have 
arrived on the Rhine. The great body of the Rusr 
sian and Austrian armies could not be in motion un- 
til later. Neither arms, munitions of war, nor offi- 
cers, were wanting in the capital. The riflemen might 
be easily augmented to 80,000 men, and xtit field ar^ 
tillery to 600 pieces. 
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Marshal Sachet, after forming a junction with Ge- 
neral Lecourbe, would^ at the same time have more 
than 30,000 men at Lyons, independently of the gar- 
rison of that town, which was well armed, provisioned 
and entrenched. The defence of all the fortified 
places was secured. They were commanded by Se- 
lect officers, and garrisoned by faithful troops. Every 
thing might be retrieved; but it required character, 
energy and firmness oti the part of the officers, the 
government, the chambers, and the whole nation: it 
required them to be animated by sentiments of ho- 
nour, of glory, and of national independence — to 
take^ as a model, Rome, after the battle of Cannae, 
. and not Carthage, after that of Zama. Should France 
assume, this high tone of spirit, she would be invinci- 
ble : her population was more military than that of 
any other nation. The means of carrying on the wjff 
were abundant, and fit for every purpose, 

IV. On the 21st of June, Marshal Blucher and the 
Duke of Wellinsrton entered tlie territories of the 
empire^ in two columns. On the 22d the poWder ma- 
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gazine at Avesne blew up. The place surrendered. 
On the 24th the Prussians entered Guise, and the 
Duke of Wellington Cambray. On the 26th he was 
at Peronne. During all this time, the fortresses of 
the first, second and third frontier lines, towards 
Flanders, were invested. On the 25th these two ge- 
nerals heard of the abdication of the Emperor, which 
took place on the 22d, of the insurrection of the 
chambers, of the discouragement these circumstances 
were to the army, and of the hopes conceived there- 
from by the internal enemies of France. They now 
determined^ to march immediately to the capital, 
where they arrived on the last of June, wirii less than 
90,000 men — a step that would have been fatal to 
them, and have caused their total ruin, if they had 
hazarded it before Napoleon :— but he had abdicat- 
ed!!! The troops of the line, at Paris, more than 
SjOOO recruits for the guards, tlie riflemen of the na- 
tional guards, chosen from among the people of that 
large city, were all devoted to him. He could have 
destroyed the internal enemies of the state ! ! But to 
deyelope the motives regulating his conduct, on so 
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important an occasion, and which was attended with 
such fatal consequences, both to himself and France, 
it will be necessary to resume the subject furth^ 
back. It is this we intend doing in the following 
book* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

L— IL— III.— IV,— v.— VL— VIL— VIIL— IX. 

Observations. \ 

I. First observation. The Emperor has been 
reproached, — 1st For abdicating the dictatorship at 
the time France most required a dictator, 2d, For 
changing the constitutions of the empire, at a time 
when all his efforts should have been directed to pre- 
vent its invasion. 3d. For suffering a revolt to be 
excited among the La Vendeans, v^rho at first refused 
to ttake up arms against the imperial government. 
4th, For uniting the chambers, when he should have 
been concentrating armies. 5th. For abdicating, and 
leaving France to the mercy of a divided and inex- 
perienced assembly. For finally, if it were true that 
it was possible for the Emperor to save the country 
without the confidence of the nation, it was no less so 
that the nation in these critical circumstances could 
jieither preserve its honour or independence without 
JiTapoleon. 
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We shall make no reflections on subjects which 
are treated of more prpfoundly and more in detail in 
book X. 

II. Second observation. The art by which the 
movements of divers corps of the French army were 
concealed from the enemy, at the opening of the cam- 
paign, deserves to be particularly remarked. Mar- 
shal Blucher and Wellington were surprised. They 
neither saw nor heard any thing of the nlovements 
performed near their advanced outposts. 

In attacking the allied armies, the French had it in 
their power either to outflank their right, their left, 
or break thrpugh their centre. In the first case they 
would march by Lille to attack the English army ; 
in the second they would pass by Grivet and Charle- 
mont and encounter the Prussian army. In each case 
these two armies would remain united, for they would 
be mutually driven on each other, the right on the left 
and the left on the right. The Emperor adopted the 
third plan, covering his movements by the Sambre, 
to break the lines of the two armies at Charleroy, the 
point of their junction. By manoeuvring with rapi- 
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<lity and skill, he might hope to separate, and attack 
them in detail. Thus in the secrets of art he found 
means that stood him in place of a deficiency of 
100,000 men. This plan was conceived and executed 
with judgment and daring courage, 

III. TTiird observation. The ardour of character 
©f several generals was damped by the events of 1814. 
They had lost somewhat of that undaunted bravery, 
resolution and confidence, w^hich so often acquired 
jlory for them, and which so much contributed to the 
success of past campaigns. 

1, On the fifteenth of June the third corps was to 
have been under arms at three o'clock in the morning, 
and to arrive before Charleroy at ten,; but it did not 
arrive there until three in the afternoon. 

2, On the same day orders were issued to attack 
the enemy in advance of the woods of Fleurus, at 
four in the afternoon, but it did not take place until 
seven. Night intervened before it was possible to 
enter Fleurus, where the chief of the army had in- 
tended to station his head quarters that day* This was 
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a serious loss of tim^^ seven hours, in tibe opening of 
a campaign/ 

5. Ney received orders to march^ on the 16th, with 
43,000 men, forming the left of the army, which he 
commanded, in advance of Quatre Bras, thereto take 
post at day break, and even to intrenchhimself. He 
delayed, and lost eight hours. The Prince of Orange, 
with only 9,000 men, kept this important position 
until three in the afternoon, on the 16th. When^ at 
noon, the marshal received orders, dated at Fleurus, 
and was well an^are that the Emperor was about en- 
gaging the Prussians, he marched on Quatre Brtis, 
but only with the half of his forces, leaving the re-; 
mainder two leagues. in his rear, to cover his retreat^ 
This reserve he forgot, until six in the evening, whe^ 
in want of its support. In former campaigns, this 
general would have occupied the position in advance 
of Quatre Bras at six in the morning, have defeated 
or taken the whole df the Belgic division, and would 
have either turned the Prussian arfny, by detaching, 
on the road of Namur, a force which would have 
taken their line of battle in the rear, or, by a rapid ' 
movement on tlie road to Genappe, he would have 
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surprised and destroyed the Brunswick and the fifSi 
English divisions, on their route from Brussels, and 
from Aence marched to the attack of the first and 
third English divisions, advancmg on the road of Ni- 
velles, aU wiAout cavaUy or artiUcry, and harassed 
by fatigue. Full of &e ardour of attack. Ney forgot 
die troops not immediately under his eyes. The bra- 
very (A a commander in chief is as different from that 
of a general of division as this- last ought to be from 
a captain c^ grenadiers. 

4. The advance guard of the French army, on the 
17th, did not arrive at Waterloo until sk in the even- 
ing: if no vexatious aelays had intervened, it would 
have been Acre at three. The Emperor appeared 
very mu(^ disappointed : he said, pointing to the sun, 
♦' What would I not give to have to-day the power of 
Joshua, only to retard its movement for two hours.'' 



IV. Fourth observation. Never did Frendi sol 
diers show more courage, good will and enthusiasm 
They were impressed with sentiments of their supe 
riority over all the soldiers of Europe. Their confi 
dence in the emperor was unbounded, perhaps now 

z 



^yg MEMOIRS [Book IX. 

more than ever. But Aey were suspicious, and dis- 
ftustfut of their chiefs. The treason of 1814 they 
forgot not; every movement they did not compre- 
hend made them suspicious, and they imagined them- 
selves betrayed. When the first shot was fired near 
St. Amand, an old corporal approached the Emperor, 
and said to him, " Sire, mistrust Marshal Soult: you 
may rest assured ;he will betray us.'' *^ Be still,'? re- 
|)lied the Emperor, " I will answef for him as fot 
myself." In the midst of the battle, an officer re- 
ported to Marshal Spult tha^ General V andamme had 
. deserted to the enemy, that his soldiers loudly de- 
manded that the Emperor should be infortned\crf it. 
At die close of the battle a dragoon, with his sword 
all bloody, came up in great haste, crying " Sire, re- 
pair quickly to the division; General Henin is ha- 
ranguing the dragoons to go over, to the enemy." 
<* Have you heard him?" " No, sire, but an officer, 
who is seeking you, has, and he ordered me to tell 
you." At this very time the brave General Heniii 
had his leg taken off by a cannon ball, after having 
repulsed a charge of the enemy. 

On the evening of the 14th, Lieutenant-general 
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BoiMTiidnt, Colonels Clouct and Viloutrey, of the staff, 
deserted from the fourth corps to the enemy. Their 
names will be held in execration as long as the French 
people shall form a nation. This desertion very 
much increased the suspicbns of the soldiers. It is 
ascertamed, almost without a doubt, that the cry of 
" Run, run,'^ was made, in the fourth division erf the 
' first corps, on the evening of the battle of Waterloo, 
at the attack of the village of Haye by Marshal Blu- 
cher. This village was not defended as it ought to 
have been. It is equally probable that several offi- 
cers, bearers of despatches, disappeared! Though 
some officers deserted, not a soldier was guihy pf this 
cripie. Several, who were left wounded on the field 
of batdfe, put an end to their lives, on hearing q£ Uie n 
dkfeat of the army. 

V. Fifth observation. On the fifteenth the French 
army was divided into tiiree parts; 69,QpO men un- 
der the enters of the Emperdr, marching towards 
Brussels, by the road of Charleroy, 34,000 under 
the command 6£ Marshal Grouchy directing Aeir 
nnite towards the same town by the road of Wavres, 
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on which tfiey were pursuing the Prussians, 7 or 
8,000 men remaining on the field of battle at Ligny,. . 
iiamely 3,000 men of Gktu*^s division attending (m 
the wounded, and on any imibrseen occasion to fcMrm ^ 
a reserve at Quatre Bras, 4 or 5,000 belcmging to the 
parks of reserve, at Fleurus and Charieroy. Marshal 
Grouchy^s command oi 34,000 men, with 10§ pieces 
of cannon, was competent to defeat Ae Prus^i^i 
rear guard, in any position it might take, to harass 
the retreat of the routed army, and to keep it m cheek* 
This was the great result of the batde of Ligny, to 
be thus enabled, widi an army of 34,000 mmi, to op- 
pose one that had been 120,000, The 69,000 mat, 
\mder the comnuuid of the Emperor, were sufficiart 
to beat the En^ish army of 90,000 men. THie dis- 
proportion, which on the fifteenth, between tiie twe., 
hostile armies, was as one Jo two, had now been con- 
siderably changed, and was only as three to four* If 
the English army had defeated the 69,000 men op- 
posed to it. Napoleon might have been reproached 
with having calculated badly: but it is beycmd a 
doubt, and acknowledged by the enemy, Aat unless 
General Bulow had arrived, the English atmy would 
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have lost the field of battle, before three in the after- 
noon ; and even after General Bulo\v's arrival^ which 
increased' its force to liO,000 men, it would still have 
been defeated between eight an4 nirte in the evening, 
had not Marshal Bluchet made Kis appearance at 
eight, with his first and second corps. The niarch 
to Brussels in two columns, on the seventeenth, had 
^varal advantages. The left pressed and kept in 
N check the English army. The. right, imder Marshal 
Groucky, pursued and kept in check tiie Prussian 
army. At night the whole French army would be 
imited in a line of £ve small leagues, from Mount St. 
Icaii to Wavres, having its advailced posts on the 
borders of the forest. The fault committed by Mar^ 
shal Grouchy, in encamping cm the seventeenth at 
Gembloux, after having only performed a march of 
two small leagues, instead of continuing his ir^ute to 
Wavres, three leagues further, was aggravated and 
rendered iireparable by his fault of the next day, tfie 
eighteenth, in k>smg twelve hours, and not airfving 
before Wayres until four m the afternoon, in place of 
having been there at six in the morning. 

1, Grouchy, with strict orders to pursue Marshal 
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Blucher, lost sight of him for twenty-four hours^ 
fit)m the seventeenth at four irt the afternoon to the 
eighteenth at the same thne. 

2. The movement rf the cavalry on the plain, be- 
fore BuIqw was repulsed, ivas a disastrous oqcurrence. • 
It was the int^mtion of the chkt to have ordetecj this 
movement, but at an hour later, and to support it T>y 
the sixteen battalions of the guards, and one hun- 
dred pieces of artillery. 

3. The horse grenadier^, and dragoons of the 
guards, commanded by Genertil Guyot, attacked, 
without having received orders. Thus, at five in thfe 
aftemoOT, Ae army Was without a rfesenre erf cavalry. 
If this reserve had h6tn in existence* at half after 
eight, the stcM:m which raged over the field oi bat- 
tle would have been layed, the charges of the 
enemy's cavalry repulsed, and the two armies would 
have pposed on the field of battle, notwi^tanding 
the successive arrivals of General Buk>w, and di 
Marshal Blucher, The advantage would i^till Mve 
been in favour of the Frendi army, for die 34,000 
men under Marshal Grouchy, wiA 108 pieces of ar- 
tillery, were fresh, and wcmld have bivouaqued oh 
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die field of battle. The allied armies would have 
covered tfietnsely^s in the night, by the forest of 
Soignes. Iii all battles it was a fixed rulfe, that the 
division of grenadiers and dragoons' of the guards 
should not lose sight of the Emperor, nor charge 
without a verbal order given by him to their com- 
manding general. Marshal Mortier, commander in 
chief of the guards, left them on the fifteenth at Beau- 
mont, as hostilities were commencing. He was not 
replaced, which was attended with many inconve- 
niences. 

VI. Sixth observation. 1. The French array on 
the thirteenth and fourteenth manoeuvred on the right 
of the Sambre, and on the night of the fourteenth, 
fifteenth, it encamped half a league fix>m the Prussian 
out posts. Yet Marshal Blucher knew nothing pf it: 
and when, in the morning oi the fifteenth, intelligence 
reached him, at his head quarters of Namur, that the 
Emperor was entering Charleroy, the Prussisui army 
was still cantoned over an extent of thirty leagues of 
coimtry, and it would have required two days to as- 
semble it. He ought on the fifteenth of May to have 
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fixed his head -quarters at Fleurus,to have conc«i- 
trated his army round him to the distance of eight 
leagues^ having his advapced guard on the passes of 
the Meuseand Sambre. His army could then have 
been united at Ligny on the fifteenth, there to await 
the attack erf* the French army at (loon, (»r in the even- 
ing of the same day, marched against it^ to drive it 
on the Sambre. 

2. Notwithstanding, Marshal Blucher, though sur- 
prised, persisted in his intent to unite his army on the 
heights of Ligny, behind FIcurus, bravmg the chance 
pf being attacked, before the arriv^ of all his army. 
On the morning of the sixteenth he had only concen- 
trated two of his army corps, and the French were; 
already before Fleurus. The third arrived there du- 
ring the day, but the fourth, commanded by General 
Bulow, could not participate in the battle. Marshal 
Blucher, as soon as he heard of the French being in 
possession of Charleroy, that is to say, m the evening 
of the fifteenth, ought not to have designated cither 
Fleurus, or Ligny, already under the cannon of his 
enemy, as a rallying point, but Wavres, where the 
French could not arrive until the seventeenth. He 
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would then have had all the sixteenth and the follow^ 
mg ni^t to unite his whole army. 

The Prussian general after having lost the batd^ 
rf Ligny, in place of retreating on Wavres, ought to 
have effected ja junctidn with WoUitigton ; either at 
Quatre Bras, which was in his possession, or at Wa- 
terloo. The whole retreat of Marshal Blucher on 
the morning of the seventeenth, was preposterous; for 
the two armies^ which were only separated by an ex- 
tent of 3,000 toises on the evening of the sixteenth, 
and with a good road between them, from which they 
might be considered as united, were, on the evening 
of the seventeenth, distant from one another upward 
of 10,000 toises, and separated by defiles and impas- 
sable roads. 

The Prussian general violated the three great rules 
of war : 1. By not keeping his cantonments concen- 
trated. 2. By not having assigned a place of rendez- 
vous where his different corps would have arrived 
before the enemy. 3. By not retiring on his co- 
operating forces. 

yiL Seventh observaticm. 1. The Duke of Wel- 
lington was jsurprised in his cantonments. He ought, 

A a 
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on the fifteenth of May, to have concentrated them to 
within eight leagues round Brussels, having advanced 
guards on the roads to Flanders. The French army 
had, for three days, manoeuvred in the vicinity of his 
out posts ; it had moreover commenced hostilities for 
twenty four hours; its head quarters were twelve hours 
at Charleroy, yet during all this time the English ge* 
neral at Brussels knew nothing of it, and all his can- 
tonments were in perfect security, occupying an ex- 
tent of twenty^ leagues of ground. 

2. The prince of Saxe Weimar, who command- 
ed in the English army, was on the fifteenth at four 
in the aftenioon in position in advance of Frasne, JUid 
knew that the French army was at Charleroy. If he 
had immediately sent an aid-de-camp to Bri^ssels, he 
would have arrived there at six in the evening; yet 
it was not until eleven that the Duke of Wellington 
was informed of the arrival of the French, army at 
Charleroy; He thus lost five hours, in circumstances 
and against a man, where every hbur was of the great- 
est importance. 

3. The infantry, cavalry and artillery of the Eng- 
lish army were separately cantoned ; so that the infan- 
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try was engaged at Quatre Bras, without cavalry or 
artillery. This occasioned a great loss, for they were 
forced to remain in close column, to face the charges 
of the cuirassiers, while fifty pieces of cannon were 
pouring grape shot on them. These brave men were 
thus butchered without cavalry to protect, or artillery 
to cover them. As these three descriptions of troops 
xequire the assistance of each other every moment in 
action, they ought always to be conveniently can- 
, toned to one another. 

4. The English general, though surprised, desig- 
nated Quatre Bras as the rallying point for his army, 
though for tweiity-four hours at the mercy of the 
French. He exposed^his troops to be beaten in de- 
tail, as they arrived; to still greater danger by send- 
ing them off without artillery or cavalry. » He threw 
hi3 infantry by detachments, and without the assist- 
ance of the twa other branches of the army, into the 
power of the* enemy. His point of concentration' 
should have been Waterloo. He would then have 
had all the seventeenth, and the following night, which 
would have been sufficient to assemble there all his 
army, infantry, cavalry and artillery. The French 
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could not have arrived there until the seventeenth, 
and would have found his army iif position. 

VIII. Eighth observation. 1. The English gene- 
ral, on the eighteenth, fought the battle of Waterloo. 
T!Tiis was c(Mitrary to the interests of his nation, and 
to the general plan of campaign adopted by the allies. 
It moreover violated all the rules of war. It was 
not the mterest of England, who requires such num- 
bers of men to recruit her armies in India, in the 
American colonies, and in her other vast possessions, 
lightly to expose them to a murderous contest,^ by 
which she might lose the only army she had, and 
which, at least, would shed the best blood of the na-. 
tion. The plan of the allies was to act in a body^ and 
not to engage in smy partial affair. Nothing could 
be more contrary to their interest and their views^ 
than exposing the success of their cause in a preca- 
rious battle, with nearly equal forces, and the proba- 
bilities against them. If the English army had been 
destroyed at Waterloo, of what service would those 
numerous armies, I preparing to cross the Rhine, the 
Alps and Pyrenees, have been to the allies ? 
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2. The English general, m determining to receive 
battle at Waterloo, did it upon the expectation of the 
co-operation of the Prussians; now this could not take 
pfeice until afternoon. He would therefore be exposed 
alone, from four in the morning until five in the even- 
ing, that is to say, during thirteen hours. A battle 
does not generally last longer than six ; this co-opera- 
tion was therefore illusory. 

To calculate on the co-operation of the Prussians, 
he must have supposed th6 whole French army be- 
fore him ; he therefore undertook with 90,000 men 
of different nations, to maintain his battle ground 
against 104,00Q Frenchmen. This was certainly a 
false calculation. He could not have held out three 
hours; all would have been over by eight o^clock in 
the morning, and the^ Prussians would have arrived 
just in time to be taken in rear. In one day both 
these armies would have been destroyed. If he took 
, into consideration, that a part of the French army, 
would, confprmably to the rules of war, follow the 
Prussian army ; it must then have been evident to 
hhn, that they could render him no assistance : for 
the Prussians beaten at Lignyv having lost from 25 to 
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30,000 men on ^e field of battle, and 20,000 db- 
persed, followed by from 35 to 40,000 victorious 
yrenchmen, could not have weakened their fcMrces, 
and would have scarcely thought their strength suffi* 
cient for their own defence. In this case the Elnglish 
army must alone have sustained the attack of 69,000 
Frenchmen, during the whole of the eighteenth; 
There is not an Englishman but will acknoii^ledge, 
that the resuk of the action was by no means doubt- 
ful, and that their army, constituted as it was, could 
not have sustained the attack of the imperial am^ 
four hours. 

During the night of the 17th- 18th, the weather was 
extremely bad, which rendered the ground impassa* 
ble until nine in the morning. This loss of six hours 
from the dawn of day was all in favour of the enemy; 
but is it possible that tbe enemy's general could rest 
the result of such a contest upon the weather-of the 
night of the 17th-18th? Marshal Grouchy, with 
34,000 men and 108 pieces of cannon, found out the 
secret, whkh seamed indiscoveraUe, of being, cm the 
eighteenth, neither on &e field of batde of Mount St. 
Jean nor at Wavres. But had die IJnglish general 
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tlie assurance of the marshal, that he would so 
strsmgely go astray? The conduct of Marshal Grou^ 
chy was as unforeseen as if an earthquake had swal*- 
lowed up his army on its route. 

9. Recapitulation. If MaJ^hal Grouchy had been 
on the field of battle of Mount St Jean, as the Eng- 
lish and Prussian generals were persuaded, during 
the night ot the seventeenth-eighteenth, and the fol- 
lowing morning, and the weather had permitted the 
French army tp form its line of hattie, at four in the 
morning, before seven the English army would have 
been cut to pieces and completely destroyed. Should 
the weather not have permitted the French army to 
form until ten, at one the destinies of the English 
army would have been fixed. Its renmants would 
have been thrown beyond the forest, or in the direc- 
tion of "Halle; and there would have be^n sufficient 
time, in the evening, to march to the encounter rf 
Marshal Blucher, who would have been subjected to 
a like disast^. If Marshal Grouchy had encamped 
before Wavres, the night of the^ seventeenth-eigh- 
teenth, the Prussian army would have sent no de* 
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tachments to succour the English army, and it would 
have been completely beaten by the 69,000 French- 
men opposed to it. 
3. The position of Mount ^St Jean was.ill chosoi* 
• The first condition of a field of battle is to have no 
defiles in the rear. During the battle, the English 
general did not know how to use his numerous ca- 
wlry. He did not imagine that he ought and would 
be attacked on his left, but supposed it would take 
place on his right. Notwithstanding the diversion in 
his favour by General Bulow's 30,000 Prussians, he 
would twice that day have effected his retreat, had it 
been possible. Thus, in fact, O strange caprice of 
human events ! the bad choice of his field of batfle, 
which rendered ajl retreat impossible, was the cause 
of his success ! ! ! 

IX; Ninth observation. It may be asked what 
ought the English general to have done after the bat- 
tle of Ligny, and the engagement at Quatre Bras? 
Posterity will not be divided in opinion. He ought 
in the night of the seventeenth, eighteenth, to have 
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traversed the forest of Soignes, oa the road of Charle- 
roy. The Prassiaa army should also have passed 
through it on the road of Wavres. The two armies 
would have united at day break near Brussels; have 
left rear guards to defend the forest, have gained a 
few days to give time to the Prussians dispersed by 
the battle of Ligny to join their army, have reinforc- 
ed itself with the fourteen English regiments either 
in garrison on the Belgic fortresses, or just disem- 
' barked at Ostend from America, and have left the 
French Emperor to mancEuvre as he thought proper. 
Would he have traversed the forest of Soignes with 
an army of 100,000 men, to attack, on coming out 
of it, two armies amounting together to 200,000 men, 
and in position? This certainly would be the most 
advantageous thing that could happen for the allies. 
Would the Emperor then himself take position? 
This inaction however could not last long, for 
300,000 Russians, Austrians, Bavarians, &c. had ar- 
rived on the Rhine, and in a few weeks they would 
be on the Mame — this would force him to^ march to 
the succour of his capital. It was then the English 

B b . 
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and Prussian armies should have marched to join the 
allies before Paris. They would have run no risk, 
would have sustained no loss^ would have acted con- 
formably to the interests of the English nation^ to the ^ 
general p^ of campaign of the allies, and to the 
rules <rf the art of war. From the fifteenth to the 
eighteenth, the Duke of Wellington constantly ma- 
noeuvred as his enemy desired ; and performed nothing 
that he was fearful he might. The English infantry 
was firm and solid, but the cavalry might have done 
better. The English army was twice saved during 
the day by the Prussians: the first time before three 
o'clock, by the arrival of General Bulow with 30,000 
men; and the second time by the arrival of Marshal 
Blucher with 31,000. In that day^s contest 69,000 
Frenchmen defeated 120,000 men; victory was how- ' 
ever snatched from them between eight and nine 
o'clock, but by 150,000 men. 

What would have been the reflections of the peo- 
ple of England, on hearing of the catastrophe of their 
army, and that the best blood of the nation was jnro- 
digally spilt to support the cause of kings agamst the 
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people^ privileged orders against equality, high toned 
aristocracy against liberty, the' impious principles of 
the holy alliance against the sovereignty of the peo- 
ple!!! 
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NOTE. 



The first chapter being very succinct, it has 
appeared expedient to annex thirteen docu- 
ments, most of which are official \ these will 
serve to convey much useful information con- 
cerning the topics discussed in that chapter. 
It was thought that the reader would like to 
have, before him the four additional papers, 
tending to illustrate the third ^ht^ter, and re- 
cording the stete of agitation which existed in 
France during the first fortni^t of April, 
1815. 
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ARMS. 




Arms in possession of the Soldiers in March, 
1815 - 


150,000 


Id the Magazines - . . . 


150,000 


Additional supplies from the manufactories, 
during April, May, June, July, August, 
and September - - • - 


24(31,000 


Extra manufactories established at Paris, 

and in all the fortified towns, whether for 

repairing muskets, new stocked, spate 

, arms, or for new guns, for April and May 


60,000 


For June - - . i - . 


120,000 


For July, August, and September 

Total ... 


450,000 


1,170,000 
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- SITPATTOBT ON 15th JuiTE, 1815. 
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FLANDERS, ON 15th JUNE, 1815. 






DhisioDt. 



TROOPS 
ComposiDg the Divisions, 



Ist (1st Br^g. of Brit, guards 

Gen. C^oke (^24 do. do. 

3d C^*^ Brigjide of British 
Bar. AUen 



1st do. 
dd do. 



Ger. light infan. 
Hanoverian 



{ 

I. >Dutch, Flemings 
vDutch, Flemings 



7th 
Lieut. Gen, 
Collaert 
8th 
Lieut. Gen. 
Chass^ 
9th -V 

Lieut. Gen. C.Dutch, Flemings, Nassau 
Perponcher 3 
10th -^ 
S. n. the L 



1&3 

3&d 

30 33 67 73 

5 8 1 &c 3 leg. 

4 battalions 

12 do. ' 



H 



Duke of 



jLruK.e oi f 
Brunswick J 



Brunswickers 



3d 
Sir H.Clinton 

4th 

Genera] 



Numbers 

of 
Regiments. 



12 do. 



12 4o. 



8 do. 



.3d Brigade of British 
2d do. German legion 
3d do. Hanoverian 
4th Brigade of British 
] 6th do. do. 
C. Colville v.6th . do. HanoTerians 
«*K r8f*> Brigade of British 

SJrT Piofnnl^^^ do. do. 

SffT.Picton|^5^ do. HanoveriansI 

6th 7 1 0th Brigade of British 

SirJ.LambertC4th do. Hanoverians 

■ "^ 

Isl 

Lord 

E. Somerset 



71 

2 3 



14 23 51 
35 54 59 91 

28 32 79 91 
142 44 92 

427 40 81 



SirW. 

Ponsonby 

3d 

SirW. 

Dornberg 

4th 
SirOrmsby 
Yaodaleui' 



) 1st & 2d life guards 
. Jf 1st drag, guards roy. horse guards blue 

>lst, 2d, k, 6th Dragoons 

3 23d Dragoons 

Mlth, l^h, & 16th Ljght dragoons 



1st & 2d Li^ht dragoons of the German 
legion 



}2d Hussars of Grerman leeion 
7th Light dragoons, 5th Hussai 



5th 



6007 
l,2.i05 

600> 



«. V, IT y Ist Hussars of German legion 
Vivian ' S^^^ ^'S**^ Dragaons,^ 10th Hussars 

7th r3d Hussars of German legion ~ . 

SirF. d' 'J 13th Light dragoons 
Arentschild v Prince Regent's Bremen Verdan 

Col \storf (Cumberland, Hanoverian hussars 
9th Duloh and FlenTish cavalry . 

10th Brunswick cavalry 

tilCEngin. Wag- ^British . .... 

[on Train, having"^ Germans 3^200 5. . . , . 11,200 

lesOOuns . . CDutdi, Flemings . . . 3,0003 

ToUl strength of the Anglo-Belgian Army 104,200 men, 250 pieces of cannon, 
lides 14 regiments of* British infiintry recently landed at Ostend, or in galrison at fortresses In 
Flanders. ' ^ 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS, 



BEFEBBBD TO IN 



CHAPTER FIRST. 



No. I. 

Official Relation of the March qf Napoleon from th^ 
Isle of Elba to Parisy published in the Moniteur of 
the 25d March, 1815. 

THE Emperor infcHmed that die people in France 
had lost all their rights obtamed by twenty-five years 
of battles and of victories, and that the army was at- 
tached to its glory, determined to change this state 
of things, to re-establidi the imperial throne which 
alone can guarantee the rights of the natbn, and to 
extinguish this royal throne which the people had 
proscribed as not securing the interests but oS a small 
number of individuals. 

The 26th February, at five o'clock in the evening, 
he embarked in a brig of twenty-six guns, with 400 
men of his guard. Three other vessels were in the 
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harbour, and (which were seized) received on board 
200 men, infantry, 100 Poland light horse^ and Ae 
battalion of flankers, i200 strong. The wind w?is 
southerly and appeared favourable. Captain Chou* 
lard hoped that befoi^e day-break the island of Capua 
would be doubled, and that we should be oflF the 
cruising ground of the French and English who 
watched this coast. This hope was baffled. We 
had hardly doubled Cape St. Andrew of the island 
of Elba, before the wind lulled so that it became 
calm; at day-break we had only made six leagues, 
and we were still between the islands of Capua and 
Elba, in sight of the cruisers. 

The danger appearecj imminent. Many sea-faring 
persons were of opinion that it was absolutely neces- 
sary to return to Porto Ferrajo. The emperor gave 
orders to keep on their course, having, in the la^t ex- 
tremity, the plan of going among the French cruisers. 
The squadron was composed of two frigates and a 
brig; but we well knew that the attachment of their 
crews to the national glory did not leave a doubt that 
they would hoist the tri-coloured flag and range them- 
selves on our side. Towards noon the wind freshen- 
ed a little. At four P. M. we descried the moun- 
tains of Leghorn. A frigate hove in sight five 
leagues to leeward, anodier was on the coast of 
Corsica, and at a distance we saw a man of war. At 
six o'clock, P. M. the brig on board of which was 
th^ Emperor, saw a brig which we knew to be the 
Zephyr, Captain Andrieux, an officer distinguished 
as much by his talents as his patriotism. It Was 
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.^t first suggested to speak the brig and make her 
hoist the tri-coloured flag. The Emperor, however, 
gave orders to the soldiers of the guard to take off 
their caps, and to lay down on deck, prefering to 
pass the br^ without making ourselves known, and 
leaving the plan of making her change her flag only 
in case we were obliged to do it. The two brigs 
passed close to each other. Lieutenant Tslillade of 
the French marine^ was well kiK)wn to Captain An- 
drieux, and when able we hailed her. We asked 
Captain Andrieux whether he had any commands 
for Genoa; several civilities were exchanged, and the 
two brigs going opposite ways, were soon out of 
sight, without any suspicion on the part of the cap- 
tain of the Zejdiyr, what this frail vessel contained ! 

In the night oi the 27th d,nd 28th, the wind increas- 
ed. At day-break we saw a seventy-four gun ship, 
viio appeared to be steering for St.' Florence or Sar* 
dinia. We soon observed that this vessel paid no 
attention to the brig. 

The 28th„ at seven o'clock in the morning, we 
descried the coast of Noli, at noon Antibes. At 
three o'clock, the first of March, we entered the 
Gulf of Juan. 

The Emperor ordered the captsun of the guard, 
with twejity^five men, to land before the rest of the 
soldiers on board the brig, to secure the battery of 
the coast,' if one was to be found. This captain, of 
his own accord, conceived the idea of making thfr 
battalion which was in Antibes, change cockJtdes. 
He threw himself imprudejotly mtp the place; th« 
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officer who commanded for the king, raised the dmw- 
bridges and shut the gates : the garrison fleur to arms; 
but it respected these old soldiers and their cockade, 
which they venerated. Nevertheless, the operations 
of the captain failed, and his men renudned prison- 
ers in Antibes. 

At five o'clock in the aftemocai, the landing in the 
Gulf of Juan was completed. We encamped oa 
the sea-shcM'e until the nKX)n rose. 

At eleven o'clock at night the Emperor put him- 
self at the head of this handful of heroes, to whose 
fate was attached such high destinies. 

Proceeding to Cannes, from tKence to Grasse, and 
by St Vallier, he arrived in the evening of the 2d at 
the village of Cenercm, having travelled the first day, 
twenty leagues. The people of Cannes received the 
Empenxr with those sentiments, which were the first 
presage of the success of the enterprise. The 3d, 
the Emperor slept at Bareme; the 4th he dined 2A 
Digne. From Castellane to Digne, and in all ^ 
department of the Lower Alps, the peasants^ infcxro^ 
ed of the route of the Emperor, flocked from aU quar- 
ters to the road, and manifested their sentiments wiih 
an. energy which no longer left any doubts.. 

The 5th, General Cambronne, with an advanced 
guard of forty grenadiers, took possession of the 
bridge and fortress of Sisteron. 

The same day the Emperor slept at Gap, with ten 
light horse and forty grenadiers. 

The enthusiasm with which the presence of the 
Emperor inspired the inhabitants of the Lower Alps; 
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the hatred which they bore to the nobility, sufficiently 
marked the general wish of the province of Dau- 
{diiny. At two oMock in the afternoon of the 6th> 
the whole population of the city was on the road he 
took. 

At St. Bonnet, the inhabitants seeing the small . 
nuifnber of his troops, and giving way to their fears, 
{HDposed to the Emperor to sound the tocsin, to call 
together the villagers to accompany him m a body. 
" No,'' said the Emperor, " your sentiments convince 
me that I am not deceived in my calculations. They 
are for me a pledge of the sentiments of my soldiers. 
Those whom I shall meet will range themselves on 
my side; the more numerous they are, the more my 
success will be assured. Remain tranquil then in 
your houses.'' 

Many thousand proclamations were printed at Gap, 
addressed by the Emperor to the army and the peo- 
pie, and by the soldiers of the guard to their brother 
soldiers. These proclamations were spread with 
the rapidity of lightning throughout the department 
of Dauphiny. 

The same day the Emperor slept at Gorp. The 
forty men cS the advanced guard of General Cam- 
bronne went and slept as far its Mure. They met 
the advanced guard of a division of 6,000 regular 
troops, who left Grenoble to stop their progress. 
General Cambronne wished to talk with the advan- 
ced posts. They answered him that they had orders 
to have no communication with them. Neverthe- 
less, this advanced guard of tjie division of Grenoble 
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fell back three leagues and took post between the 
lakes of the village of . The Emperor, inform- 
ed of this circumstance, proceeded to the spot; he 
found on the opposite line a battalion of the fifth re- 
gulars, a company of sappers, a company of miners,^ 
in all from 7 to 800 men. He sent his officer in 
waiting, the chief of the troops, Roul, to make known 
to those men the news of his arrival, but this officer 
could not be heard — they constantly telling him of 
the positive orders they had to hold no correspon- 
dence with them. The Emperor alighted, and went 
forthwith 'to the battalion, followed by the imperial, 
guard with their arms reversed. He made himself 
known, and said, that the first soldier who wished to 
kill his Emperor might do it, the unanimous shout 
of live the Emperor! was their answer. This brave 
regiment had been under the orders of the Emperor 
from his first campaigiis in Italy. The guard and 
the soldiers kissed each other. The soldiers of the 
fifth tore out their cockade, and took with enthusiasm 
and with tears in their eyes, the tri-coloured cockade. 
When they were mustered the Emperor said to them, 
" I come with a handful of brave men, because I 
reckon on the people and on you; the throne of the 
Bourbons is illegitimate, because it was not raised by 
the nation; it is contrary to the national will, because 
it is opposed to the interests 6f our country, and ex- 
ists only in the interests of some families. Ask your 
fathers, ask all those inhabitants who arrive here 
from the country round: you will learn from their 
Qwn mouths the real situaticm of things; they are 
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tfureatened with the return of the tenths, of the pri- 
vUeges of the feudal rights, and of all those abuses 
from which your successes had delivered you; is it 
not true, peasants?'^ " Yes, sire,^^ cried they with 
an unanimous shout, " they wanted to bind us to the 
land. You come, like an angel of the Lord, t© 
save us !'^ 

The heroes of the battalion of the fifth requested 
to march the first on the division which covered 
Grenoble. They began their march in the midst of 
a multitude of inhabitants, who increased every in- 
stant Vizille distinguished itself by its entfiusi- 
asm : **• It is here that the revolution was bom,'^ said 
these faithful people ! " It is we who were the first to 
reclaim the privileges of men; it is still on this spot 
where French liberty again springs up, and where 
France recovers her honour and independence/^ 

Although x)ppressea with fatigue, the Emperor was 
anxious to enter Grenoble that evening. Between 
Vizille and Grenoble a young officer of the seventh 
regiment came to announce that colonel Labedoyere, 
g^ctuated by the noblest sentiments, and hurt at the dis- 
honour with which France was staiped, would aban- 
don the division of troops of Grenoble, and would 
come by a forced march to meet the emperor with 
his regiment. In half an hour this brave regiment 
arrived to increase the force of the imperial troops. 
At nine, that evening, the Emperor made his entr}' 
at the Fauxbourg. 

The troops entered Grenoble, and the gates of the 
city were shut. The ramparts which were to defend 
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the city were covered with soldiers, composed of the 
third regiment of the corps of engineers, consisting of 
about 2000 sapeurs, all old soldiers covered with 
honourable wounds ; of the iburth regiment of artil- 
lery — the same regiment in which, twenty-five years 
before, the Emperor had been appointed a captain ; 
of two battalions of the fifth, of the eleventh, and the 
faithful hussars of the fourth. 

The national guard and the whole populace of 
Grenoble were in rear of the garrison, and all made 
the air resound with the cry of " long live the Empe- 
ror^^ The gates were forced, and at ten o'clock the 
Emperor entered Grenoble in the midst of an army 
and of a peofde animated with the most lively enthu* 
siasm. The next morning the Emperor was ad- 
dressed by the municipality and by all the state au- 
thorities. All imited in declaring that " a prince 
imposed upon them by foreign force was not a le^- 
iimate prince^^ and they could not be bound by en- 
gagements towards princes whom the nation re- 
jected. 

At two o'clock the Emperor reviewed the troops, 
surrounded by the whole population of the depart- 
ment, amid the shouts of " Dawn xvith the Bourbons^ 
Dawn with the enemies of the people. Lang live the 
Emperor, and a government of out awn chmceP The 
garrison of GrenoWe, immediately afterwards set out 
to reach Lyons by ^ forced march. 

It is here worthy of remark, that almost at the 
same moment these 6000 men were decorated with 
the national cockade, and every one of them was old 
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and had been used before, for in quitting their tri- 
coloured cockade, they had not destroyed them, but 
had concealed them in the bottom of their knap- 
sacks ; not one was purchased or made at Grenoble I 
" It is the same/' said they as they passed by the 
Emperor, "it is the same which I wore ^t Auster- 
litz,'' "This cockade,'' exclaims another, " I had 
at Marengo !" 

On the 9th the Emperor slept at Burgoin. Here ^ 
the crowd and enthusiasm of the people, if possible, 
increased. " We have been a long time expecting 
. you," say these brave people to the Emperor — ^^ at 
length you have arrived to deliver France from the 
insolence of the nobility, from the intolerance of su- 
perstitious priests, and from the shameful yoke of fo- 
reigners." 

From Grenoble to Lyons the emperor's journey 
was one continued triumph, fle wis in his car- 
riage, which moved at a slow pace, surrounded by a 
crowd of peasants, singing songs of joy, expressive 
of the noble sentiments of the brave inhabitants of 
Dauphiny — ** Ah !" said the Emperor^ " here again 
I find those sentiments which twenty years ago I 
made, and salute France by the name of a great na- 
tion — Yes! you are still and will always remain i? 
grande nation^ 

In the mean time the Count d'Ai;tois, the Duke 
d'Orleans, and many of the marshals, had arriv^ at 
Lyons. Gold had been profusely distributed among 
the troops, and promises to their officers. They, 
were about to destroy the bridges o^ La Guillotiere 
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and Mcwrand. The Emperor ridiculed their prepara- 
tion. He bad no doubt of die fiiendly disposition of 
the people of Lyons, he was assured of the fiddity 
of the troops. He, however, gave orders to General 
Bertrand to construct a bridge, of boats at Mirbel, 
intending to pass over at night and to intercept (oa 
the roads to Moulines and Macon) the prince \dio 
wished to dispute with him the passage of the Rhcxie. 
At four o'clock, a reconnoitering par^ of the fourdi 
hussars arrived at La Guillotiere, widi the cry of 
" long live the Emperor.'^ The passage of Mirbd 
was immediately countermanded, and the EmpercK' 
set off at full gallop for Lyons at the head of the very 
troops who were to have opposed hb entry. 

The Comte d'Artob had done every thing in his 
power to inspire his troops with ardour. He did not 
know that in France, it is impossible for a foreign 
JIgent to succeed— if he is opposed to the honour of 
the nation and the people's cause. Passing by the 
thirteenth regiment of dn^oons, he said to a brave 
fellow, wiio bore the scars of many a wound, " allon^, 
camarade, cris done vive la rou^^ " No, monsieur,^' 
replied the brave dragoon — " no true soldier will con- 
tend with his own father. I cannot answer ygu but 
in crying long live the Emperor.^^ The Comte 
d'Artois quitted Lyons in his carriage, accompanied 
by a single gen d'arn^e. 

At nine o'clock in the evehing^ the Emperor cross^ 
ed La Guillotiere almost alone — he was immediately 
surrounded by an immense number. At eleven, the 
next mOTxing he reviewed the whole division ctf 
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troops at Lyons, and the brave General Brayer at 
their head immediately took up the line of march to- 
wards the capital. 

The Emperor was sensibly aflfected by the many 
affectionate testimonials which he received from the 
inhabitants of this great city, duting the two days he 
remained. He could not express his feelmgs, but 
exclaimed " I^eople of Lyons I love you.'' This is 
the second time that the apclamations of this city 
have been the presage of new destinies reserved for 
France. . 

On the 13th, at three o'clock in the afternoon, the 
Emperor arrived at Villefranche, a small town of 
40tX) inhabitants, which at that time contained more 
than 60,000. He put up at the hotel of the town. 
A great number of wounded officers were presented 
to him. 

On the 13th, at seven in the evening, he entered , 
Macon, accompanied by the inhabitants of all the 
neighbouring countries. He expressed to the people 
his astonishment at the feeble effi>rts they had made 
in the last campaign to resist the enemy and support 
the honour of their stat^. They replied ^^ sire, why 
do you blame us for the crimes of a traitor." [Al- 
luding to their mayor.] 

At Toumes the Emperor passed the highest eulo* 
giums on the inhabitants for their goqd conduct and 
for their patriotism, which under the same circum- 
stances, have distinguished Toumes, Chalons and St. 
Jean de Loue. . At Chalons, which for forty days 
resisted the efforts of the enemy and defended the 
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passage of die Saone, the Emperor employed him- 
self in acknowledging every act of bravery. He was 
unable to go in person to St. Jean de Loue, but he^ 
sent the decoration of the legion of honour to the 
maycM" of the city, remarking " it was for you brave 
people that I instituted the legion of honour, and n(4 
for the pensioned emis^saries of our enemies.^' 

The Emperor received at Chalons a depatation 
from the city of Dijon, whose inhabitants had just 
expelled their prefect and their mayor, whose con- 
duct during the last campaign had dishonoured both 
Dijon and its people — the Emperor deposed the 
mayor and appointed another, and ccHifided the com* 
mand of the division on the brave General Devaux. 

Upon the route from Autun to Avallon the Empe- 
ror experienced the same affectionate notice as among 
the mountains of Dauphiny. • He re-appointed ail the 
authorities who had been deposed for, their efforts in 
defending their country against a foreign yoke. The 
Emperor breakfasted at Vermanton on the 17th, and 
arrived at Auxerre, where the prefect, Gamot, had 
remained faijhful to his duty. The gallant fourteenth 
regiment had trod under their feet the white cockade. 
. The Emperor learned also that the sixth regiment of 
lancers had mounted the tri-coloured cockade and 
had gone to Montereau to defend the bridge, which 
a detachment of the body-guards had endeavoured ta 
destroy. The young body-guards, unaccustomed to 
the weapons of the lancers, took to flight, and* two of 
them were made prisoners. At Auxerre, Major- 
General Bertrand gave orders that all the boats 
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should be brought up, to embark'the army, (now re- 
inforced by four divisions) and to carry it that even- 
ing to Fossard, so as to arrive at one the next morn- 
ing at Tontainbleau. 

Before he left Auxerre the Emperor was joined 
by the Prince of Moskwa, who had mounted die tri- 
coloured dockade* The Emperor arrived at Fon- 
tainbleau the 20th, at four o'clock. A, M. — At seven, 
he learned that the Bourtx^is had left Paris, and the 
capital was free. He departed immediately, and en- 
tered the Thuilleries at eight o'clock, P. M. at a 
moment when he was least expected. 

Thus terminates, without one obstacle 'to oppose 
it, without shedding one drop of blood, an enterprise 
which has re-established the nation in its rights, in 
its glory, and which has wiped off the foul stain which 
had been stamped by treason and the presence of a 
foreigner. Thus is verified this passage in the ad- 
dress of the Emperor to the troops : " That the 
eagle with die national cdours would fly from steeple 
to steeple, even to the turrets of Notre Dame.'' In 
eighteen days, the brave battalion of die guard has 
passed the distance between the gulf of Juan and 
Paris, a distance which on ordinary occasions would 
occupy forty-fi^e days to accomplish. 

Arrived at the gates of Paris, the Emperor was 
met by the whole of the army commanded by the 
Duke of Berry — ofiicers, soldiers, generals — the light 
infantry, the infantry of the Ime, lancers, dragoons, 
cuirassiers, artillery, ' all came to present themselves 
before their general, whom the choice of the people 
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and the vows of the army, had elevated to the impe* 
rial throne — ^the tri-coloured cockade was taken from 
their knapsacjcs and placed in the hat of every sol- 
dier. They trod in the dust the white cockade, 
which for twenty-,five years had been the rallying^ 
signal to,the enemies erf France and her people. ' 

On the 21st, at one o'clock, noon, the Emperor 
reviewed the troops which composed the army of 
Paris. The whole capital is a witness of the effu- 
sions of enthusiasm and attachment, which burst 
from these gallant soldiers. They had all re-con- 
qu6red their ♦country! They had all been emanci- 
pated from oppression! They had all found in the 
national colours the remembrance of those generous 
sentiments which have all distinguished the French 
nation. After the Emperor had passed through the 
ranks, the troops were formed into hdlow-squares by 
battalions. 

" Soldiers, (said the Emperor,) with 600 men I 
have entered France, because' I relied upon the love 
of my people, and upon the affectionate remembrance 
of my old soldiers — I have not been deceived in my 
expectations — Soldiers ! I thank you for it; Let the 
glory of what has been done be ascribed to the peo- 
ple and to you— -ilf/m^? is complete in having known 
you and appreciated your merits. 

" Soldiers ! the throne of the Bourbons was an ille- 
gitimate throne*— inasmuch as it elevated by foreign 
influence — inasmuch as it had been proscribed by 
the vow of a whole nation, expressed by all our na- 
tional assemblies — ^in sliort, because it afforded no 
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security whatever^ except indeed, to the interests of 
a small number of arrogant men, whose haughty pre- 
tensions are directly opposed to our rights. Soldiers ! 
the imperial throne can alone secure the rights of the 
people, and above all our chief interests^ — our glory. 
Soldiers! we are about to march,^ and drive from our 
territories those foreign allies — The nation will not 
only follow us with its vows, but even themselves 
ct^ey the impulse— The French people and your 
Emperor calculate upon you — We do not wish to 
interfere with the affairs of foreign nations — ^but wo 
to them that interfere with ours.'' 

This speech was received with a general acclama- 
tion. Shortly after General Cambronne and the offi- 
cers of the guards of the battalion from the island of 
Elba appeared, decorated with the eagle, the ancient 
badge of distinction. The Emperor resumed his 
address. 

" Behold the officers of the battalion who have ac- 
companied me in my misfortunes. They are all my 
friends. They are very dear to me. Every time I 
saw them diey reminded me of the, different regi- 
ments of the army; for among these 600 brave fellows 
there are men from every regiment. iThey all re- 
minded me of those great and glorious days, of which 
the recollection is so soothing; for all of them are 
covered with wounds received in those memorable 
battles. In loving them it was you soldiers whom I 
loved ! They have brought back to you these eagles. 
May they always be the rallying point.' In present- 
ing them to the guard, I give them to the whole 
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army. Treachery and some unfortunate events have 
sullied their lustre ! But, thanks to the French people 
arid to you, they shine resplendent with all thefar 
former glory. Swear that thdy shall be found wher- 
ever the interests of their country demands thenu 
That traitors and those who invade our land shall 
• never be able to look upon them/' 

" We swear it '/'—cried they with the greatest en- 
thusiasm — The troops afterwards marched oflF to the 
sound of music which played the popular air of 
" Veillons au salut de PEmpire/' 



No. n. 

Proclamation to the French people. 

Bay of Joan, Mareh 1, 1815. 

" Napoleon, by the grace of God and the constitu- 
' tion bf the empire. Emperor of the French, &c^ 
- &c. &c. 

" Frenchmen ! — The defection of the Duke of 
Castiglione delivered up Lyons, without defence, to 
bur enemies ; the army of which I confided to him 
the command, was, by the number of its battalions, 
the bravery and patriotism of the troops which com- 
posed it, fully, able to beat the Austrian corps op- 
posed to it, and to get into the rear of the left wing of 
the enemy^s army, which threatened Paris. 
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** The victories of Champ Auburt, of Montmirail, 
of Chateau Thierry, of Vauchatnp, of Mormans, of 
Mbntereau, of Craone, of Rheims, of Arcy-sur-Aube, 
and of St. Dizier; the raising of the brave peasants 
of Lorraine, of Champagne, of Alsace, of Franche 
Comte, and of Bourgoin ; and the position which I 
had taken on the rear of the enemy's army, by sepa- 
rating it from its magazines, from its parks of re- 
serve, from its convoys, and all its equipage ; had 
placed it in a desperate situation. The French were 
never on the point of being more powerful, and the 
flower of the enemy's army was lost without re- 
source : it would have found its grave in those vast 
countries which it had mercilessly ravaged, when the 
treason of the Duke of Ragusa gave up the capitsd 
and disorganized the army. The unexpected con- 
duct of Aose two genorals, who betrayed at once 
Aeir country, their prince, and their benefactor, 
changed the destiny of the war. The disastrous si- 
tuation of the enemy was such, that at the conclu- 
sion of the afiair which took place before Paris, it 
was without ammunition, on account of its separation 
from its park of reserve. 

" Under these new and important circumstances, 
my heart was rent, but my soul remained unshaken. 
I consulted only the interest of the country. I ex- 
iled myself on a rock in the middle of the sea. My 
life was, and ought to be, still useful to you. I did not 
permit the great number of citizens, yvh6 wished to 
accompany me, to partake my lot. I thought their 

Ff 
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presence useful to France ; and I took with me only 
a handful of brave men, necessary formy guard. 

" Rais^ed to the throne by your choice, all that has 
been^done without you is illegitimate. For twenty- 
five ye^rs France has had new interests, new institu- 
tions, and new glory, which could only be secured 
by a national government, and by a d)ma8ty created 
under these new circumstances. A prince who 
should reign over you, who should be seated on my 
throne by the power of those very armies which ra- 
vaged our territory, would in vain attempt to supptort 
himself with the principles of feudal law : he would 
not be able to recover the honour and the rights of 
more than a small number of individuals, enemies of , 
the people", who, for twenty^five years, have con- 
demned them in all our national assemblies. Your 
tranquillity at home, and your' consequence abroad, 
^ould be lost for ever. 

" Frenchmen ! In my exile I heard your com- 
plaints and your wishes ; you demanded that govern- 
Blent of your choice which alone was legitimate. You 
accused my long slumber ; you reproached me for 
sacrificing to my repose the great interests pf the 
country. 

** I have crossed the seas in the mid^t of dangers 
of every kind : I arrive among you to resume my 
rights, which are yours* • All that individuals have 
done, written, or said, since the capture of Pari$, I 
will be for ever ignorant of: it shall not at all influ- 
ence tite rccolfcctions which I preserve of the impcnr- 
tant services which they have perfcwrmed. There are 
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eircumstances of such a nature as to be above hu- 
man organization. 

" Frenchmen ! There is no nation, however small 
it may be, which has not had the right, and which 
may not withdraw itself from the disgrace of obeying, 
a prince Imposed on it by an enemy momentarily 
victorious. When Charles VII. re-entered Paris, 
and overthrew the ephemeral throne of Henry V. he 
acknowledged that he held his throne from the va- 
lour oi his heroes, and not from a Prince Regent of 
England. 

(Signed) NAPOLEON. 

" By ^0 Emperor, ^ , 

^ The Orafid-Marshal performing the functions of 
Major- General of the Grand Army. 

(Signed) Count Bertrand.^^ 



No. in. 

Proclamation of the Emperor to the Army. . 

« Gulph of Jaan, Mareh 1, 1815. 

^ Napoleon, by the grace of God and the constitu- 
tion of the Empire, Emptor of Ae French, &c. 
&c. &c. 

" Soldiers !-^We were not conquered : two meo 
raised from our ranks betrayed our laUrely, their 
coimtry, their prince, their bene&ct(»*« 
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^ Those whom during twenty-five years we have 
seen traversing all Europe to raise up enemies against 
us ; who have passed their lives in fighting s^nst 
us in the ranks of foreign armies, cursing our fine 
France ; shall they pretend to command and cotitrol 
our eagles, on which they haVe not dared ever to 
look ? Shall we endure that they should inherit the 
fruits of our glorious labours-^that they should clodie 
themselves with our honours and our goods — ^tfiat 
they should calumniate our glory? If their reign 
should continue, all would be lost, even the nAemcMry 
of those immortal days. With what fury do they 
pervert their very nature ! They seek to poison what 
the world admires j and if there still remam any de- 
fenders of Qur glory, it is among those vety enemies 
whom we have fought on the field of battle. 

** Soldiers ! in my exile I heard your voice : I 
have arrived through all obstacles and all perils ; 
your general, called to the throne by the choice of 
the people, and educated imder your banners, is re- 
stored to you : come and join him. 

" Tear down those colours which the nation has ' 
proscribed, and which for twenty-five years served as 
a rallying signal to all the enemies of France : mount 
the cockade tri-colour : you bore it in Ae days of our 
greiatness. 

" We must forget that we have been masters of 
nations ; but we must not suffer any to intermeddle 
In our afiairs. 

" Who shall presume to be master over us ? Who 
would have the power ? Recover those eagles which 
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you had at Uhn, at Austerlitz, at Jenna, at Eylair, at 
Friedland, at TuddUi, at Eckmuhl, at Essling, at 
Wagram, at Smolensko, at. Moscow, at Lutzen, at 
Vurken, at Montmirail, Do you think . that the 
handful of Frenchmen who are now so arrogant, will 
endure to look on them ? They shall return whence 
they came, and there if they please they shall reign as 
they pretend to have reigned during nineteen years* 
Your possessions, your rank, your glory, the posses- 
sions, the rank, the glbry of your children, have no 
greater enemies than those princes whom foreigners 
have imposed upon us ; they are the enemies of our 
glory, because the recital of so many heroic actions, 
which hav6 glorified the people of France fightmg 
against them, to withdraw themselves from their 
yoke, is their condemnation. 

" The veterans of the armies of the Sambre and 
the Meuse, of the Rhine, of Italy, of Egypt, of the 
West, of the grand army, are all humiliated : their 
honourable wounds are disgraced; their successes 
were crimes: those heroes were rebels, if, as the 
enemies of the people pretend, the legitimate sove- 
reigns were in the midst of the foreign armies. 

" Honours, rewards, aflfection, are given to those 
who have served against the country and us. 

" Soldiers ! come and rajige yourselves under the 
standards of your chief; his existence is only com- 
posed of yours ; his rights are only those of the peo- 
ple and yours ; his interest, his honour, his glory, 
are no other th^pti your interest, your honour, and 
your glory. Victory shall march at the charge-step : 
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tfie eagle, with the national colours, shall fly from 
steeple to steeple, even to the towers of Notre-Dame. 
Then you will be able to show your scars witfi 
honour; then you will be able to glory in what you 
have done ; you will be the deliverers of the coim- 
try. In your old age, surrounded and esteemed by 
your fellow-citizens, they will hear with respect 
while you recount your high deeds ; you will be aWe 
to say widi pride : — ^ And I, too, was part of that 
grand array, whidi altered twice the walls of Vienna^ 
those of Rome, erf Berlin, of Madrid^ c£ Moscow ; 
ancj which delivered Paris from the foul blot which 
treason and die presence of the enemy imprinted 
onit^ 

** Honoured be diose brave soldiers, the glory of 
the country ; and eternal ^hame to those guilty 
Frenchmen, in whatever rank fortune caused them to 
be bom, who fought for twenty-five years with the 
foreigner, to tear die bosom of the country. 

(Signed) NAPOLEON. 

*^ By the Emperon 
** The Grand' Manshal perjbrmng: the functions of 
Major ' General of the Grand Army. • 

(Signed) Bertrand.^* 
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No. IV. 

Gulf of Juan, 1 St of March, 1815. , 

The generals, officers and soldiers of the imperial' 
guard, to tlie generals, officers and soldiers of the 
army. 

Fellow Soldiers — We have preserved for you your 
Emperor, notwithstanding the numerous snares that 
haVe been laid'for him, we restore him to you, after 
traversing the ocean, where he was surrounded by a 
thousand dangers, we have arrived on the sacred soil 
of our country, and bring with us the national cockade 
and the imperial eagle; trample them, then, on the 
white cockade; it i^ the monument of your shame; 
the badge of the yoke which treason has imposed on 
you — in vain have we bled if we are to receive laws 
from those we have conquered. 

During the few months that the Bourbons have 
governed they have convinced the world that they 
have learnt nothing, and that they have forgotten 
♦nothing. -They have been, throughout, swayed by 
prejudices equally inimical to our rights, and to the 
rights of the people. Those who have borne arms 
, against their country, and against us are the heroes 
of the day-— you are the rebels, whose pardon they ex- 
tend until such time 2ls they shall have entrenched 
themselves by corps of emigrants, by the introduc- 
tion of^ foreign guards, and by supplanting your old 
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officers fac new ones. With them the passpcxt t& 
reward is to have borae anns against our country — 
to become an officer they require a birth conformable 
to their own prejudice— the sddier is always to re-» 
main a soldier — ^the people are to bear Ae burdens — 
diey to engross the honours. 

A Viomenil, who should himself have reposed on 
the clemency of the laws for pardon and amnesty, 
dares to insult the conqueror of Zurich, by naturaliz- 
ing him. — ^Frenchmen, a Brulart, a Chouan, an as- 
sassin of Ge(H*ges commands oao of your legions. 

Our legion of honour they have not yet dared to 
destroy ; but they have debased it, by i»t)stituting 
it to traitors; our political privileges — ^privileges pur- 
chased by our blood, they have totally annihilated. 

The four huncked millions of chmame extraordi- 
naire^ on which our revenues were founded, the pa- 
trimony of the army, the pledge of its successes, 
they have transferred to England. 

Soldiers of the great nation — Soldiers of Napoleon 
the great, can you remain dependent on a prince who 
has been, for twenty years, the enemy of France, and 
who boasts that he owes his throne to the Prince 
Regent of England ? . AU this has been done without 
our consent, and without the consent of the people, 
without donsultitig either of us, we declare to be 
illegal. 

Soldiers — The General soimds and we march — ^fly 
to your arms: rally round our standard; rejoin your 
Emperor and his eagles. 
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• Signed Originally fiy 

Paron Cambronne, General of Brigade, major of 
the first regiment of the foot chasseurs of the guards : 
Lieutenant Colonel the Chevalier Mallet, of the artil- 
lery, of the guards; Comuel, Raoul, captains: Lanoue, 
Demons, Lieutenants,— of the infantry of the guards : 
Loubert, Lamourette, Monprez, Combes, captains :, 
Dequeux, Thibault, Chaumet, Franconnin, Mallet, 
• lieutenants; Laborde, Emery-Moissot, Amaud, of 
the light-horse of the guards : Baron Jermanouski, 
major; Balinski, Schultz, captains; Fintoski, and 
Skoronski, lieutenants. 

(Signed) Count Drouot, 

General of Division, Aid-de'-Camp to his Majesty 
the Emperor, and Aid-Major General of the 
Guards. 



No. V. 

Address of tfie Council of State, presented the 
twenty-sixth. 

Sire— The members of your council oiF state, at 
the moment of their first re-union, deemed it a part 
of their duty soleipnly to profess the principles which 
govern their opinions and conduct. They come to 
lay before your majesty, the resolutions which th«y 
have unanimously passed; and*they pray you to ac- 
. o g ^ 
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cept the assurance of their devoted attachment, of 
their gratitude, respect, and love for your sacred person. 

COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Extract from the Journal of Resolutions, 
Sitting qfthe 25th o/Marchj 1815. 

The council of state, upon resuming its functions, 
deems it a duty to make known the principles which 
form the rule of it§ opinions and conduct. 

Sovereignty resides in the people; they are flie 
only legitimate source of powen 

In 1789^, the nation resumed its rights — rights for 
a length of time forgotten, or lost by usurpation. 

The national assembly abolished feudal, and esta- 
blished a constitutional, monarchy, and representative 
government. 

The resistance of the Bourbons to the wishes of 
the people, brought about their fall, and banish- 
ment from the French territory. 

Twice the people consecrated by their votes the 
new form of government established by their repre- 
sentatives. 

In the year VIII. Bonaparte, already crowned by 
victory, was placed at the head of the government 
by the national assent; — a constitution created tfie 
cbnsular magistracy. 

The senatus-consultum of the sixteenth Thermidor^ 
year X, pronounced Bonaparte consul for life. 

The senatus-consultum of the twenty-ei^tfi Flo- 
real, year XII, conferred upon Napoleon the impe- 
rial dignity, and rendered it hereditary in his family. 
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These three solemn acts were submitted for their 
acceptance to the people, who consecrated them by 
nearly four millicMis of votes. 

Thus during a period of twenty years, ihe Bour- 
bons had ceased to reign m France — they were there 
forgotten by their contemporaries — strangers to our 
laws, our institutions, our manners, and our glory, 
the present race caily knew them as connected with 
the rememlMxmce of a foreign war which they kindled 
against their country, and the intestine disturbances 
with which, through their means, it was agitated. 

In 1814, France was invaded by hostile armies, 
and the capital occupied. The stranger Created a 
pretended provisional government: he assembled a 
minority of the senators, and forced them, in viola- 
tion of their office, and against their wills, to destroy 
Ae existing constitutions, to overthrow the imperial 
throne, and to recall the family of the Bourbixis. 

The senate, which had been instituted expressly 
to preserve the constitutions of the empire, was itseK* 
conscious that it did. not possess the power to change 
them. It decreed that the draught of the constitu- 
tion which it had prepared, should be submitted to 
the people for acceptance, and that Louis Stanislas 
Xavier should be p-oclaimed king ci the French, as 
soon as he should have accepted the constitution 
and sworn to support it, and cause it to be suj^rted. 

The abdication of the Emperor Napoleon was but 
the result of the unfca'timate situation to which France^ 
and the Emperor, had been reduced by the events of 
the war, by treason, and by the occupaticxi of the 
capital — the only object of the abdication was to 
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avoid civil war, and the effu^oa <^ tfie bkx)d of 
Frenchmen. 

Not consecrated by the will of the people, that act 
could not destroy the solemn contract formed be- 
tween diem and the Emperor; and thou^ NapolecHi 
m^ht personally abdicate the crown, he had not 
power to sacrifice the rights of his son, entitled to 
succeed him. , 

A Bourbon was, nevertheless, nominated Lieute- 
nant-General of the kingdom, and seized upon the 
' reins of government. 

Louis Stanislas Xavier arrived in France — ^he made^ 
his entry into the capital. He took possesion <^ the 
throne, to hold it according to die order estaUished 
in the ancient feudal monarchy. 

He had not accepted the constitution decr^d by 
die senate—he had not sworn to support it — it was 
not offered to the people for their acceptance. The 
people, subjugated by the j»resence rf foreign armies^ 
could not even express freely or legally, their wiU. 

Uiider dieir protection, . after having thanked a 
foreign prince for enabling him to ascend the throne, 
Louis Stanislas Xavier, dated the first act of his au- 
thority as (rf the nineteenth year of his reign ; thus 
declaring that the acts which had emanated from the 
will of the people, were but the results of a long con- 
tinued rebellion: he granted voluntarily, and by the 
free exercise of his royal authority, a constitutional 
charter, entided an ordinance of reformation — ^the 
only sanction it received, was his causing it to be 
read in the presence, of a new body which he had 
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just created, and oi an assembly of deputies who 
were not free, and ^ho did not accep;t it~none of 
whom had power to consent to such a change of go- 
vernment, and erf" whom two-fifths had not even the 
office of representatives. 

All these acts therefore are illegal, as being done 
in the presence of foreign armies, and under foreign 
influence : > they are the productions of violence, and 
essentially void, and derogatory to tlie honour,, the 
liberty, and the rights of the people. 

The adherence of individuals, and of functionaries 
without legal authority, to this drder of things, could 
not annihilate or furnish a substitute for the consent 
of the people expressed by votes solemnly called for, 
and legally given. 

E such adhorences, and the oaths by which they 
were accompanied, had ever been deemed binding, 
even by those by whom they were taken, they still 
would have ceased so to be, as soon as the govern- ^ 
ment which received tiiem ceased to exist 

The conduct of citizens who, under that govern- 
ment, served the state, cannot b^ blamed: they even 
deserve praise who took advantage only Of their situa- 
tions to defend the national ii^terests, and to oppose 
the spirit of re-action, and counter-revolution, which 
desolated Fr^ce. ^ 

.The Bourbons themselves haye unceasing^ viola- 
ted their own, promises. They favoured the preten- 
sions of the feudal nobility; they disturbed the titles 
acquired at any period, under the sales of the national 
demesnes; they were jM'eiKiring for there-establish- 
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ment of the feudal burdens, and of tithes ; ^Aey threat- 
ened cveiy new establishment; they declared war 
against all liberal principled; they assailed all the in- 
stitutions which France had acquired at the price of 
her blood, preferring ratfier to assist in degradkig the 
nation dian to unite themselves to her glory; they 
despoiled the legion of honour of ite endowment, and 
of its pditical rights; and they were prodigal in con- 
ferring its deccM^tions, with the view to render it con- 
temptible; they deprived the brave men oi the army 
rf their pay, their rank, and their honours, to confer 
them upon emigrants, and insurgent officers; they 
desired, in. a word, to reign, and oppress the people, 
through the emigrants. 

France, deeply affected by her humiliation and 
misfortunes, widi all her wishes, called for her na- 
tional government, for the dynasty attached to her 
newly established interests and institutions. 

When the Emperor approached 4e capital, the 
Bourbons endeavoured in vain, by hastily enacted 
laws, and tardy oaths to support their constitutimial 
charter, to repair Ae outrages they had offered to the 
nation and to Ae army/ The time of illusion had 
passed away, and confidence in them was gone for 
ever. No hand wasi armed to defend them— *the na- 
tion rushed to meet their deliverer. 

The Emperor therefcM^, on re-ascending the throne 
to which the people had elevated him, did but re- 
establish the pec^le in their most sacred rights. He 
does but restore, wiA a view to their execution, the 
decrees of the representative assemblies sanctioned 
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by the nation : he returns to reign dirough the only 
principle of legitimacy that France has recognized . 
and consecrated for the last five and twenty years, 
and to which public ftinctionaries were bound by 
oaths, from which the will of the people, alone, could 
absolve them. 

The Emperor i» called upon to guarantee a new 
by the proper institutions, (and he took upon himself 
t|ie engagement so to do in his proclamations to the 
nation, and to the army,) all liberal jniriciples ; indi- 
vidual liberty, and equality of ri^ts; the liberty of, 
and the aboliticai of the office of censor of the press; 
freedom of religious worship ; the right of imposing 
taxes, and making laws, by the representatives of the 
nation legally elected; titles to national property ac- 
quired at any period ; the independence of courts of 
justice, and that the places of their sessions be sta- 
tionary; the respcwisibleness of ministers and all the 
agents of government 

More oomjdetdy to consecrate the rights and oh- 
ligations of the monarch and the people, the national 
institutions are about to be reviewed in a general as- 
sembly of representatives, afready announced by the 
Emperor. 

Until tfie meeting cf this general rep'esentative 
assembly, the Emperor is bound to exercise, and 
cause to be exercised, in conformity with the consti- 
tutions and existing laws, the powers which they 
have delegated to him, of which he could not be 
divested, and which he could not abdicate without 
the conseiit of the nation, and which the wishes and 
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general interests of the French people render it his 
duty to resume. 

Signed, Count Defermont, Count Reghault de 
Saint-Jean-d' An^ly, Count Boulay, Count Andreos- 
sy, Count Daru, Count Thibaudeau, Count Maret, 
Baron de Pommereul, Count Najac, Count JoUivet, 
Count Berlier, Count Miot, Count. Duchatel, Count 
Dumas, Count Dulauloy, Count Pelet de la Lozere, 
Count Frangais, Count de Las Cazes, Baron Costaz, 
Baron Marchant, Count Jaubert, Count Lavalette, 
Count Real, Gilbert de Voisins, Baron Quinette, 
Count Merlin, Chevalier Jaubert, Baronne Belleville, 
Baron d'Alphonse, Baron Felix, Baron Merjpt, 
Charles Maillard, Gasson, Count Delaborde, Baron 
Finot, Baron Janet, Baron de Preval, Baron Fain, 
Baron Champy, C. D. Lacuee, Baron Freville, Baron 
Pelet, Count de Bondy, Chevalier Bruyere. 

(Signed) Count Defermont.' 
Secretary General of the Council of State, 
{Signed) Baron Locre. 

His Majesttfs Reply. 
** Princes are the first citizens of state. Their 
authority is more or less extended, according to the 
interests of the nations which they govern. The 
sovereignty itself is only hereditary, because the wd- 
fare of Ae people requires it ^ Departing from this 
principle, I know no legitimacy. I have . renoimced 
the idea of the grand empire, of which, during fifteen 
years, Thad but founded the basis. Henceforth, the 
happiness and the consolidation of the French empire, 
shall occupy all my dioughts.'^ 
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* rate and generous, even towards the persons who had 
devoted him to death. . 

16. When he spoke to General Excelnaans, who 
was marching towards the column which closely fol- 
lowed Louis-Stanislas-Xavier; to Gen. Count d'Er- 
lon, who was to receive hini at Lille ; to Gen. Clausel, 
who wertt to Bordeaux, where the Duchess d^\ngou- 
lime was; to Gen. Grouchy, who marched to stop 
tilie civil troubles excited by the Duke d^AngouIfeme; 
orders were given by the Emperor^ that the persdns 
of these individuals shopld be respected and sheltered 
from every danger and violence, during their march 
out cf the French territory, and until they should 
quit it. 

17. Nations and posterity will judge on wh^t side 
a respect for the right of nations has been in this grand 
conjuncture, as well as for those due to a sovereign, 
and for the rules of war, principles of civilization, and 
maxims of laws, civil and religious. Yes ! it is for 
them to pronounce between Napole(Mi and the House 
of Bourbon. 

18. If, after having examined the pretended decla- 
ration of Congress, under this first aspect, it is dis- . 
cussed- in its relations with the diplomatic con- 
ventions, the treaty of Fontainbleau of the 11th of 
April, ratified by the French government, it will be 
found, that its violation is not to be imputed to any 
others than those who reproach Napoleon with its vi- 
olation. 

19. The treaty of Fontainbleau has been violated by 
the Allied Powers and by the House of Boyrbon^ in 
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what relates to the Emperor Napoleon and his fa- 
mily; as well as in all that touches the interests and 
the rights of the French nation. 

20. I. The Empress Maria Louisa and her soo 
were to have obtained passports and an escort, to 
proceed to the Empercw; but, far from executmg that 
solemn promise, the wife was violently separated 
from the husband, the son from the father ; and this, 
while he laboured under those painful circumstances, 
in*which the strongest mind has occasion to seek con- 
solation and support in the bosom of its family, and in 
its domestic affections. 

21. II. The safety of Napoleon, of the imperial fa- 
mily, and of their suite, was guaranteed* by all tiie 
Powers: yet bands of assassins were organised in 
France, under the eyes of the French government, 
and even by its orders, (as will soon be jM-oved, by 
the trial of De Maubreuil,) to attack the Emperor, 
his brothers, and their wives: in default of the suc- 
cess which they hoped, from this first branch of the 
plot, a seditious movement was prepared at Orgcwi, 
on the route of the' Emperor, to attempt his life, by 
means of some brigands stationed there. They sent 
to Corsica, as governor of that island, one of Georges' 
emissaries, the Sieur Broulart, elevated, expressly for 
the purpose, to the rank of Markchal de Camp^ well 
known in Brittany, Anjou, Normandy, La Vendee, 
and England, by the blood which he has shed, in or- 
der that he might prepare and render the crime sure ; 

♦ Vide Art. 14, of Treaty. 






and, in fact, since his arrival at Elba, many assassins 
have attempted to gain the guilty and atrocious sala- 
ry which was promised them by the murder of Na- 
poleon. 

22. III. The Duchies of Parma and Placentia 
were given, in full property, to Maria Louisa, for 
herself, her son, and his descendants; and, after many 
refusals to put them in possession, they have consum- 
mated the injustice by an absolute spoliation, under 
the illusory pretext of an exchange, without valua- 
tion, proportion, consent, or sovereignty ; and the do- 
cuments existing at the Foreign office, which we 
have caused to be produced to us, jM^ove that it is on 
the solicitations, and by the intrigues, of the Prince of 
Benevento^ that Maria Louisa and her son have been 
stripped. 

S3. IV. There was to be given to the adopted son 
of Napoleon, the Prince Eugene, who has rendered 
many services to France, where he was bom, and ^ 
won the affection of Italy, which adopted him, — a 
suitable establishment out of France; and he has ob- 
tained nothing. 

24. V. The Emperor had stipulated (see 9th ar- 
ticle of the Treaty) in favour of the distinguished sol- 
diers of the army, the preservation of their grants frotn 
the fund called Monte Napokone ; he had also re- 
served, on the extraordinary domains, and on. other 
funds of the Civil list, means of recompensing his ser- 
vants, of paying the soldiers who attached themselves^ 
to his destiny : all was swept away, and kept by the 
ministers of the Bourbons. An army-agent, Mr. 



■'^latr:*. 



248 OFFICUl- I^APERS. 

Bfesson, went uselessly to Vienna to claim fcr them 
the most sacred of properties, — the ^price of their 
courage and of their blood. 

25. VI. The preservation of the properties, mova- 
ble and immovable, of the family of the Emperor, is 
stipulated by the same Treaty, (vide 6th Art.); and 
it has been stripped of both species of property, vi^. 
by force of arms in France, and robbers commissioned 
to do so in Italy; by the violence of the military chiefs, 
in both countries, as well as sequestrations and seiz« 
ures solemnly ordered. 

'26. VII. The Emperor Napoleon was to receive 
six millions, and his family .two millions five hundred 
thousand francs a-year, according to the distribution 
established by art. 6. of the treaty. The French go- 
vernment constantly refused to fulfil this engagement, 
and Napoleon would have soon seen himself obliged 
to disband his faithful guard, through want of means 
for its payment, if he had not found, in the grateful 
remembrances of theT^ankers and merchants of Ge- 
noa and Italy, the honourable resource of a loan of 
twelve millions, which was offered to hinu 

27. VIII. Finally, it was not without a motive that 
they wished, by all means, to remove from Napoleon 
these companions of his glory, models of devotion 
and constancy, undoubted guarantees of his safety 
and life. The Isle of Elba was assured to him in 
full property, (3d art. of the treaty,) and the resolu- 
tion to strip him of it desired by the Bourbons, soli- 
cited by their agents, was adopted at the Congress. 
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No. VI. 
COUNCIL *OF MINISTERS. 

(sitting of SUNDAY, 2d aprix,, 1815.) 

Report of the Commission of the Presidents of the 
Council of State. 

1. In consequence of the reference which has been 
made to it, the commission, composed of the^presi- 
dents of the sections of the Council of State, has ex- 
amined the Declaration of the 16th March, the Report 
of the Minister of General Police, and the papers 
which are joined to them. 

2. Tfie Declaration is in a form so mutilated, con- 
ceived in terms so strange, expresses ideas so anti- 
social, that the commission was inclined to regard it 
as one of those suppositious productions, by which 
contemptible men seek to change public opinion. 

3. But the verification of the documents drawn up 
at Metz, and the examination of the couriers, have 
established the fact, that the above Declaration was 
sent by the members of the French Legation at 
Vienna. It should consequently be considered as 
adopted and signed by them. 

H h 
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4. It is Miv^:r tlii'. first ;.( li^u of ^ «cw ilrJi the con- 
mission fe-^ • t^\v\ y to tvi iis ^ t.: CfMncv^^ac- 
the examii. . . . .u . ^.u^.wuVi, .>hloii L:t. i ; trM-^^U: 
pie in the annals of diplomacy, and in w hich French- 
men, men invested with a public character the most 
respectable, commence by a species of act of out- 
lawry; or, to speak more plainly, by instigating the 
assassination of the Emperor Napoleon. 

5. We say, with the Minister of Police, that this 
Declaration is the work of the French plenipotentia- 
ries; because those of Austria, Russia, Prussia, and 
of England, could not have signed an act, which the 
sovereigns and the nations to whom they belong 
would be eager to disavow. 

6. Besides, these plenipotentiaries, w^ho are gene- 
rally parties to the Treaty ol Paris, know that Napo- 
leon has been recognized there as retaining the title 
of Emperor, and as sovereign of the Isle of Elba. 
They would have designated him by his titles, and 
would not have departed, either in the substance or 
in the form, from die respectful deference which they 
impose. 

7. They would have felt that, according to the 
law of nations, the prince the least strong by the ex- 
tent or the population of his states, enjoys, as to his 
character political and civil, all die rights belonging 
to every sovereign prince, equally with the most 
powerful monarch; and that Napoleon, recognized 
under the title of Emperor, was not, any more than 
themselves, subject to the jurisdiction of the Con- 
gress of Vienna. 



8. The ohlivij], of the^e prinnp! ., inpossible to 
-r^pijhi h pli'^ Hpott^nt:: ':■- w'- ♦ -"'^ -.<e rights of 
r.ai-.i.is vvjii I'.Il-^iioii, v.-^uo.ii, unu mulurity, is not 
astonishing when it is manifested by some French 
ministers, to whom their conscience reproaches more 
than one treason^ witfi whom fear has produced pas- 
sion, and whose reason is bewildered by remorse. 

9. These persons may have risked the fabrication 
and publishing of a paper^ such as the pretended De- 
claration of the 13th of March, in the hope of arrest- 
ing the march of Napoleon, and of deceiving the 
French people with regard to the sentiments of 
foreign powers. . 

10. But it is not given to them to judge of a nation 
which they have disowned^ betrayed, and delivered 
to foreign armies, ^ , 

11. This nation, brave and generous, revolts against 
all that bears the character of meanness and of op- 
pression, its affection increases when the object of 
them is menaced by a crying injustice ; and the as- 
sassination, to which the first phrases of the declara- 
tion of the 13th of March provoke, will find no arm 
to accomplish it, either amongst the twenty-five mil- 
lions of French, of whom the majority has followed, 
guarded, and protected Napoleon, from the Mediter- 
ranean to the capital; nor amongst the eighteen mil- 
lions of Italians ; the six millions of Belgians or bor- 
derers of the Rhine ; and the numerous populations 
of Germany, who, in this Solemn conjuncture, have 
not pronounced his name without a respectful recol- 
lection; nor in the bosom of the English nation, in- 
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dignant at the supposition, and whose honourable 
sentiments disavow the language which has been 
dared to be put into the mouths of the sovereigns. 

12. The people of Europe are enlightened : they 
estimated 'the rights of Napoleon, the rights of the 
allied princes, and those of the Bourbons. 

13. They know that the conventbn of Fontain- 
bleau is a treaty between sovereigns. Its violation, ^ 
the entry of Napoleon on the French territory, could 
only, like every infraction of a diplomatic act, like 
every hostile invasion, bring on an ordinary war; of 
which the result could not be as to the person, but 
to be conqueror or conquered, free or a prisoner of 
war; not as to the possesions, but to preserve them 
or lose them, to increase them or to diminish them; 
and that every thought, every measure, every flagi- 
tious attack against the life of a prince at war with 
another, is a thing unheard of in the history of the 
nations and the cabinets of Europe. 

14. By the violence and passion, by the oblivion 
of principles, which characterise the declaration of 
the 13th of March, are recognized the envoys of the 
same prince, the organs of the same councils, which 
also, by the ordinance of the 9th of March, outlawed 
Napoleon, also invoked on him the daggers of assas- 
sins, promising a salary to any person who should 
produce his head. 

15. And yet, what has Napoleon done? he has 
honoured, by affording security to, the men of all na- 
tions charged with the infamous mission to which 
they were appointed. He has shown himself mode- 
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28. If Providence, in its justice, had not provided 
otherwise, Europe would have seen an attack made 
on the person and the liberty of Napoleon, to be 
afterwards banished at the mercy of his enemies, far 
from his fkmily, and separated from his servants, 
either by-^being sent to St. Lucia, or by being sent to 
St. Helena, which they had assigned him as a prison. 

29. When the allied powers, yielding to the impru- 
dent wishes and cruel entreaties of the House of 
Bourbon, condescended to the violation of the solemn 

contract, on the faith of which Napoleon had disen- , 
gaged the French nation from its oaths; when he 
himself, and all the members of his family/ saw them- 
selves menaced, attacked in their persons, properties, 
affections, and all their rights, stipulated in their fa- 
vour as princes, in those even secured by the laws to 
the simple citizens, what could Napoleon (Jo? 

30. Should he, after having endured so many of- 
fences, supported so many injustices, consent to the 
complete violation of the engagements entered into 
with him, on resigning himself, personally, to the lot 
which they prepared for him, and abandon his wife, 
souj family, and faithful servants? 

31. Such a resolution seems above the strength of 
human will: yet Napoleon might have taken it, if the 
peace and happiness of France would have been the 
price of this new sacrifice. He would have devoted 
himself again for the French people; from whom, j^ 
he wishes to declare to all Europe, he boasts of hold- 
ing every thing; to whom he wishes to refer every. 

, ^ li 
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thing; to whom alone he wishes to ansWer for Ris 
actions, and to devote his life. 

32. It was for France alone, and to spare it the 
misfortunes of an intestine war, that he abdicated the 
crown in 1814. He restored to the French people 
the rights which he held from them; he left them 
free to choose a new monarch, and to found their 
liberty 'and happiness on institutions calculated to 
protect both. 

33. He hoped to secure to the country the preser- 
vation of all it had acquired by twenty-five years rf 
combats and of glory, tiie exercise of its sovereignty 
in the choice of a dynasty, and the stipulation of the 
conditions on which it would be called to reign. 

34. He expected from the new government respect 
for the glory of the armies, the rights of the brave^ 
the guarantee of all the new interests, of those inte- 
rests bom and maintained, for a quarter of a century, 
resulting from all tlie laws, political and civil, ^serv- 
ed and revered since that time, because they are iden- 
tified with the manners, customs, and wants of the 
nation. 

35. Far from that, every idea of the sovereignty of 
the people has been set aside. 

36. The principle on which has reposed all the 
legislation, political and civil, since the revolution, 
has been set aside equally. - 

37. France has been treated by the Bourbons as a 
revolted country, re-conquered by the arms of its an- 
cient masters, and enslaved anew to a feudal domi- 
nation. 
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38. Louis-Stanislaus-Xavier has disowned the 
treaty which alone had rendered the throne of France 
vacant, and the abdication which alone permitted him 
to mount it. 

39. He has pretended to have reigned nineteen 
years; thus insulting both the governments establish- 
ed since that time, and the people which have conse- 
crated them by its suflSrages, and the army which has 
defended them ; and even the sovereigns, who have 
recognized them in their numerous treaties. 

40. A charter, drawn up by the Senate, all imper- 
fect as it was, has been put in oblivion. 

41. They have imposed on France a law, pretended 
constitutional, as easy to elude as to revoke, and in 
the form of the simple ordinances, without consulting 
the nation; without hearing even, these corps become 
illegal phantoms of national representation. 

42. As the Bourbons have ordained without right, 
and promised without guarantee, so have they eluded 
treaties without good faith, and executed them without 
fidelity. 

43. The violation of a pretended charter has not 
been restrained, except by the timidity of the govern- 
ment, and the extent of the abuses of authority has 
not been bounded but by its feebleness. 

44. The dislocation of the army, the dkpersion of 
its officers, the exile of many, the abasement of the 
soldiers, the suppression of their grants, the privation 
of their pensions, the reduction of the compensation 
awarded to the legionaries, the stripping them of their 
honours, the pre-eminence of the decorations of the 
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feudal mofwchy^ the contemning of the citizens^ de- 
^gnated anew undar the thk of the third class, the 
stripping) prepared and already commenced, di the 
•|Hirchasers of, tfie national domains^ the acUml dimi- 
liution (rf the value of those which persons were oh- 
liged to sell) the return of feudality in its titles, privi- 
leges, and rightS) the te-establi^ment of the ultra- 
tfiontane prindples, the abolition of the Gallicmi 
church, the annihilaticm of the Concordat, the re-es- 
tablishment of the titheS) the intolerance reviving from 
an exclusive w(»'ship) the domination of a handful c^ 
nobles over a people accustomed to equality s Thb is^ 
what the Bourbons have either done^ or wished to dp^ 
for France ! 

45. It is under such circumstances that the £m- 
perw Napoleon has quitt^i the Isle of Elba: such are 
the motives of the determination whidi he has taken» 
and not the cpSftsidoration of his pa*sond interests, so 
feeble, in his estimation^ compared with tiiose of Ae 
nation to which he has consecrated his existence. 

46. He has not brought war into tive bosom x^ 
France; he ha$>, on the omtrary, extinguished tteit 
which the proprietors of the national domains, form- 
ing four-fiftfis of the proprietors in the nation, would 
have been forced to make against their spoliators ; 
that war which the citizens, opi>ressed, debased, and 
humiliated, by the nobles, would have been obliged 
to sustain against their persecutors. 

47. He HAS coHE to deliver France, and 

HE HAS BEEN RECEIVED AS ITS LIBERATOR! 
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48. He ixais arrived almost alone ; he has travelled 
SSO leagues without obstacles, or combats ; he has 
resumed the throne forsaken by the Bourbons without 
resistance, in the midst of the capital, and attended 
by the acclamations (rf* an immense majority <^ the 
citizens ; and all this while the discarded famUy have 
not been able to arm an individual, either in the army, 
&eir household, in the National Guards, or amongst 
the people, to enforce their claims. 

49. And now that he is replaced at the head of the 
nation, which had already chosen him three times, 

• which'designates him a fburdi time, by the reception 
, i{ has given him on his rapid march, and triumphal 

entry into the capital ; of that nation by which he 
wishes to reign : What does Napoleon wish? 

50. That which the French people wish : tffe in- 

. dependence of France, internal peace, amity with all 
nations, and die execution of the treaty of Paris, con- 
cluded on the 30th of May, 1814. . 

51. What remaiie, dien, to be chati^ged m the state 
of Europe, and in the hopes of that repose which was 
promised to it? What voice is raised to demand 
those succours, which, according to the Declaration, 

: were not to be given without being demanded? 

52. There is nothing changed. If the Allied Pow- 

• ers return, as it is hoped diey will, to just and mode- 
rate sentiments ; if diey recognise that the existence 
of France, in a respectable and independent state, as 

' averse from conquering as fix)m being conquered, of 
dominating is from being enslaved, is necessary to 
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the balance of the great kingdoms as to the gaurantee 
of the small states. * 

53. There is nothing changed. If, respecting.tfie 
rights of a great nation, which wishes to respect the 
rights of all others ; a people proud and generous, 
that have been lowered, bpt were never degradi^d; 
they suflPer it to recal a monarch, and give themselves 
a constitution and laws which suit their manners and 
interests, habits and wants. 

54. There is nothing changed. If the allies do not 
constrain France to return under the yoke of a d)masty 
which it can no longer wish for ; the feudal chains 
which it has broken, to submit itself to the signorial 
or ecclesiastical protestations from which it has freed 
itself; if foreigners do not impose laws, or, meddling 
in its internal affairs, assign it a form of government, 
and give it masters, dictated by the will and interests, 
passions and prejudices, of its neighbours. 

55. There is nothing changed ; if, when France 
is occupied in preparing the new social pact, which 
shall guarantee the liberty of its citizens, the triumph 
of the generous ideas which dominate in Europe, and 
which can no longer be stifled there, it is not forced 
to wiAdraw itself, to fight for independence, from the 
pacific thoughts and means of internal prosperity, to 
which the people j^nd their chief wish to consecrate 
themselves in a happy unison. 

56. There is nothing changed ; if, when the French 
nation demands no more tlian to remain in peace 
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with all Europe, an unjust coalitipn does not forcd it 
to defend, as it did in 1792, its will, rights, and in- 
dependence : finally, the sovereign of its own choice. 

(Signed) ^ 

The Minister of State, President of the Section of 
Finances, 

' Count Defermon. 

The Minister of State, President of the Section of 

the Interior, 
Count Regnaud de St, Jean d'Angely. 
The President of the Section of Legislation, 

Count Boulay. 
The President of the Section of War, 

Count Andreossy. 

Certified by the Minister Secretary of State ^ 
The Duke of Bassano. 
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No. VII. 

Ordinance of the King, contaimng Measures of 
General Safetg. 

LOUIS, by the Graoe rf God, King of France and 
Navarre, to all those to whom these pres^its shall 
come; greeting. 

The twelfth article of the ccmstitutional charter 
chai^;es us especially with makmg regulatioiis and 
ordinances necessary for the safety of the state. It 
would be essentially com{Ht)mited if we did not take 
prompt measures to repress the enterprize whidi has ^ 
just been formed upon one of the points of our king- 
dom, and to prevent the effect of plots and attempts 
to excite civU war and destroy the government 

On^these ccoisiderations, and on the repeat whidi 
has been made to us by our friend and faithful Che- 
valier, the Sieur Dambray, chancellor of France, 
commander of our orders, and by the advice of oar 
councils, we have decreed and do decree ^ fc^ws: 

Article 1. Napolecm Bonaparte is declared a traitor 
and rebel, for having appeared with arms in his hands 
in the department of Var. It is'enjdned to all go-* 
femora, conmiandants of die armed force, national 
guards, civU audKxities, and even simple citizens, to 
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arm against him, to arrest and carry him before a 
council of war, which, after having recognized his 
identity, shall apply to him the penalties pronounced 
by the law. 

2. The military men, and other public functiona- 
ries, of every rank, who may have followed the said 
Bonapane in his invasion of the French territory, will 
be punished with the same pains, and considered as^ 
guilty of the same crimes, unless that, on a delay of 
eight days from the publication of this ordinance, 
they make their submission to our govem(H^, com* 
manders of military divisions, generals, or civil ad- 
ministrations. ' 

3. , All civil administrators, chiefs, and persons em- 
ployed in the said administrations, paymasters and 
receivers of the public taxes, die private citizens 
even, who shall lend, directly or indirectly, assistance 
to Bonaparte, will be in like manner pursued and 
punished, as favourers and accomplices erf" rebellion 
and crime, tending ta change the form of the govern- 
ment, and to provoke civil war. 

4. Those who, by discourses held in public places 
or meetings, by bills posted up, cm* by printed writ- 
ings, shall have taken a share, or engaged the citizens 
to take any part m the revolt, or abstain from repuls- 
ing it, will be pimished with die same pains, cpn-^ 
formably to the 102d article of the Penal Code. * 

5. Our chancellor, ministers-secretaries of state, 
and our director-general of police, each in what con- 
cerns him, are charged with the execution of die 
jffesent Ordinance, which ^lU be inserted in the bul-^ 

Kk 



258 OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

letin of laws, addressed to all the governors of milita- 
ry divisions, generals, commandants, prefects aiid 
sub-prefects, and mayors of oar kingdcmi, with an 
order to cause it to be printed and posted up, as well 
at Paris as elsewhere, and wherever it may be judged 
necessary. 

Given at the Castle of the Thuilleries, the 6th of 
^fclrcb, 1815, and of our reign the twentieth* 

(Signed) ' LOUIS. 

By the King, 

The Chancellor of France, 

(Signed) lyAMBEAY. 



No. vra. 

JP'rom the Momteur of April 12, 1815. 

" M. Count Grouchy, 

" The ordinance of the king on the 6th of March, 
and the declaration signed at Vienna on the 13th by 
his ministers, would have authorised me in treating 
the Duke d'Angouleme as the ordinance, and this 
declaration, would have treated boA myself and 
my family. But true in the dispositions which had 
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induced me to order that the members of the Bour- 
bon family should have free egress from France, my 
intention is, that you will give orders that the Duke 
d^Angouleme be conducted to Cette, where he shall 
be embarked, and that you will watch his safety and 
protect him from any ill dreatment. 

" You will only take Care to secure the funds 
which have been carried away frpm the public chests, 
and to demand that the Duke d^Angouleme shall be 
obliged to restore the crown jewels, which are the 
property of the nation. You will at the same time 
make known to him, the terms of the laws of the na- 
tional assembly, which have been renewed, and that 
they apply to the members of the bourbon family 
who shall enter the French territory. 

" You will thank, in my name, the national guards, 
for the patriotism and zeal which they have display- 
ed, and for the attachment they have shewn to me 
under these important circumstances, 

" At the Palace of the ThuUleries, April 11, 1815. 

(Signed) "NAPOLEON/f 
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No. IX. 

Address 6f the Fidd of May. 

Sire, 

The French people had decreed you the crown; 
you had deposed it widiout their consent: their 
sufl5:iiges pow impose on you the duty k& resuming 
it A new compact is formed between die nation 
and your Ms^esty. Assembled from aU points of the 
empire around the taUes <^ the law, on which vi^ 
have just inscribed the wish of the people, that wi^ 
the sde legitimate source of power, it is impossible 
for us not to make the voice of France* re-echo, that 
of which we are die immediate organs; not to say, 
in die presence of Europe, to the august chief of 
flie nation, what it^ expects from him, what he should 
expect from it. Our words will be as solemn as the 
ciipumstances which inspire them. . 

What does the league of allied kings mean by 
that display of war, with which it affrights Europe 
and afflicts humanity ? 

By what act, or violation have we provoked their 
vengeance, or given a motive for their aggressictfi ? 

Have we, since the peace, endeavoured to give 
diem laws ? Our only wish is, to make those be 
followed which are adapted to our manners. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. ' s6 1 

We do not wishrfor the chief whom our enemies 
would impose on us; and we want him whom they 
reject . . 

They dare proscribe you personally? you, sire, 
who, so many times master of their capitals, have 
generously confirmed tfaem on their shattered thrones ! 
This hate of our enemies adds to our love for you. 
Were the least known of our citizens proscribed, we 
should defend him with the same energy: he would 
be, like you, under the asgis of the law and the 
power of France, defended from the attacks of fo- 
reigners. 

They menace us with an invasion ! And, in the 
mean time, confined us within frontiers which nature 
has not imposed; which a long time since, and even 
before your reign, victory and peace had extended: 
we have not passed that narrow circuit, tfa|(bugh 
respect for the treaties which you have not signed, 
and ^hich you have offbred to respect. 

Do they not fear to recal to us other times, and « 
state of tilings lately so different, one which mi^t 
again be re-produced f Do they cMily demand guar- 
antees ? They are to be found in all our institutions, 
in the will of the French people, henceforth united ts 
your wishes, 

* It would hot be for the first time that we had con* 
quered all Europe, armed agamst us. 

Those sacred, and imprescriptible rights, which 
the smallest populaticm has never claimed in vain at 
the tribunal of justice and of history, it is to the 
French nation that men dare to dispute them in the 



gfta OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

nineteenth century, and in the^face of the civilized 
world ! 

Because France, Mashes to be France, must it 
be degraded; or, at least, rent, dismembered! Do 
they reserve for us the lot of Poland? 

Vainly do they wish to conceal fatal designs, in 
the single view of separating you from us, tp give 
us masters, with whom we have no longer any thing 
in common, whom we understand not, and who can 
no longer understand us; who do not seem to bdong 
to the age, nor to the nation, which has not received 
theiti for a moment into its bosom, but to see its 
most generous citizens proscribed and degraded by 
them! 

Their presence has destroyed all the illusions which 
were still attached to their name. 

Tl]J|or could no longer belieye in our oaths, we 
could no longer believe in their promises. The 
tithes, feudal privileges, all that is odious to us, was 
too evidently the end and substance of their thoughts, 
when one of them, to console the impatience of the 
moment, assured his confidential friends, that he an- 
swered to them for the future. 

What each of us had regarded, during twenty-five 
years, as a title of glory, as services worthy of recom- 
pense, has been with them a title of proscription, a 
seal of reprobation. 

. Thousands of functionaries, magistrates, who had 
for five-and-twenty years followed tfie same maxims, 
and amongst whom we have just chosen our repre- 
sentatives; five hundred thousand warrbrs, our force 
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and bur glory; six millions of projMietors, invested by 
the Revolution ; a still greater number of enlightened 
dtizens, who make a profession of these arguments, 
v^^hich have becoipe political dogmas for us. All 
these worthy Frenchmen were not the Frenchmen of 
the BourbonS; they wished to reign for a handful of 
privileged persons, pimished or pardoned during the 
last twenty years. 

Opinion, that sacred property of man, they pur- 
sued, persecuted, even to the very sanctuary of litera- 
ture and of the arts. 

Sire: A throne, founded by foreign arms, and en- 
vironed by incurable errors, has' given way in an in- 
stant before you; because you brought back from 
retirement, which is fertile in great thoughts to greatv 
men only, all the traces of our glory, and all the hopes 
of our prosperity. f 

How much has not your triumphal march from 
Cannes to Paris opened the eyes of all men ? In the 
history of all populations, and of all ages, is there a 
scene more national, more heroic, more capable of in- 
spiring respect ? This triumph, which has cost no 
blood, is it not sufficient to undeceive our enemies? 
Do they wish for others more bloody ? Well, sire, 
expect from us all that a hero, the founder of our in- 
stitutions, has a right to expect from a faithful, ener- 
getic, generous nation, unshakeable in its principles^ 
invariable in the object of its efforts,-~extemal inde- 
pendence and internal liberty. 

The three branches of the legislature are about to 
act; one only sentiment will animate them. Con- 
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fidmg in the iHX)mise$ of your Majesty, we give up to 
you, to our representatives, and to the Chamber of 
Peers, the care of revising, consolidating, of perfect- 
ing in C(Micert, without precipitation or concussion, 
with maturity and wisdom, our constitutional system, 
and the institutions by which it should be guaranteed. 

Jf we are, in the mean time, forced to combat, let a 
single cry resound in every heart : " Let us march to 
the enemy, which wishes to treat us as the meanest 
of nations ! Let us throng round the throne, on which 
is seated the father, the chief of the peofde and of the 
army/' ' 

Sire: nothing is impdssiUe, nothing will be s{Mured 
to secure honour and independence, — properties m&tt 
dear than life. Every thing will be attempted, eveiy 
thing will be executed, to repel an ignominious yoke; 
we declare it to the nations : May their chiefs hear 
\is! If they accept your offers of peace, the FreiKh 
peqple will await, from your strcHig, liberal, and pa- 
ternal administrati(»i, motives to console them for thr 
sacrifices which peace has cost them. But, if diey 
leave us only the choice between war and shame, the 
whole nation rises for war; it is ready to disengage- 
you firom the offers, too moderate, per^ps, which you 
have made, to spare Europe a new ccmvulsion. £v&> 
ry Frenchman is a soldier: victory will follow your 
arms, and our enemies, who calculated on our divi* 
sions, will very socm regret that diey have provoked 
\fs. . ^ ■ ^ 
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No. X. 

Speech delivered by his Majesty at the Champ de 

MaL* 

Gentlenien, electors of colleges, of departments 
and arrondis,senients! 

Gentlemen, deputies from the artny and navy to 
the Champ de Mai! — 

Emperor, consul, soldier! I liold every thing 
from Ae peoplel In prosperity, in adversity, in the 
field <rf battle, in council, on the throne, in exile, 
France has been the rule and constant object of my 
thoughts and actions. Like the king of Athens, I 
have sacrificed myself for my people, in the hope of 
witnessing the r^alizaticm of the promise given to 
guarantee to France her national integrity, her ho- 
rrours, and her rights. 

Indignant on beholding those 'sacre4 rights, ac- 
quired by twenty-five years of victory, slighted and 
l<X3t for ever; the cry of insulted French honour, and 
the wishes of the nation, have brought me back to 
that dircme which is dear to me, because it is the 
palladium of the independence, of the honour, and 

* Moniteur, June 2d, 1815. 
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the rights of the people. Frenchmen! in my jM-a- 
gress amidst the public joy, through the different 
provinces of thie empire to my capital, I had every 
reason to reckon uponi a long peace. Nations are 
bound by the treaties concluded by their govern- 
ments, whatever they may be. My thoughts .were 
then wholly engaged with the means of founding our , 
liberty on a constitution conformable to the wishes 
and the interests of the people.^ I convoked the 
Champ de Mai. • 

I was soon apprised that the princes who have 
violated all princi^es, who have ^ocl^ed the public 
opinion, and the dearest interests of so many naticms, 
design to make war upon us. Tl^y meditate the 
increase of the kingdom of the Netherlands; they 
would give it for barriers jjl our northern frontier f«- 
tresses, and would make up the quarrels which stfll 
divide them, by sharing among- themsejves- Lorraine 
aijd Alsace. It was necess^iwy to prepare* for w^. 

However, before pferspnally exposing mysielf to die 
risks erf battles, my first care was to give without de- 
lay a constitution to the nation. The peojde has ac- 
cepted the act which I pretent^ to it. Frenchmen ! 
when we shall have repelled these unjust aggressicais, 
and Europe diall be convinced of what i& due to tfie 
rights and the independence of twenty-eight millions 
of. Frenchmen, a solemn law, enacted according to 
the forms . prescribed by the constitutional act, shall 
combine the different provisions of our constitutions 
that are now scattered. 
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Frenchmen! you are about to return into your de- 
partments. Tell the citizens that circumstances are 
arduous! — ^that with union,,energy, and perseverance, 
we shall come oflP victorious from this struggle of a 
great people against its oppressors; that future gene- 
rations wUl severely scrutinize our conduct; and that 
a nation has lost all, when it has lost its independence. 
Tell them that the foreign kipgs whom I either rais- 
ed to the throne, or who are incfebted to me for the 
preservation of their crowns ; who all, in the time of 
my prosperity, courted my alliance, and the protec- 
tion of the French people; are now aiming their 
blows at my perscm. If I had not seen that Jt is 
against the coijntry that they are really directed, I 
would place at their mercy fliis life, against which 
tfaey manifest such animosity. But tell the citizens 
also, th$it while the French shall retain for me the 
sentiments of love of which they give me so many 
proofs, ^is rage of our enemies will be impotent. , 

Frenchmen! my will is that of the pedple; my 
lights are their rights ; my honour, my glory, my hap- 
pmess, can never be distinct from the honour, the 
glory, and the happiness of France. 
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Ko. XI. 

Speech delivered by his Majesty at the Imperial 
Session of the Sth of June. 

Messieurs of die Chamber of Peers, and Messieurs 
of die Chamber of JRepresehtatives. 

For three months past, circumstances, and the 
confidence of the people; have invested me with un- 
limited power. At this moment the most anxious 
wish of my heart is accompli^ed. I ^ have com- 
menced a constitutional monarchy. Men are too 
feeble to secure die future ; legal institutions alone 
fix the destinies, of nations. Monarchy b necessary 
to France, to guarantee die liberty, the independence, 
and the rights of the people. Our constitudcm^ are 
so&tered ; one of our most important occupations will 
be to consolidate them into one body, and arrange 
diem in one simple system. This labour will re* 
commend* the present epoch to the ^titude of future 
generations. I am anxious that France should enjoy 
all possible liberty; I say possible, because anarchy 
always resolves itself into absolute government. 

A formidable coalition of kings threatens our inde- 
pendence ; dieir armies are approachmg our frontiers. 
The Mf^lpomene frigate has been attacked and ^ken 
in the Mediterranean, after a sanguinary action with 
an English vessel of seventy-four guns. Blood has 
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been shed in the time of peace. Our enemies rely 
upon our internal divisions. They excite tod foment 
civil war. Risings have taken place. Commimica- 
ticms are held with Ghent, as with Cd^lentz in 1792. 
Le^lative measures are indispensable.^ I place tin- 
reserved confidence in your patriotism, your wisdom, 
and your attachment to my person. 

TTie liberty of. the press is inherent in Ae existing 
C(Histitution. No change can be made in that respect 
without altering the whole of oifl: political system; 
but some restrictions are necessary, more especially 
^in the a6tual state of the nation. I recommend this 
important subject to your serious consideration. 
. My ministers will acquaint you with the situation 
of our afiairs. The finances would be in a satisfac- 
tory state but for the increased expenditure rendered 
requisite by existing circumstances. Nevertheless, 
all might be met,, if the receipts comprised in the 
budget could all be realized within the year; my 
minister will direct your attention to the means (^ar- 
rivkig at this result. 

It is possible that the first duty of a prince may 
soon call me at the head of the children of the nation 
to combat for the country. The army and myself 
will do our duty. Do you, peers and representatives,! 
give the nation the example of confidence, energy 
and patriotism; said, like the senate of the great peo- 
ple of antiquity, resolve to die rather than survive the 
dishonour and degradation q£ France. The sacred 
cause of the country shall trium^ ! 
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No. XII. 

Address of the Chamber ofPeers^ of the eleventh of 
Juney and the Reply of his Majesty. 

Sire — Your eagerness to submit to constitutional 
forms and regulations the absolute power which cir- 
cumstances and the confidence of the people had con- 
ferred upon you, the new guarantees aflforded to the 
rights of the nation, and the devotedness which leads 
you into the midst of the dangers about to be braved 
by tte army, fill every heart with jwDfound gratitude. 
The peers of France approach to offer to your majes- 
iy the homage of that sentimenit 

You have manifested. Sire, principles which are 
those of the nation : they ought also to be ours. Yest, 
all power springs from the people — ^is^ instituted fi:w 
the people : constitutional monarchy is necessary ta 
the French people, as the safeguard of their liberty 
$ad independence. 

Sire, whilst you shall be on the frontier, at the 
head of the sons rf their country, the Chamt^tof. 
Peers wiH zealously unite in every legislative mea- 
sure which circumstances may render necessary to 
fcx'ce the enemy to recognise the national indepea- 
dence, and to cause those ps'lncifdes, comecrated by 
the will of the people, to triumph at home. 

^rhe interests of France are inseparable fi-om yours^ 
If fortune should not attend your efforts, reverses^ 
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Sire, shall not weaken our perseverance, and will re- 
double our attachment to you. If success be equal 
to the justice, and to the hopes which we are accus- 
tomed to derive from your skill, and the' valour of ^ 
our armies, France desires no other result than peace. 
Our institutions secure to Europe the certainty that 
the French government cannot be misled by the se- 
ductions rf victory. 

His Majesty replied: 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen, deputies of the Cham- 
ber of Peers, 

The struggle in which we are engaged is awful. 
The delusion of prosperity is no.t die danger which 
threatens us to-day. Foreigners wish to compel us 
to pass under the Caudine Forks. 

The justice of our catise, the public spirit of the 
nation, and the valour of the army, are powerful to 
induce the hope of success ; but if wa encounter a 
reverse of fortune, Aen, most especially, I shall de- 
light in beholding displayed all the energy of this 
great /people : then I shall seek in tlie Chamber of 
Peers, the proofs of attachment to their country and 
to me. 

It is in disastrous times that great nations, l&e great- 
men, put forth aH their energy of character, and be- 
come objects of admiration to posterity. 

Mr. President, and gendemen, deputies of the 
chamber of peers, I thank you for the sentiments 
that you have expressed to me in the nanle of the 
chambei:. 
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No. XIII. 



AMress of the Representatives^ and Reply of his Ma- 
jesty. 

Sire — The chamber of representatives has dwelt, 
with the deepest feeling, upon the expressions which 
emanated from the thrcaie in the course of the solemn .' 
session, when your majesty, laying down the extei- ^ 
ordinary power which you exercised, announced the . 
commencement of constitutional monarchy. 

iTie great principles of this monarchy, the protec- 
tress of liberty, of equality, and the happiness of the 
people, have been recognized by your majesty, who, 
quieting all scruples, and exceeding all wishes, has . 
declared that the business of uniting and strengthen- 
ing our unsetfled constitution was one of the most, 
imjportant occupations reserved for the legislature. 

Faithful to thfeir duty, the chamber of representa- 
tives will fulfil the task devolved upon them in this 
noble work 5 and desires, in order to satisfy the pub- , 
lie will, as well as the wish of your majesty, that the, 
national deliberations, may correct, as speedily as pos- 
sible, whatever may have been made defective, or 
1^ imperfect, in the arrangement of our ccx^titu- 
#tion. 

' But at the same time, sire, the chamber of repre- - 
sentatives will not shew itself less eager to proclaito 
its view$ and principles upon the subject of the (kead- 
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for Struggle which is about to deluge Europe with 
blood. 

After a succession of disastrous events, invaded 
France, seemed to be heard for a moment upon the 
subject of the establishment of her cohstitution, for 
Ae sole purpbse of seeing herself subjected to a royal 
charter, emanating from absolute power, to an ordi- 
nance of reformation always revocable in its nature, 
and which, not having the expressed consent of the 
people, could not be deemed obligatory jipon the na- 
tion. Resuming this day the exercise of all her 
rights, rallying round the hero whom her confidence 
again invests with the government of the state, 
France is astonished and grieved to find sovereigns 
m arms, calling upon her for the reasons of a domes- 
tic change of affairs, the result 6f the national will^ 
and which does not interfere with the relations exist- 
ing between her and other governinents, nor with 
their security, 

France can admit none of die distinctions by the 
aid of which the coalesced powers endeavour to veil 
their aggression. To assail the monarch of her 
choice is tq attack the nation. She isr armed at all 
points to defend that' independence, and to reject 
every family, and every prince, which they may dare 
to wish to impose upon her. 

Not an ambitious desire mingles with the views of 
the French people : the will even of her victorious 
prince would be powerless, if exerted to move thie' 
nation beyond the limits of self defence. But, at the 
same time, to keep inviolate her territory, to maintain 
y , M m N 
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her liberty, her. honour, aqd her dignity, she is pre* 
pared to make every sacrifice. 

Why are we not permitted, sire, to hope that all 
these preparations for war, the result, perhaps, of 
irritated pride, and of, illusions dmt must become 
weaker every day, may disappear, and give place to 
peace, now necessary to every nation in Europe, 
which would restore to your n^jesty a consort, to the 
French people the heir of the throne. But blood has 
already flowed, and the signal for battles to be fought 
against the independence ind liberty of Frenchmea 
has been displayed, in the name of a people catrying 
to the highest pitch the enthusiasm of independence 
and liberty! 

Doubtless anxmg the communications which we 
are about to re^ve from your majesty, the chamb^:s 
will find Ae proof oi efibrts made to maintain the 
^ peace c^ the world If a)l those efibrts must be unr 
•availing, may the horrors of war recoil on those who 
have produced their existence. 

The chamber oi deputies waits only for Ae docu- 
ments whiqh have been announced to it, to concur 
zealoiisly in the measures required for the success of 
.90 legitimate a war. It delays the expression oi its 
vote, to be ms^e acquainted with the wants and re- 
sources of the state; and whilst your majesty, oppos^ 
ing to the most lawless aggression the valour of the 
national armies, and the powers of your genius, will 
*seek in victory but the means of procuring a lasting 
j)eace, th6 chamber of represei^tatives will endeavour 
to assist ia attaining the same obj^qt, by labouring 
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onceasmgly to complete the compact^ the conclusion 
of which must again cement the union of the people 
and Ae throne, and strengthen, in the estimation of 
Eim)pe, by the amelioration of our institutions, the 
security of our pigagements. 

His Majesty replied: 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen, Deputies of the Cham- 
ber of Representatives, 

I recognize with satisfaction my own sentiments in 
those you have just expressed. In the midst of the^e 
important matters, my thoughts are absorbed in the 
impending war, to the success of which is allied the 
independence and honour of France. 

I shall set out this night to put myself at the head 
of my armies; the movements dF the difierent corps of 
the enemy render my presence indispensable. During 
my absence, I should learn with pleasure that a com- 
mittee, appointed by each chamber, was deliberately 
upon our constitutions* 

The constitution is our rallying point; it ought to 
be our polar star in diese tempestuous n^oments. 
Every public discussion which should tend, directly 
or indirectly, to diminish the confidence we ought to 
feel in its provisions, would prove unfortunate to tfie 
state ; we should find ourselves in the midst of break,- 
er$, without compass or chart. The crisis in which 
we find ourselves is awful. Let us not imitate the 
example of the Lower Empire, which, pressed on all 
sides by the barbarians, was rendered the laughing 
stock of posterity,, by being engaged in abstract dis- 
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cussions at the moment when the battering ram was 
demolishmg the gates of the city. 

In addition to the legislative measures whidi the 
circumstances of the country call for, you will, per* 
haps, deem it Jiisefiil tb ei^plpy yo¥irselves upon tfic 
subject of organic laws, with a view to carry into 
effect the constitutioiv ; 

Mn President, and Gentlemen,. Deputies i£ tfie 
Chamber of Representatives, the sentiments express- 
ed in your address sufficiently demonstrate to me the 
attachment of the chamber to my person, and the pa- 
triotism with which it is aniniated. In every event 
my conduct shall be upright and firm. Assist me td 
save our country. Tlie first Representative of the 
people, I have laid myself under an obliration, which 
I rene\V, to employ, at a more tranquil seasorf, all :^ 
prerogatives of the crown, and the small experience I 
have acquired, to aid you in the amelioration of our 
insthutibns.' ^ ^^ - ^ 
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CHAPTER THIRD. 



Exposition of the events which took place in the South 
iff France^ from the 24th of Marchy 1815, unt 
the nth \f April of the same year. 

No. I. 

ORDERS had been given, in all the departments 
of the south, for the formation of corps of national 
guards and volunteers :— -many individuals, in the 
(^ploy of government, made use d£ their influence 
to retard or prevent the formation of those diflferent 
corps. 

All Aose persons could not be immediately det 
prived of their various offices and situations— it was 
Hjecessary to be satisfied with the good will of ^osp 
who were nqt deterred by difficuldes in the service of 
the king. All, by repeated letters, s^sured Monsd- 
gneur the Duke d'Angoulfrme of their entire deyo- 
tipn. 
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Hie Lieutenairt-generals Andxrt, mt Mont^peBer, 
Daricaud, at Perpignan, Rey, in the department ^i 
La Haute Lcure, Saint-FauV in fliat of La Loz^re, 
Ca$sagne, in that c^ La Haute Garonne; the Major- 
ga^ierals La&te, m that of Ardedie, A)rmard9 at 
Mcmtpelier, Gardsuine, in that of Levar, were those 
who renewed more repeatedly their protestations. 
The Lieutenant-generals Ambert and Ca^sagne had 
been particularly hoacmred by Ae boimttes ci his 
royal highness* 

The Sieur Descorches, prefect of La Drftme^ obey- 
ed the orders of Bonaparte, and communicated every 
circumstance to Monseigneur the Duke tfAngou- 
Ume, and assured him that he only retained his situa- 
tion, in order more effectually to serve the king. 

The cdkmeUgeneral^s regiment of infantry was tl^ 
<Mily one that could be relied upcHi. It received wr- 
4ers to march to Nismes. The fourteenth regiment 
of horse chasseurs, of whom service was expected^ 
ii^so nlarched there. '- 

Sistemn, Saint-Esprit and Clermont were desig- 
nated as the places of rendezvous for the national 
guards* 

The king had appointed Monseigneur the Duke 
tf Angoulime lieutenant-general of the kingdom in 
Ae south. Monseigneur tKe Duke of Boiui)on was 
appointed govemcrt* of the provinces of the west. His 
royal highness onlyreceired notice of his appoint- 
ment on the 24th. 

Lyonnais and Dauphiny had mounted the trico- 
loured cockade. All communication with the north 
"was cut off. 
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•A provlsioiml government was establbhed atTou- 
kmse. 

Lkutenant-general Ernouf was appointed com* 
lAandant of the first coips d'ann6e of the south. H» 
royal highness wzs to command the second in per« 
scm; and Lieutenant-general Compans was about to 
set out to take the command ki chief of the third 
e^s at Clermtat 

The first corps was to deploy from Sisteron, and 
march upon Gap and Grenoble; the sec(»id upon 
Saint Esprit, upon Montdimart, and Valence : both 
corps were to pass the Drome, and to move rapidly* 
upon Lycois. 

Lieutwant-general Count ^Conlpans was to main- 
tain his position at Auvergne, &cilitate the .movement 
upon Lycffis, and keep open the communication widi 
Monseigneur the Duke of Bourbon. 

An interme^Uftte corps, subject to the orders of 
Lieut^iant^'general Rey, and composed of the nation^ 
guards of Ardeche and of La Haute Loire, were t6 
march upon the rij^t bank of the Rhone, between 
Ae second and third corps. 

The Generals Loverdo and Gardanne were undeif 
V tl\e command of Lieutenant-general Emoi^. 

Lieutenant-generals Merle soad Monnier acted widi 
the second corps. 

Lieutenant-general Sd%nac, and Major-general 
Darial were to act under the direotton of Lieutenant*-^ 
general Compans. 

Madame was at Bordeaux. i 



Mmhal^the Pmee ofEs^ii^ i:A^rtook to an* 
swer for the eighth military divisioiu 

I^fuii^iaBs <^ waiv of evtiy kind^ werci to be iiir- 
nished to die corps' of the ri^^ frotn Touion and 
MttTseOtes, and to dial of the centre/ and to die d»rd 
corps, from Monlpelier : magazines w^ esUd^diidied. 
at Sat^-Fleur and at Saintf^prit* 

The generals commandmg the military divisions^ 
and those connnanding departments, Wer6 cfaa:q^ 
with the prom|A formatioQ of the national guards, 
and with exped^ng them to reki£3rce the army. 

The 24di, MoBsdgiMsur the duke d'Ahgoid&m^ 
received intelligence of the occupation of Paris by 
Bonaparte* His loyal highness communicated it 
hunself to General Compam, who swore fidelity, 
under eveiy ckcw^istance, ^cepting cxily that of die . 
embarkationv of liis royal h'^hnei^Sr McsMetgneur 
heard nothing aftdrwar^ of Geiia:3d Campans. - 

. The corps d^ann^e cownanded by Lietsienai^ 
general Emouf was compiosed erf* the fifty-eighth and t 
ninety -thrd regimente of the Ime, <]f the; n^^i<xid 
guards of Marseilles, three diouaand strong, and had 
si:( pieces of caonoo^ 

The $ecqpdc(Mrps ysvm eoitiposed of d^ national.^ 
guaid^of Jthe department of Oiard, of VHf^t^ioit, of 
VauclusQ^ amauatkig in number to two thousand 
men^ ^ the tenda regiment of the Ime, nine faun^^d t 
stri^^ rf the first royal foreign rejjiment, diree hun* 
dred and fifty stmng, mounted national gusffds to die 
niteberof seventy, die fburteei^ regimei^ <f horse 
chasseurs, three hundred strong: it had twelve pieces 



(jrf* cannon, d wttch ;t5ra Wete s«rv€(f 1)y the haittenal 
guards^ ' - . 

Tlie teittJi WgunMt of Ae lirte, the^fbiifte^'th 
clikasseuf% and the nldin body (rf the troops Co\ild not 
reach Saint- Esprit before the 31st^ his rcyal highness 
arrived thefe on the 38tk 

Orders were despatched td d^enaral Errtouf td ad^ 
Vance* ^ 

General Chabert,- with three or fotir hundred meti^ 
was the only force opposed to his progtessi 

The 29th, the advanced guattJ <rf the secorKl tatpsi 
commanded by the ViscoUnt d^'Escars, occupied 
Monteliraaiti The corps commnlanded by Lieute* 
tiant General Moniei* took a positfon at Douiererf 

The 30th, General Debelle, having advanced from 
Valence, attacked the advanced giiard of the second 
<x»rps| he Was repulsed, but of fifty chasseurs of the 
fourteendi ferment, who were with the advanced 
guard, forty ^liine went over to the aiemy with theii! 
officers* 

it became neeessaiy to leatre die foiirteenth fd^- 
ment of chasseurs in di6 rear* 

The 31st, intelligence was received that Gtentfral 
Rey fai the de|^rtment of la HaUte-XicMfe, Saint-Paul 
in that of la Loaere, atid Lafitte in that d Afdedhe^ 
after havii^ disbaiSKled the natioqal guai^ of thos^ 
departn^nis, had mounted the tri-tdoured cockadei- 
The first named of diese^ had also dismissed life lia' 
ti(»ial guards who were moving upcm Clermcttit« 
. It became necessary to provide for the safety e(f 



^ 
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Saint-EsjMTt : a batlalioa of Ae rc^ foreign regiment, 
two battsJions from Gard, and six pieces of cantioiY, 
were placed tiiid^r Ae orders of Lieutenatit tJeneral 
Merle: exertions wefe made to rend^the cttadri 
safe from a coup-de-main. 

It became Essential to observe flie right bank of 
^ Ae Rhone : Colonel Magnier, with one of the batta* 
lions left at the disposition of Lieutenant X^enerai 
M«rle, was ordered to foBow, upon the right bank, 
the line "of march oi the cori»> comnwinded by his 
Royal Highness on die left bank of Ae river. 

On Ae 1st of April, Ae main bocfy of his Royal 
Highness' corps, and all his disposable force, advanc- 
ed to Motttelimart. 

intdligence was received, A»t, in conseqence of 
the ordears which had been given, Lieutenant Gene» 
ral Emouf vMs at Gap, and Aat Ae Generals Gaf- 
dattne dnd Lovenlo, comms^ndingiiis advanced guard, 
had occupied the importdtnt defiles of Trav^:^de- 
Corps and la Mure. .. ^ . 

On the 2d, Ae*coi|i(s cotnn^ttided hf his JRoyel 
Highness moved upon Valence. i ^ 

\^^ A^ttalion, undiepr the command of Mdjor d'Haot- 
pmil, secured the right, by marching upon €nsst ^f: 
« Thtf enemy, being pumiied, retreatedb amiss: Ae 
Dn>me; and, having possession of Ae bridge, toc^a 
iftfeitKin on Ae heights along the ri^t bank* of thaft 
riven ■ '- -'^ ^- *- ■• '■ -■ ■'' ^- ■ ' -■ '- 

A new engagement took place; but ?whast, a bat- 
talion of As tiatibrial guar<^ t^^erefordSfag Ae DnSme, 
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below the bridge, a coin{)any of voltigeurs of the 
tenth regiment, and some national guards, $L^>ported 
by two companies of grenadiers, rushed upon the 
bridge and carried it, and a fitot of cannon intended 
for its defence. 

The vilhige and Ae height of Liverofi did not hold 
wA long. Another piece of cannon was taken by 
twenty-five, chasseurs, of the fourteenth regiment, 
who formed Ae escort of his Royal Highness. Colo* 
nel Nod, commanding the enemy's, corps. Major 
Chataigner, almost all the officers, and three hundred 
men, were made prisoners, and the rest of the C(tfps 
dispersed. 

The gazettes of Bonaparte have stated that the 
company of voltigeura, of ti^e tenth regiment, rushed 
upon the bridge, crying, "vive PEmpereur;'' that 
then, a pas^s^ being opened to them, tf)ey took pos- 
session (rf the bridge without firkig a shot Just the 
contrary was the fect-*^the tarQop3 posted on the right 
bank of the Drome cried " Vive le Roij'^ the volti- 
geurs, having advatKed, were surrounded. In vain 
they endeavoured to force them to cry " Vive I'Em- 
pereur :'^ ihey were attacked; rmxk^ were wounded; 
two companies of grenadiers, detached to their supr 
port, rescued tfaemj all the prisoners cried *^ Vivie le 
Roi.'^ The enemy^s force, before the action, coci- 
sbted of twelve or fifteen hundred men, and the po- 
sition they occupied was as difficult to attack as it was 
•easy to defend* 

At Crest ftfajord'Haul^oiil had also fallen in wiA 
the enemy. During the night the bridge was aban- 
doned. • 



^4 oPwerAii i»AP0nu 

The coJi|i& cotmnandad bf bis m}^ 
at 4fie viHage of paillasse, one league distant from 
Valeitce, i • . 

The 3d of Apfil his^ tfoyni liigfaness entered Va^ 
lence; the Romanes bridge, and all the 1^ bank of 
flie Isire, \9tm taken potssession of, tiotwidnlanding 
all the eifibrts of the troops who were stationed there. 

The fourteenth regiment of qfaasseurs areoeived 
orders to tejoin the apmy*^ 

On Hkt 4th Cdonel Mj^goMT tooli; posaea^n oC 
Saint Prai, on the right baid( of the IUione« 

Intelligence was received that General Gardanoe, 
vfho commanded the advanced guard of tfie first 
corps, had gone wtr to the enemy, with the. Mty- 
eighth mgim^, which was subject to Ms orders; 
and that, in coiiseqtienGe of that circpmstancc. Ge- 
neral lioverdo faid Wlw back upon (jr^ncfal Etoiouf, 
^ho was retreatii^ iqjQn Sistmron, 

Offensive op^utkms now became tiKi|iGss^!e^ it 
would have been difl^cultlo lAve maintakipd llierpo- 
ciition at Valencie, even tf inteUigence had been re^ 
ceived <iiat Generri Emouf, sure o$ therfiddity of the 
iHt^ety-diird Tegiment, andtif A« Wrttional guards? tetd 
lesumed the oiensiva . ' 'C - 

The fifth, intelligence wm r«oaivea-thafc4iii«JUte- 
t^nt-Gehei^.Antbert had\i!idiKH^d jMott^^c^r, and 
•all his division; to iraco^ize the govermnent'tf^ 
^napartet^ In. y^m LieutenantHGea^^ Biidier' and 
Major-General -PeHs^eTf at Nismes, q^ipesed Uspro^ 
fceedingt oi^iyowewflby tfcetroops^'thi^weiet^ 
selves arrested* 



oppieiAi. nArvmn. ^g 

GeaeralCirpuchy ha^ mwched from Lyotis with 
two thousand five hundred Hoops, c^ the Ikie, and 
was advancing bj'^ forced marches upon Vaknce :^ 
other troops werfe on liwar route fo sufiport himt 

Gei^cnil Ernouf could not operate beyond Grenb- 
bJc, and fh« nature of the country did not permit him 
to open u irery c&vectisommu^c^tion wilh that pli^e, 

Dwing ^ morning ttf the 6th^ a letter from Ge^ 
neral Merle informed his rc^ highness that fosTces 
of the enemy had inarched from Monl^lidr to attack 
Saint-Esprit, which place Genersd Merie^id uotilfeel 
a dispositkm to def^i 

TTie enemy made a pretty vigorous demonstmtion 
to foeccLa' passage across iJie istre, widiout success. 

Means ^ cornipdisDy prepared at a Astancc^ werfe 
emfdoyed at Valence, to seduce and terrify the myal 
^broops, »id^desartions werefoe^^ 

Orders were ^tqq for retreat cm Ae 7di- His 
royal highness moved his head iquait^s to Mtonteli- 
malrt ; amd Cotoiel Magraer, acting on the rights made 
n correspcMidmg movement. 

The saftne d^y the colonel W the fourteenth regir 
meirt of cha^^mra gan^e notiee ibat He w^as no longer 
iWe to answ^ for his regiment It beetle necessary 
to order it back to LivTOft^ 
. On Ibe. 8thv in theTOonAig, A^ ookmel <rf the 
tenth regiment cS tl»lme staged ti^43M majdrpart 
of his ^bldiars had :teftised.any tengfer to 4^*^all 
thetofl&oacs were ki utter despMr^^^itey obtoihfed a 
^mise #6m h& iiojrid higlmes^ ^ permit tikeni to 
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escort hitn to Marseilles: some soldiery, however^ 

swcMre Aey would not serve Bonapartb. 

* The artillery also reftlsed longer to serve flie kiigs. 

The royal foreign regiment, and seven or eight 
hundred men of the national guards, of course, alone 
remained faithful to his royal 'highness, when*he re* 
ccived intelligence that Toulon and Avignon had 
hoisted the standard of revolt- 
It was also known that Monseigneur A^ Duke of 
Bourbon had quitted France, and ^at Madame had 
embarked at Pouillac. 

Lieutenant-general Merie had abandoned Saint* 
Esprit 

The regiment of Berry, light iftfantry,- had m6v^ 
towards the route from Avignon to Saiht-Esprlt,^ iri 
order to oppose the passage of his royal highness. * 

The {Strength of Ae royal ftweign regiment was 
ti6w mtich reduced; the< detachment, howeief, mov- 
ed towards Pallud. ■ * 

Lieutenant-general d^Atidtan!^ chief of the ^tefl^" 
set off to Saint Esprit, wiA powers to negocitrtfe a 
safe passage to Marseilles forhk royal higimeds. 

The arrangf menfr %vas made with Cdoni^l Saist 
Laurens, ihat his royal highness, escorted by'thd tendi 
reghnent of the line, should proceed to Marseilles, in 
ordet there to embark. Lieutenant-general d'AuK 
tanne was detained as a hostage. 

One liour afterwards, «; letter was received ffoai 
General Gillyv by which his loyai highness leami^ 
that the convention just coiKduded wcMild not be <db^ 



served. The niajor-general^ actbjg chief of Ae stefii 
was despatched to conclude apothen ^, . 
. It,'\ira$ Aen further jagreed by General Gilly and 
the Baron de Damas, th^t no troops, except those 
belonging to the -escort, $hQuld,approach th/e XQ^ of 
his royal h^hness. 

: In ccmsequence of the above mentioaedcoavra* 
tion, a courier was despatched to General Grouchy tp 
desire him to halt. Orders were also sent tq stop the 
effusion of blood wherever lroq)S still m^untainc^ 
tfieir positions. 

On the 9tfi die national guards were disbanded. 
The artillery joined the corps of Lieutenant-general 
Gilly, at Saint Esprit, and tl^ royal fwei©^ regiment, 
and the tenth regiment of die line, alone remamed as 
flie Escort of his royal highness* 

Monseigneur the Duke^' Angoul^me, after halving 
thus complied with the cc«iditions agreed Mfm^ ^ 
into a carriage, on the 9th, at nine o^clocfc in the; 
-evenjngi, m order totprocted to Cette; f 

, . His royal highness was, astonished to find that, not- 
withstMdbgthe convt^fen madQ between GOT§y?4 
^ilfy and the B^ron de Damas, outposts were sta- 
tioned on Ae w>ute between Pallud and Sajnt-Esprit 

General QrouQhyv upon.hfe arrival at Sairt;-E^it> 
tfpnstftitlied to the Baron cfe Damas^ the following un- 
signed note, .-, _: . . .. 7 r - 

^^Monsei^eur thcDuic a?AngouIJ^fn€^ having 
Mk^ulated wijh GcnemlGitty^ Ae general: iaticfei^^ 
whal[^sci<i$tawivca at Sabt? Esprit 
to that capitulation, is forced by his instructions not 
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to approve Ae same imtB he receives the cxtlers <rf 
his majesty; until wheh his royal highness is request^ 
cd to remain at Saint- Espnt^ of to proceed, by easy 
stages, to Cettie.^ 

His n^ highness was imme^tely Cotiducted to 
the house appropriated for him: a strong guard was 
pbced over him, and it was only by pledging his 
word erf honour not to,escapej that he obtained the 
favour (rf having no officers of the gendarniene m his 
ehamt>er« 

On die 11th it was understood that Colonel Mag- 
trier dther had not received notice of, or had not ac- 
ceded to, die convention* The Baron de ITamas 
despatdied ordefs to him to observe die engagements 
entered kito* 

On die evening of die 12di, Lieutenant-general 
Corl^eau, aid<le-camp of Bonaparte, sent (or the 
Bfiffon de Damas. 

General Corbineau stated to him that he had or- 
ders to permit his royal highiess to depart, upon his 
engaging to cause the viduaUe e&cts belonging to 
the crown to be restored. 

His royal highness not having it in his power to 
^gage to oblam restitution of those effects, die arti- 
cles, hereiuito annexed were added« 

In consequetice of the addition of those articles, it 
Was determined that his royal highness should leave 
Saint-Esprit on the l5th. 

Some faidiful subjects had proposed to Monsei-> 
gneur the Duke d^Angouliqie to move to the moun- 
tains,' and endeavour to reach Piedmont But ttmi^ 
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either his royal h^^bdies& must have set out alofie» or 
accompasied by a few individmls upon whom he 
could rely^ by adoptmg the first <rf these methodsi 
his royal highness would have abandoned to the 
mercy <rf the enemy, with(»it omvention or security '^ 
of any kind, the troops who had fought under 1^ 
command; and, if he adopted the second, he could 
not be certain of completing a march c^ eighty-four 
l^gues, across a difficult country, of which almost 
all the jM*incipal points were occupied by the enemy; 

Certified to be correct 
The Lieutenant-general^ acting Chief of the Staffs 

(Signed) The Baron de Damas. ^ 



Relation of the Events that took place fit Bordeaux y 

towards the endof Marchy 1815. "* 

<i 

It is tiot an account of iH'iUiant fetes, or of. happy 
days, that I am about to relate to you* In the midst 
of the transports of joy that the presence of Madame 
excited at Bordeaux, in the midst of the rejoicings 
that succeeded the 12th of March, an anniversary so 
desyr and so glorious to the inhabitants of Bordeaux, 
a cry of alarm was heard, and gaiety ^t once disap- 
peared. It is, however, the unbounded devotion, die 
unexamined zeal,^ of those same inhabitants of Bor- 

o 
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deaux, as soon as this alarm was heard, that I love to 
repeat to you. Bordeaux will always be Bco'deaux: 
such was their motto, at the approach of new din- 
gers-rand they were faithful to it. Animated with 
redoubled ardour by the presence of Madame, all 
were eager to enrol themselyes for the defence of 
their country. Every one oiFered his fortune, his 
children, his blood, his life, and all came to Madame 
to tenew their oaths to die for the king. The troops 
of the line — ^but at that moment they were unse- 
du6ed — again tendered the oath of fidelity, and seem- 
ed to share in the feeling that animated Bordeaux in 
the cause of the king. Nevertheless the storm in- 
creased towards the north^ and spread ^th incon- 
ceivable rapidity from town to town. Intelligence 
was at length received that the tricoloured flag was 
flying at Angoulfeme, and that General Claiisel was 
about to move to take possession of Bordeaux. This 
alarming news, far from lessening the courage of the 
inhabitants, did but animaite them the more. They 
were determined to encounter every thing — they 
feared nothing. The presense of Madame electrified 
all hearts : in her presence they were ready to brave 
all danger — ^they were sure of victory, if her royal 
highness would remain in the city : they besought 
her not to forsake them. The desire to see her was 
universal. She made her appearance that day, as was 
customary, about two o'clock, to takp the air in an 
open barouche, and her firm and calm demeanour in- 
spired a confident security. They crowded about 
her, as they were in the habit of doing every day, at 
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the same hour, when she came out of the palace, to 
ride in the envirdns of Bourdeaux — the labourers, the 
shop-keepers quitted their work, as if it was the first 
time they had seen her. With the same eagerness, 
that day) they ran to see her once more, to bless her 
again, and to pour forth a thousand wishes for her 
preservation- In all the villages, where she appeared, 
the same anxiety was observed : troops of young girls 
came to offer her bouquets, and,^ on her return, she 
found, as usual, the road strewed with flowers. The 
more dangers increased, the more their attachment 
for her augmented. Alive to so many marks of love, 
Madame was fully determined not to leave Bordeaux, 
and to make every exertion to defend to the last ex- 
tremity, and preserve for the king, that faithful city. 
Their ze^ and activity in the organisation of different 
corps, selected from the national guard, of troops were 
redoubled : they Were equipped in haste ; and upon 
the receipt of intelligence that General Clausel was 
advancing still nearer, one of those corps was sent t6 
defend the passage of the Dordogae at Saint- Andr6- 
de-Cubzac. An engagement took place, and I shall 
never forget the cry of joy, heard even in the palace, 
with which the words, "at last they are fighting,^^ 
were repeated. Our litde troop had the advantage, 
and some of General ClauseFs men were killed by 
our artillery. Night suspended the engagement, 
which was to have repommenced next morning at 
day-break, when an accident,, unfortunately but too 
much to have been apprehended for a Jong time past, 
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took place, and was the principal cause of the loss 6f 
. Bordeaux. 

The garrison of Blaye, a fortress so important to 
the safety of the city, had just revolted, the tricolour- 
cd flag was hoisted, and the troops <rf die line advanc- 
ed frorh the fort to join General Clausel, and render- 
ed his forces very superior to those which could be 
opposed to him.' He met with no further opposition 
on his march, and ol\ Saturday the first of April, he 
appeared wiA his forces, on the right bank of the 
Garonne, opposite to Bordeaux. Taking a positicHi 
at a country house, there was nothing between Ae 
city and his troops but Ae river. From thence he 
proposed a capitulation. As Madame, according to 
him, was the cause of all hostile measures, he pro- 
mised, if the town would surrender immediately, tfiat 
the inhabitants ^lould not be molested. No one 
should have any tiling to fear for his safety. Evay 
body would be left in the most perfect tranquillity ; 
Mri Lynch, alotie, was excepted from these pacific 
conditi(ms. A cry of general indignation was heard 
throughout the city, and the;|^ unanimously triod out: 
" To arms ! To arms ! Let us fight to save B(m> 
deaux.^^ The tumult augmented every moment. Ma- 
dame was anxious to attempt every thiftg to maintain 
so intreirid a disposition. 

3ut to insure the success of any enterprise against 
General Clausel, the concurrence of the troops erf the 
line, in garrison in the city, was necessary; the force 
of national guMtIs not being suflfcient Not^vithstand- 
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ing the oath of fidelity which those troops had renew- 
ed, as I have before stated ; and notwithstanding the 
magnificent entertainment at which, a few days be- 
f(X*e, these regiments and the natiobal gua^ had fra- 
ternised, and drank the king's health together, the 
same spirit no longer remained ; they were totally 
changed — ^perfidK)us agents of Bonaparte had excited 
Aera to revolt, and, according to the reports of the 
general officers, the insurrection was at its height in 
the barracks. The military authorities gave an alarm- 
ing acccoint of the disposition of the troops even as 
regarded Madame. The officers commanding bat- 
talions declared they could iK>t answer for her royal, 
highness' safety, the expressions of the soldiers had 
become so shocking. They had every thing to fear 
for her life, they added,* if she did not quickly leave 
Bordeaux. A very different opinion was prevalent 
among the officers of the guards who remained faith- 
ful. They were persuaded that nothing could resist 
the presence of Madame; and they did not doubt 
but that, if she presented herself before the troops of 
the line, they would be brought back to their duty to 
the king ; and that by joining their fcM^ces to the na-, 
tional guard, they might save Bordeaux from a dis- 
graceful submission, upon which they could not even 
think without horror — ^so i;nuch was the idea of seeing 
the tricoloured flag flying abhorred. 

In the midst of this difference of opinion, Madame 
did not hesitate to take a decisive step. ** I will visit 
the barracks, said she, and judge myself of ^he dis- 
position of the troops,^' And actually, at two o'clock, 
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she got into an open carriage, and a numerous escort 
of general officers accompanied her on horseback. I 
assure you that this warlike march had in it some- 
thing very imposing. They arrived at the Saint 
Raphael barracks — a profound silence reigned at 
the entrance of Madame. She got out of the car- 
riage, and passing twice through the ranks, with that 
dignity which you know she possesses, she placed 
herself opposite to the centre, announcing her inten- 
tion to speak to the officers. She then, in a very 
elevated tone of voice, addressed them as follows : 

" Gentlemen, you are not ignorant of the events 
that have taken place. A stranger comes to seize 
upon the throne of your legitimate king. Bordeaux 
is threatened by a handful of rebels — the national 
guards are determined to defend the town. This is 
tfie time to shew your fidelity to your oaths. I come 
here to remind you of them, and to judge myself of 
the sentiments of each one for his legitimate sovereign. 
I wish every one to speak with freedom — I demand 
it — Are you disposed to assist the national guard in 
its effi^rts to defend Bordeaux against those who are 
about to attack it ^ Reply frankly.'^ . The only an- 
swer was a dead silence. " You do not then longer 
remember the 'oaths you renewed but a few days 
since to me. If there yet remain among you any who 
do remember them, arid who remain faitWul to die 
cause of the king, let them step out of the ranks, and 
express it loudly.'^ Some swords were drawn. " Your 
number is very small,^' continued Madame, " but no 
mattet, we know, at least, those upon whom, we can 
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rely.^^ Protestations of attachment to her person were 
addressed to her by some of the soldiers. " We will 
not suffer any one to harm you ; we will defend you,'^ 
cried several voices. " The question is not about 
me/' replied Madame, with vehemence, " will you 
serve the king.'' " Every thing that our officers com- 
mand us to do for the good of our country, we will 
obey; but we do no want civil war, and we will 
never fight against our brethren." In vain Madame 
recalled to them what duty and honour exacted of 
them ; they w^ere deaf to her voice. Before she left 
them she begged them to promise, at least, to main- 
lain order in th^ city, if it should be taken, and to see 
that no harm was done to the national guard, in case 
any evil disposition towards it existed. They pro- 
mised. Madame retired, with her heart torn by the 
scene of which she had been a witness. But this was 
nothing to what followed: the visit to the next barrack 
was even yet more painful. The spirit of revolt was 
a thousand times more visible, and it was yet more un- 
successfully that Madame endeavoured to bring them 
back to the path of honour. Notwithstanding the little 
success her royal highness could expect from a third 
trial among such troops, she would neglect nothing, 
and it was at Chateau Trompette that the last efforts 
of her heroic courage were carried to the highest 
pitch. What a receptbn did they there prepare for 
the august daughter of so many kings ! Never shall 
I forget it ; — ^so much pain did it give me ! After 
having passed the dark vaulted entrance of this strong 
castle, figure to yourself the scene that presented itself 
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to us wheti we advanced to the interior of Ac barracks, 
transformed at this moment into a real den of ban- 
ditti. We found Acre the mutinous soldiery, under 
arms, with ferocity in their air, with dark counte- 
nances, and trembling with k^, as if about to seize 
upon their prey. With a spirit and energy not to be 
.surpassed, Madame addressed Aem m terms best cal- 
culated to move the most hardened hearts. At any- 
other time they wouW have been affected by it; but to 
what excess of impropriety must they have been ex- 
cited, when their rage seemed to be redoubled at 
hearing a language so noble and affecting? The 
emotion of Madame continued to augment andherek>- 
quence increased — tears bathed her visage. " What,^' 
said she, " is tfiis tfie re^ment of AngoulAme A»t I 
am addressing? Have yoii so soon forgotten Ae 
favours heaped upon you by Ae Duke of Angou^me? 
Do you not Aen look upon him any longer as your 
commsmder — himtVhom you called your prince? And 
me too— to whom' you renewed your oatths erf fidelity 
— ^me, whom you called your prmcess— do you re- 
c(^ise me no longer ? Oh God,'' added she, wiA 
a tone of Ae most poignant grief, ^^ afte^ twenty years 
(rf misery, it is cruel to be again driven to bani^unent. 
I never ceased to pray for the happiness of my coun- 
try, for I am a iFr^nchwoman-— and you — ^you are not 
Frenchmen. Go-nretire.'' Will it be believed that, 
at Ais moment, a being could be found so vile, as to 
dare to say wiA a tone of irony — " I make no reply, 
because I respect mirfortune.'' My blood yet bdls 
at Ae remembrance of so much insolence — ^never did 
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I experience such a sentiment of indignatic«. Madame^ 
gave the signal for our depilrture. . A rolling of the 
drum was heard, and we moved away under the bat- 
tery of this sad fortress, with hearts more^sorrowful 
than when we entered. 

To moderate the bitterness of this dreadful chalice, 
it seemed as if Madame had reserved to the last, the 
review of the faithful national guard which was in 
order of battle, on the superb Quay which lines the 
borders of the Garonne. A very ^ different scene 
awaited her there. When she appeared there was a 
general cry of " vive le.roi ! vive Madame !'' At the 
sight of the profound grief that was depicted in her 
Countenance, they redoubled their expressions of at- 
tachment to her, and expressed them with transport. 
She met with great difficulty in making herself heard 
in the midst of those cries — at last she obtained si- 
lence, and standing up in the carriage, in order td be 
more distinctly heard by the crowd that surrounded, 
she addressed to that faithful guard every thing that 
her heart suggested to her noble and touching, in or- 
der to express to them how much she was affected 
by their zeal and devotion to the king. 

" I come,'' said she, "to ask of you a last favour — 
promise to obey me in all that I shall command.'' 
" We swear it." " Well then," continued Madame, 
" from what I have just witnessed, we cannot rely 
upon the assistance of the garrison ; and it is useless 
to endeavour to defend yourselves. You have done 
enough for honour. Preserve for the kihg his faithful 
subjects until a prosperous time. I take every thing upon 
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myself— I order you not to fight." " No, no, release 
us from our oaths — we wish to die for the king, we 
wish to die for you." They pressed round the car- 
riage ; they seized, and kissed, the hands of Madame; 
and asked as a last favour that the brave inhabitants 
of Bordeaux might be permitted to shed their blood. 
The enthusiasm mounted almost to delirium — the 
whole city partook of it, and joined their cries of vive 
le roi^ to those of the national guard. No situation 
could have been naore singular than that of Madame 
at this moment She was directly opposite to the 
position of General Clausel, who, from the other side 
of the river, was a witness to all the homage paid tm 
her royal highness. He could not avoid perceiving 
every proof of love bestowed upon Madame ; for the 
sound vi^s heard by him very distinctly; he was much 
alarmed, and had cannon pointed towards that quar- 
ter. White flags were displayed at every window, 
and formed an agreeable perspective for this traitw. 
The city never before exhibited such a spectacle — 
it could not have been, on a day of the most s^aidid 
entry, more distinguished for proofs of loyalty. The 
population appeared to be doubled; and when Madame 
returned to the palace she was accompanied by all 
that loyal population, who blessed her with tears in 
their eyes^ and. partook from the bottom of their 
hearts, of her grief and regret 

Hardly had we returned, when a fire of musketry 
took place in the city; we saw some wounded carri- 
ed by; and some persons were killed. Every ipo- 
ment they came to Madame with dreadful news;. and 
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reported that this was but the prelude to massacre. 
The mutinous regiments had sallied from their bar- 
racks': a portion of them were drawn up near the the- 
atre, and expressed such a horrid determination, that 
the generals, and many officers, came to intreat Ma- 
dame to think of her safety. Nothing could induce 
her to abandon that unfortunate city: she could not 
bear to think of the dreadful fate which was, perhaps, 
reserved for them after her departure. She was over- 
whelmed with grief when they came to announce to 
her.that if she prolonged her stay, so far from being 
of use to Bordeaux, that Gen. Clausel would treat the 
city much worse on her account. Then, (what they 
could not obtain from her by mentioning the danger 
she wafe exposed to, and fte risk of her personal ssdFe- 
ty,) the moment the safety of the city and inhabitants 
became the question, she yielded. At eight o'clock 
in the evening she bade farewel to all those who, un- 
able to follow her, remained not, on that account, the 
kss attached to her at Bordeaux. She got into her 
carriage and departed, escorted by that same faithful 
guard, who .were now mounted, and attended to 
watch over her life, and secure her retreat. A sad 
and profound silence reigned in the city ; every one 
retired to his own home, and the windows of the 
houses were completely closed. Such were die pre- 
parations made for the reception to be given to Gen. 
Clausel. In fact, we afterwards knew that he asked, 
on entering the city, whether there were no longer in- 
habitants in Bordeaux ? But as Madame passed 
dong, notwithsHuiding the cbsed doors and windows, 
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from the interic^ of the houses we couW hear, as if 
repeated from an echo, the cry of " Vive M^me! 
" Vive Madame I'' , 

The' sky became doudy at our departure from the 
city, and rain began to fall : the n^ht turned out one 
of the very darkest, and our little escort had great dif- 
ficulty in recognising each other. Under these cir- 
cumstances we proceeded, upon a sandy road which 
leads to Pouillac. We travelled briskly aU night, 
and it was eight o'clock in the m<»ming of Sunday the 
second of April, before we could reach that place. 
On getting out of her carriage, the first desire of Ma- 
dame was to hear mass. The assistance of heaven 
was more than ever necessary to her. She had so 
many sacrifices to.niak^ in leaving France! So much 
anxiety upon the subject of those who were most dear 
to her, whom she left behind! So many agonising re- 
* membrances, and so many trials still to go through ! 
All were laid before the throne of God, and provi- 
dence showered blessings in answer to fervent prayers. 

Ever}' thing being ready for our embarkation, wc 
got into the English captain's long-boat, and, through 
a beating rain, were put on board the Wanderer, a 
sloop of war, which was to convey Madame to Spain, 
where she was desirous to go. 

No one can describe the despair of the loyal guard, 
who had escorted her Royal Highness from Bordeaux, 
when obliged to leave her.* 

With little boats they had followed the long*boat^ 
and rowed about the Wanderer, begging, wWi ear- 
nestness, once again to see Madao^; She cam.0 up- 
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on deck, and immediately a cry of grief was heard. 
Every one, to soften his regret, wished, at least, to 
obtain some article which had belcmged to her; some 
of her ribands were distributed; but as they were not 
sufficient, she took off the white plumes which were 
in her hat, and distributed them. With what a trans- 
port of gratitude did they receive that gift! And 
what a consoling hope did they carry away with 
them, when they reflected, that that plume might one 
day rally them all in the field of honpur. 
We hoisted sail, and began to leave France. 



No. III. 

Report of Lieutenant General Count de Laborde to 
his Excellency the Marshal Prince of Eckmuth^ 
Minister of War. 

Toaloase, fourth of April, 1815. 

Sir, 

I received the Emperor^s orders, and yours, by 
Gen. Chartray, on the first of April, instant. Aware 
of the surprising events, which succeeded each other 
with such rapidity, since the first of March, I should 
not have waited for orders to have given the Empe- 
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rpr a fresh proof of my sentiments ; but I had with 
me but a very small number of oiEcers and soldiers. 
The sixty-ninth regiment of the line, and the greatest 
portion of the third regiment of artillery, and of the 
fifteenth regiment of chasseurs, had been marched to 
points beyond the fimits of my command. I was in 
a city, containing a population of fifty thousand soiils, 
, where the presence of the Baron de Vitrolles, the i»^- 
tended commissioner of the king, restrained the zeal 
of the well-meaning citizens, who form a great majo- 
rity. My forces were reduced to almost nothing — 
the Baron de Vitrolles added to his by levies which, 
though not numerous* and but poorly organised, still 
procured him some companies. 

While affairs were thus circumstanced, the Count 
de Damas-Crux arrived at Toulouse ; he was soon 
followed by the Marshal Perigiton, whom the Duke 
d'Angoulime had appointed to the command of the 
tenth division. This nomination appeared to me a 
sir^ular one — bu^ whilst Marshal Perignon received 
my communications very coldly, I was convinced 
that this coldness, which did not escape the notice, 
increased the confidence, of the Royalist party^ I 
concluded that further delay was imprbper. 

Four companies of artillery, which, they despaired 
of attaching to a cause entirely lost, were returning 
from Nismes to Toulouse. The Baron de VitroUesf 
despatched orders to them to fall back upon Narbpnne. 
I frustrated those orders, and sent some intelligent of- 
ficers to desire. those companies to arriye at Toulouse 
as quickly as possible, notwithstanding the orders c£ 
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Marshal Perignon, which I took ujxjn myself to dis- 
regard. My arrangements being thus completed, I 
had the Baron de VitroUes arrested this morning at 
day-break* I am now taking an account of his pa- 
pers. I have also caused the Count de Damas to be 
arrested. I deemed it proper immediately to repair 
to the house of Marshal Perignon, although his pow- 
ers had ceased since thd reception of those which his 
Imperii Majesty had been pleased to confer upon 
me. I proposed to the Marshal to put himself at the 
he^d of the movement I was preparing, consenting 
freely to sacrifice to him the honour of the day, which 
would thus have been attended with more eclat. The 
marshal, having equivocated, and shewn weakness, I 
did not insist. I gave, myself, the signal, and, at five 
o'clock, the trr-coloiired flag was flying cmi our steeples^ 
and public monuments; at the same hour, the gar- 
rison moimted the national cockade, amifist the ac- 
clamations of an immense concourse of people. 

Twelve o'clock — ^the enthusiasm is at its height. 
The proclamations of the Emperor produce the most 
lively sensation: no excesses have been committed, 
no symptoms of opppsition have been manifested. 

The Count de Saint Aulaire, prefect of this de- 
partment, has conducted himself with propriety. 

The Count de Damas, and the Baron de Vitrolles^ 
have earnestly requested permission to depart I 
have permitted the Count de Damas, whose situatioa 
rendered him no wise dangerous, to retire towards 
Spain across the upper and lower Pyrennees; this 
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was besides in conformity with the decree of. the 
Emperor upon the subject of emigrants. 

As to M. de VitroUes, I have deemed it expedient 
to detain him, in consideration of the situation he 
filled here, and on account of his infamous conduct. 
I shall await the orders of the Emperor with regard 
to him. 

Another despatch will furnish you with further 
particulars, as well as a view of our position, which is 
a very good one. You will receive also the names 
of the citizens of this town, who have assisted in the 
late affair. As to the officers, they must be all nam- 
ed to you. 

The letters and orders you transmitted to me, for 
the generals commanding sub-divisions and depart- 
ments, were fwwarded to them by day break. All 
the departments of the division will not fail to follow 
the example of Toulouse — the example itself must 
have great influence. 

Your excellency will receive inclosed the only 
numbers of the Moniteur printed here. I thought 
you might have a curiosity to see hpw the southern 
provinces have been deceived. 

I conclude with observing to you, sir, that since the 
entry of the Emperor at Paris, all the despatches 
which may have been addressed to me, have been 
intercepted by M. de VitroUes j the chasm requires to 
be promptly supplied. 

Marshal Perignon has stated to me, that he is 
about to retire to his country seat. 
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I should mention also that General Chartran was 
near being arrested by the agents of the Baron de 
Vitorlles. I suppose, however, tjiat he has succeed- 
ed in his design of bringing back to Toulouse, 'two 
regiments, detached from under the command of the 
Duke d'Angouleme, ' 

^ General Cassagne, and . General Cassan, have 
seconded admirably my efforts in the operations 
which have taken place. I thought it conducive to 
the service of the Emperor to give, provisionally, the 
command in chief of the fortress of Toulouse to 
General Cassan. The population is great, and the 
general appears to be a man of sound understandings 
The Adjut^t-General Noel Girard, chief of niy 
division, was charged by me with the arrest of the 
Baron de VitroUes. 

I have the honour to be, with respect,i&c. 

{Signed) The Lieutenant General, 

Count i^£ Labordje« 



^q 
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No. IV. 

Report of the Marshal Prince of Essling^ of the 
I4th ofAprU, 1815. 

Sire, 

The orders erf* your Majesty have. met with delays 
insurmountable in my position. 

The disturbances excited in the eighth division, 
and particularly at Marseilles, were l^ept up by the 
presence of the Duke d'Anguoleme, by the evil dbpo- 
sitions of the higher civil authorities, by the constant 
communication oi the agents c^ the, princes with 
foreign ministers, and by forgeries in shapp of news, 
each more alarmmg than the last t6 peaceable citizens. 

On the other hand, the Duke d^Angpuleme, who 
' had already carried off three regiments, wished also 
to deprive me of those who were at Toulon ; and he 
inf<MTiied me, through Monsieur de Riviere, that his 
intention u^as to place that port in the hands of the 
English, who in return were to furnish the king' of 
France with money. 

, In a. situation of such difficulty I determined, after 
having placed Antibes in a state to Stand a siege, in 
order to withdraw it from the authority of the prefect 
of the Var, to proceed to Toulon in order to secure 
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to your Majesty that town together with its naval 
force. 

Having, on the 10th of April, received intelligence 
that the sixth regiment, then at Avignon, had resum- 
ed the national colours, I ordered General I^eclerc 
to keep it in a state of discipline, and to give it orders 
to hold itself in readiness to make a movement. 

The 10th, I Issued a proclamaticm, a copy of which 
is annexed. It was sent by express into the four de- 
partments of the division, with orders to have it pub- 
lished, and stuck up, at sound of trumpet, and to 
cause the national flag to be hoisted, under a dis- 
charge of twenty-one pieces of cannon, upon the 
forts, the town-house, and public buildings, and to 
cause the land and naval forces to resume the tri- 
coloilred cockade. 

I gave orders to the prefects of the whole division 
to disband the national guards raised by the Duke 
d'Angouleme, ta deposit their arms in the arsenals of 
the empire, and to place in the military magazines, 
clothing and equipments they had received. 

I have forbidden the prefects and receiver gene- 
rals to issue pay to the national guards not in your 
service, and to obey any order of the king's officers. 

I have sent the Baron Sivray, the chief ofmy stafi^, 
to Draguinan, to arrest and confine in fort Lamalgue, 
M. Bouthelier, prefect of the Var, who has been ac- 
tive in that situation, and who had taken some vio- 
lent measures, which I was obliged t6 resist. . 

I have caused his place to be s upplied, provision- 
ally, by the sub-prefect Ricard. ' , 
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I have ordered all judicial atidc^cial acts^ nofturial: 
contracts, publicaticHis, 8cc. to be done m the name of 
the emperor, as alto the prajrers to be ^ed by ^e 
dmrch for the sovereign. 

On the 11th die national colours were hoisted at 
Toulon, Mid throughout the department rf ihe Var, 
amidst aeclatnatioits, a thousand times lepeated, of 
" Vive PEmpercur.^' 

No one can describe the unfeignetl joy which the 
. land and i^val fcx^ces manifested — ^the rejoicings were 
prolonged for two days. 

I caused the grenadiers of the imperkd guard, who 
virere tdken at Antibes, and were in Toulon, to be set 
at liberty. 

I slfidl send them to Lyons. 

I have also set at liberty all persons unprisoned for 
matters of q>inimi. ^ 

I have sent a sloop from Toulon to the castle of 
B^ with orders to Ae oomn^edant to set at liberty 
every person detained there, upon similar charges. 

Rear-admiral Gourdon invei&ted with the command 
of a division of frigates, having appeared to me to be 
a suspicious character^ in my quality of lieut^ant- 
general of your majesty, I caused the maritime pre- 
fect to have him sent on shi^e, and conferred the 
command of the three frigates ^d the corvettes upoa 
Monsieur Senes, the eldest captain. 

I have also confided to the same, captain the com- 
mand of the Ariane, in place d* the Sieur Garat 
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The Cmmt Lardenoy, commandant at Toulon, 
being of the number of emigrants included in the 
decree of your majesty of the 13th of March^ I caus- 
ed a passport to be delivered to him, with orders to 
proceed to Nice. 

I sent orders, by express, to all the commandants 
of this department, to conform to tfie regulations of 
the despatches of ,the mmister of war, of the dates of 
the 5th of March at«i 8th of April. 

I requested Admiral Gantheaume to come to Tou- 
lon, to take the command of the naval force, as com- 
^missionerexfa^ordinMy. Upon his arrival I fcommu- 
nicated to him ^e instructions of your ma)e3tj\ 

The city of Marseilles had not surrendered on dte 
evening of the 11th. I gave them till the 12th: I 
announced Aat I would be there ^on the 13th : in- 
deed, my arrangements were completed at Toulon 
and Avignon; but I was not obliged to act. 

On the 12tb, the municipal council of Marseilles 
deputed three of its members to wait upon me with 
the submission of that city* 

I entertained the deputation ; and, during the night 
of the 12th, the prefect of the Mouths of the Rhone 
announced to me, by express^ diat the tricoloured 
flag was flying at the town-house, at the prefecture, 
upon the forts and public buildings ; that the greatest 
tranquillity reigned in the place; and that he had 
caused my orders and proclamations to be forwarded 
to the sub-prefects, in order that the example of the 
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chief city might be followed by aH the country towns. 
I gave orders also that endeavours should be made to 
apprehend Messieurs de Brulard and de Riviere. 

I deprived the prefect d the Mouths of the Rhone, 
his secretary-general, and the mayor of Marseilles, of' 
their offices, which I have filled provisionally. 

I have ordered that die extraordkiary impost of 
twenty-five per cent, fixed by the general council of 
the department,.should continue to be received for the 
use of the imperial^ treasury. 

I have sent to Major-general Eberle orders to re- 
pair to Toulon, to take the command, in the place of^ 
M. Lardenoy. 

I shall have the honour to address to your majesty 
a report, stating the changes which take place in the 
administration. , 

My knowledge of the courttry ena]t>les me to make 
choice of ncme but men of good reputation, and de- 
voted to your majesty. I shall pray your majesty to 
bestow on my arrangements your approbation. 

I have deemed it improper, sire, to repair immedi- 
ately to Paris, as his excellency the minister of war 
had authorized me to do, my presence being yet ne- 
cessarj^ in the eighth division, to consolidate the 
happy change which has taken place. ^ 

The minister gave me the alternative of coming^ 
myself, or of sending Count Miollis : I cannot con- 
ceal how ambitious I am to have the honour of again 
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beholding yx)mr majesty to assure you of my un- 
bounded devotion. 

I am, with pi'ofoond respect. 
Sire, 

Your majesty's 
Very faithful, and very devoted servant. 

The Marshal Duke of Riuoli^ JUjeutmant^general 
of the Emperor^ in the eighth and twenty-third 
military divisions. 

(Signed) The Prince of Essling. 

Toulon^ April 14, 1815. 
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